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NEWS: - U.S. Stumbling Toward Disaster

Says Head of WCC. Next Job of

Churches to Build a Humane World
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SERVICES
In Leading Churches

NEW YORK CITY
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH
OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

Sunday: Holy Communion 7, 8, 9, 10,
Morning Prayer, Holy Communion and
Sermon. 11; Organ Recital, 3:15 and
sermon, 4.

Moming Prayer and Holy Communion 7:15
(and 10 Wed.); Evening Prayer, 3.

THE PARISH OF TRINITY CHURCH
TRINITY
Broadway & Wall St.
Rev. John V. Butler, D.D., Rector
Rev. Bernard C. Newman, S.T.D., Vicar
Sun. MP. 8:40, 10:30, HC 8, 9, 10, 11.
Daily MP 7:45, HC 8, 12, Ser. 12:30
Tues., Wed. & Thuis., EP 5:15 ex. Sat.;
Sat. HC 8; C Fri. 4:30 & by appt.

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL
Broadway & Fulton St.
Rev. Robert C. Hwnsicker, Vicar
Sun. HC 8, MP & HC Ser. 10, Weekdayi
MP & HC 8, HC 12:05, 1:05, 7:15 alio
Holy Days (.ex. Sat.); EP 5:10 (ex. Sat.
1:30); Counsel and C 10:30-1:30 daily,
and by appt.; Organ Recital Wednesdays
12:30.

CHAPEL OF THE INTERCESSION
Broadway & 155th St.
Leslie / . A. Lang, Vicar
Sundays 8, 9, 11; Weekdays: Mon. Fri.
Sat. 9; Tues. 8; Wed. 10; Thurs. 7.

ST. LUKE'S CHAPEL
487 HudJOn St.
Rev. Pm»l C. Weed, Jr., Vicar
Sun. HC 8, 9:15 & 11; Daily HC 7 & 8.
C Sat. 5-6, 8-9, by appt.

ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHAPEL
292 Henry Street
Reverend William W. Reed, Vicar
Reverend Jeffrey T. Cuffee (Priest in-Chmrge)
Sundays: 8:00 a.m. HC, 9 a.m. Sung Man,
10:45 a.m. MP, 11:00 a.m. Sol«mn Bi-
Lingual Mm; 4th Sunday 10:00 a.m. MaM
in Spanish; Weekdays: 7:30 and 9:30 a-m.
HC, 9:15 a.m. MP, 5:15 p.m. EP

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S CHAPBX
48 Henry Street
Reverend WOUom W. Reed, Vicar
Reverend James L. Miller (Pricst-in-Chorfe)
Sundays: 7:30 a.rn. HC, 9:00 m.m. Sung
Mass, 11:15 a.m. Mass in Spanish, 5:15
p.m. EP Weekdays: Monday and Wednes-
day, 8:00 a.m. HC; Tuesday, Friday, Satur-
day 9:00 a.m. HC, MP before each Maw,
5:15 p.m. EP

THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
York Avenue at 74th Street

Near New York Memorial Hospital!
Hugh McCandlea, Alanson Houghton, Clergy
Lee Belford CharUs Patterson, Christopher

Stnyonjo, Associates
Sundays: 8 a.m. HC; 9:30 Family (HC 38);

Moming Service (HC IS)
Thursdays: HC 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

On* of New York's
wott beautiful public buildings.

The Witness
For Christ and His Church

EDITORIAL BOARD
JOHN MCGILL KEOMM, Chairman

W. B. SPOFFORD SH., Managing Editor
EDWARD J. M o m , Editorial Assistant

O SYDNEY BABB; LBE A. BELFORD; ROSCOB

T FOOST; RICHARD E. GABY; GOHDON C.

GRAHAM; DAVID JOHNSON; HAHOLD R. LAW-

DOI»; LESLIE J. A. LANG; BENJAMIN MTWTFIE;

WILLIAM STBLNGFELLOW.

EDITORIALS: - The Editorial Board holds
monthly meetings when current issues before
the Church are discussed. They are dealt
with in subsequent numbers but do not
necessarily represent the unanimous opinion
of the editors.

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
THOMAS V. BABHETT; JOHN PAIRMAN BBOWN;

GARDINEB M. DAY; JOSEPH F. FLETCHSB;

FBEDEBICK C. GBANT; HELEN GRANT; COB-

WIN C. ROACH; BARBARA ST. CLAIRE; MAS-

SHY H. SHEPHERD JR.; W. B. SPOFFORD JB.

THE WITNESS is published weekly from
September 15th to June 15th inclusive, with
the exception of one week in January and
bi-weekly from June 15th to September 15th
by the Episcopal Church Publishing Co-
on behalf of the Witness Advisory Board.

it
The subscription price is $4.00 a year; in
bundles for sale in parishes the magazine
sells for 10c a copy, we will bill quarterly
at 7c a copy. Entered as Second Class
Matter, August 5, 1948, at the Post Office
at Tunkhannock, Pa., under the act of
xMaich 3, 1879.

Write us for

Organ Information
AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc.

Hartford. Conn.

S H A R I N G

Christian Healing in the Church
Only Church magazine devoted to Spiritual
Therapy, $2.00 a year. Sample on request.
Founded by Rev. John Gaynor Banks, D.S.T.

This paper is recommended by many
Bishops and Clergy.

Addled!
FELLOWSHIP OF ST. LUKE

2243 Front St. San Diego 1, Calif.

SERVICES
In Leading Churches

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH
Tenth Street, above Chestnut

PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.

The Rev. Alfred W. Price, D.D., Rector
The Rev. Gustav C. Heckling, BJ>.

Minister to the Hard of Hearing
Sunday: 9 and 11 a.m. 7:30 p.m.
Weekdays: Mon., Tues., Wed., Than., P i t ,

12:30 - 12:55 p.m.
Services of Spiritual Healing, Thus . 12)30

and 5:30 p.m.

CHRIST CHURCH
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

The Rev. W. Murray Kenney, Rector
Sunday Services: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m-

Wed. and Holy Days: 8:00 and 12:10 pjn.

CHRIST CHURCH, DETROIT
976 East Jefferson Avenue

The Rev. Frank J. Haynes, Rector
8 and 9 a.m. Holy Communion (breakfast

served following 9 a.m. service) 11 a-m.
Church School and Moming Service. Holy
Days 6 p.m. Holy Communion.

PRO-CATHEDRAL OF THB
HOLY TRINITY

23 Avenue, George V
PABIS FRANCE

Services: 8:30, 10:30 (S.S.), 10:45
Boulevard Raspail

Student and Artists Center
The Very Rev. Sturgts Lee RiddU, Dean

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Bayne, Bishop
The Rev. Donald D. Weaver, Canon

The Ven. Frederick McDonald,
Canon Chaplain

N E W YORK CITY

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH
Park Avenue and 51st Street
Rev. Terence J. Finlay, D.D.

8 and 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 9:30 and
11 a.m. Church School. 11 a.m. Mom-
ing Service and Sermon. 4 p.m. Even-
song. Special Music.

Weekday: Holy Communion Tuesday at
12:10 a.m.; Wednesdays and Saint* Day,
at 8 a.m.; Thursdays at 12:10 p.m.

Organ Recitals, Wednesdays, 12:10. Bv«.
Pr. Daily 5:45 p.m.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
316 East 88th Street

Sundays: Holy Communion 8; Church School
9:30; Morning Prayer and Sermon 11:00

(Holy Communion 1st Sunday in Month).

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY CHAPEL

Chelsea Square 9th Ave. & 20th St.
Daily Morning Prayer and Holy Commun-

ion, 7.
(7:30 Saturdays and holidays)

Daily Choral Evensong, 6.

ST. THOMAS
5th Ave. & 53rd Street

Rev. Frederick M. Morris, D.D.
Sunday: HC 8, 9:30, 11 (1st Sun.) MP

11; Daily ex. Sat. HC 8:15, HC Toes.
12:10, Wed., 5:30.

Noted for boy choir; great reredae
emd windows.
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Story of the Week

U.S. Stumbling Toward Disaster
Says Head of World Council

* American prosecution and
escalation of the war in Viet-
nam was termed by the head of
the World Council of Churches
as second only to policies of
Communist China as "the great-
est danger to human survival"
in the world today.

Eugene Carson Blake appealed
for a reversal of U.S. policy
which he said was isolating this
nation from the rest of the
world and was inevitably and
"tragically" self-defeating.

Some 1,000 persons, many of
them long-time friends and
neighbors of the ecumenical
leader, gathered in the Norwalk,
Conn, high school to hear him.
Blake still maintains his home
in nearby New Canaan, although
he spends most of his time in
Geneva since assuming the WCC
post in 1966.

The meeting which he ad-
dressed was sponsored by a
number of P r o t e s t a n t and
Roman Catholic organizations.
In addition to area clergy fellow-
ships and Church councils, spon-
sors i n c l u d e d the Roman
Catholic ecumenical committees
of Farfield County, the South-
ern Connecticut ethical society
and the Unitarian Universalist
church of Westport.

Blake, grounding his convic-
tions on the perspective of liv-
ing abroad, declared that "each
escalation of our military force
against the Vietcong and North
MAT 11, 1967

Vietnam increasingly isolates
the United States from the rest
of the world.

"Our course has all the ele-
ments of high tragedy . . . Un-
able to distinguish friends from
foe, caught in a dilemma which
makes any decision increasingly
difficult, the United States
seems to be stumbling on to-
wards final disaster.

"Our high ideals more and
more suspected by our best
friends among the nations, we
find our position successfully
attacked by our enemies and we
find ourselves more and more
isolated from our friends."

He compared the position of
the U.S. at the time of President
Kennedy's death when, he said,
"the whole world mourned with
us" to today, "when our Pres-
ident and Vice President dare
not appear anywhere in the
world without maximum securi-
ty measures."

Even governments "who share
our fear of Communist aggres-
sion dare not fully and publicly
support us because of the al-
most hysterical fears of their
people of what we will do next."

Opposition to our Vietnam
policy, Blake c o n t i n u e d , is
shared by almost all "the great
papers of the free world, includ-
ing our own great journals. The
faculties of the great universi-
ties, the ablest members of our
own Congress, the religious

leaders — with few exceptions
—of all the Churches, cry out
against what we are doing in
Vietnam and warn us not to
continue in that direction, and
our government responds by
Madison Avenue propaganda
campaigns.

"We hear nor heed any word
of warning and month by month
we are more and more alone."

Blake's protest, the strongest
he has yet made against U.S.
policy, paralleled opposition ex-
pressed recently by Martin
Luther King, Jr., against the
Vietnam war.

Like Dr. King, Dr. Blake con-
demned the policy of continuing
war in Vietnam because it "is
delaying the economic and social
development that freedom re-
quires if it is ever to flourish
in Vietnam, in the United States
and in the whole world.

"The Vietnam war is our
excuse not to use our resources
to win the war against poverty
in our cities, not to establish
racial justice in our nation, not
to share sufficient resources to
establish justice in Africa,
Latin America or the rest of
Asia. The Vietnam policy di-
verts us from achieving justice
at home and abroad."

American Vietnam policy is
wrong, because "we cannot
win," B l a k e asserted, even
though the U.S. has the mili-
tary power to "obliterate" both
North and South Vietnam. "But
when the swamps of the Mekong
Delta are filled up with the dead
Vietnamese and when the flower
of our youth lies dead with

Three
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Matter of Conscience

This telegram was sent as a
matter of individual conscience
by 81 members of the Church's
Executive Council to President
Johnson on April 26, 1967.

"We are Episcopal Church na-
tional headquarters executives
and office staff who supported
you in 1964. This wire is a
matter of individual conscience.

"We applaud the Vietnam
position of Senators McGovern,
Church, H a t f i e 1 d, Gruening,
Kennedy, Javits, Percy, Ful-
bright and others including
Pope Paul, U Thant, and The
New York Times.

"We urge you to hear and to
act upon the logic and the hu-
manity in what they are saying
before it is too late. We are
offended by your statement
about FBI watching of anti-war
activity and by the similar
statements of Secretary Rusk
and G e n e r a l Westmoreland.
These are efforts to stifle pa-
triotic dissent from unwise and
disastrous policies. In the name
of God, stop the escalation, the
bombing, the use of napalm and
anti - personnel fragmentation
bombs, and the war propaganda
and negotiate seriously.

"Otherwise we must look for
another candidate in 1968."

them, what victory will have
been won? When Hanoi and
Haiphong are prostrate, we will
be feared and hated more than
we are today . . .

"The more force we use, the
weaker becomes our best ideals.
The picture of a great and
wealthy nation mobilizing each
month more and more of its un-
paralleled technological might
to bring a tiny long-suffering,
dark-skinned nation to capitula-
tion means clearly that the
more we win the more we lose
and each American soldier dead
or wounded is a useless sacri-
fice."
Four

"Again, our Vietnam policy
is wrong because the longer we
pursue it, the more we weaken
the forces of freedom in South
Vietnam and the more we push
the whole nation into Chinese
Communist ideology and con-
trol," Blake said. "Month by
month and year by year we
strengthen our foes as we use
more violent power against
them. Everybody in the world
sees it, protests it, and is
ignored as we push on blindly
to disaster."

Blake offered a four-point al-
ternative policy:

• Stop the bombing of North
Vietnam.

# Make it clear that we will
not impose our peace upon Viet-
nam. No longer is a Korea-type
settlement possible. In a short
time even a neutralizing of
Southeast Asia will be impos-
sible.

# Agree to accept any peace
agreement that our allies in
Asia and Europe will develop
and agree to.

• Put our full effort to
getting to the negotiating table.

Such a policy, he said, could
be undertaken immediately. "It
is because we are strong that
we can and must take these real
risks for peace. Have we be-
come Orientals ourselves that
we dare not risk losing face?
Does anyone really believe that
the way to save American lives
and interests is to further esca-
late the war?"

Blake said that the ideas he
expressed "are n o t official
World Council of Churches posi-
tions but are convictions in-
creasingly shared with the ecu-
menical elements of all Chris-
tian Churches, including the
Roman Catholic Church, and are
of a nature that they are and
can be supported by men of
goodwill of other faiths and even
of no religious faith."

Among the ideas thus shared,
Blake said, is the belief that any
peace must be based on justice
and freedom; that thermo-nu-
clear weapons make "war among
the nations no longer a live op-
tion;" that "one world-wide
community of all humanity" is
essential; and that such com-
munity must be built on justice
and equality among all men.

"The recent encylical of Pope
Paul repeating and developing
many Christian convictions arti-
culated by the World Council of
Churches and other non-Roman
Catholic Churches, makes it
perfectly clear that the way to
peace is through development
to justice.

"So long as two-thirds of the
world is poor and growing rela-
tively poorer and one-third of
the world is prosperous and
growing relatively richer there
is no hope of any lasting
peace . . . The world cannot
have peace without justice. The
world cannot survive one-third
rich and two-thirds poor."

Blake expressed "real hope"
that cooperation between the
WCC and the Vatican's commis-
sion on justice and peace "gives
promise for new insights into
Christian social and economic
duty which can be persuasive to
all men of goodwill to see the
world-wide economic problem
whole and give new motivation
for its progressive and rapid
solution."

GARDINER DAY TAKES
ON A NEW JOB

* The Rev. Gardiner M. Day,
retired rector of Christ Church,
Cambridge, Mass., is now hon-
orary associate rector of Grace
Church, Manchester, N. H. He
is to celebrate communion regu-
larly and will preach occasion-
ally.

The rector of the parish is
the Rev. Bradford Young who
was a seminary classmate of his
new associate.

T«n Wrnrau
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Effort to Build Humane World
Next Phase of Ecumenism

-k The ecumenical movement
has entered a period of escala-
tion according to Robert Mc-
Afee Brown, in which "secular
ecumenism" — an effort of the
Churches to strive together to
build a more just and humane
world — will prevail.

Consequently, t h e theologian
said, "we will make the dis-
turbing discovery that the real
enemy in the world today is not
Communism but poverty."

Brown, who is professor of
religion at Stanford University,
made his comments at the open-
ing session of the national
workshop for Christian unity.
The workshop is sponsored by
Roman Catholic Bishop Floyd L.
Begin of Oakland.

His talk launched four days
of addresses, open-end discus-
sions and workshops where 600
delegates from various parts of
the country joined with Church
leaders to explore the dimen-
sions of Christian unity.

"Let me suggest," Brown told
the delegates, "that the next
stage of the ecumenical move-
ment will involve a movement
of the Church to the world.
This does not mean that con-
cern for common dialogue and
common worship will fade from
the scene. Far from it.

"But what I think will happen
is that out attention will be
turned more and more away
from ourselves — outward to-
ward the world that we face
together."

In noting that the real enemy
is poverty and not communism,
Brown said that the Churches
will have to risk the disfavor of
many Americans "in pointing
out that unpalatable truth."
However, such an action would:

• Blunt some of the "anti-
Communist hysteria which is so
MAT 11, 1967

familiar a theme in all our pul-
pits."

# Remind "our listeners and
ourselves that neither the Sec-
ond Vatican Council nor the
Geneva conference was willing
to issue the conventional blanket
condemnation of Communism."

• Show that "blaming every-
thing on the Communists is a
cheap and easy way to escape
the responsibility for the fact
that it has been our callous
indifference to poverty and
injustice that has enabled Com-
munism to make its most
attractive appeal."

"As we reach out to cope with
the problems that beset the
20th century man — the aboli-
tion of capital punishment, the
right of farm workers to bar-
gain collectively, the assurance
that housing is available to all
and not just to those with white
skin, the debate about a guaran-
teed annual wage, the war
against poverty, the need for
constraint in international rela-
tions, and a host of other prob-
lems" will become ecumenical
activities, Brown said.

The real test for "secular ecu-
menism" according to Brown,
will come over the war in Viet-
nam. Admitting that the issue
of the United States involv-
ment is a complicated one, he
said: "Can one possibly justify
our presence there in the light
of 'just war' theories? Does
belief in the sanctity of all life
mean it is always wrong to kill?
Have we failed to hear the wit-
ness of the Quakers? Are there
circumstances under which the
use of force is justified? Does
Vietnam present such circum-
stances or not?"

"So if you are worried about
secular ecumenism," Brown
said, "you have every right to

be. It is going to make us very
uncomfortable, and exposes us
to many risks we would prefer
to avoid. But there is some-
thing uncomfortable about the
command to love, and there is
always risk for those who take
it seriously."

Fr. Eugene Bianchi, S. J. of
the University of Santa Clara
told a workshop session that
secular ecumenism must rest on
a deep theological sense of both
the Church and the world.

Such a mutual dedication by
the Churches to secular ecu-
menism can, in turn, foster a
resolution of their theological
differences, he said.

The theological basis for
secular ecumenism, according to
Bianchi, encompasses the fol-
lowing :

• An understanding of God's
creation.

• An appreciation of the full
incarnateness of Jesus and of
the redemption of mankind in
Christ.

• An understanding of the
Church as a servant and pilgrim
people.

• A concept of mission.
• A liturgical reform that

will depend not only on histori-
cal and theological studies, but
also on its ability to speak with
the styles and concerns of con-
temporary man.

ARKANSAS TO HAVE
COADJUTOR

• The diocese of Arkansas
has approved establishment of
the office of bishop coadjutor
at the request of Bishop Robert
R. Brown.

The diocesan asked for an
assistant bishop in his address
to the convention, citing im-
paired health and the need for
aid in an expanding diocese.

The convention will recon-
vene, probably in mid-Summer
to elect the coadjutor from a
list of candidates to be drawn
up by a nominating committee.
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Theology for Social Action
Discussed by Churchmen

* There is, for Christians, a
time to speak on international
affairs and a time to keep silent,
a World Council of Churches
special study commission has
concluded.

The 60 churchmen attending
the special consultation of the
WCC commission of the Chur-
ches on international affairs
then p r o c e e d e d to develop
criteria for determining which
was which.

"The Churches are not re-
quired to maintain a running
commentary on the internation-
al newsreel," the conferees
agreed in their report on the
theological bases of the Chur-
ches' work on the international
scene. "A talkative Church is
not thereby a prophetic Church,
and there are times to keep
silent."

A key test of whether a situa-
tion requires Church comment
"derives from the concern of
the Church for man in the light
of the gospel — whenever there
are threats to human life or
possibilities for its enrichment,"
the statement said.

"Especially when nobody else
speaks in such situations, the
voice of the Church should be
heard. When, again, the truth
is known but not respected, or
men will not bear utterance, the
Church has the duty to declare
it."

Another section of the six-day
consultation suggested major
issues and outlined priorities for
future work of the commission.
A third group prepared a report
on recommended structure of
the commission, which is not to
be made public until it is acted
on by the WCC central commit-
tee next August.

According to the theological
report, those in the Church who
are "charged with representa-

tive utterance are bound by
their understanding of God's
will in the situation even above
their assessment of the majority
view of Church members. They
may at times have a duty to
speak in warning or counsel to
one or more member Churches."

Theological justification is
not necessary for each indi-
vidual statement, the report
said. "The Christian character
of a statement consists not in
a sermonic form or in its gar-
ment of biblical quotations, but
in the nature of the truth it
expresses and the relevance with
which it is uttered."

While stressing the need for
the Churches to be thoroughly
informed about the issues on
which they speak, churchmen
must also "have the courage to
risk being wrong. We must
make plain that their decision
is a human one, subject to the
limitation of our frailty, though
we may hope also to be illumi-
nated by the Holy Spirit. Nor
must we hide from ourselves
the ambiguity of our political
choices nor seek to evade action
on this count."

Chairman of the section on
theological bases was the Hon.
Z. K. Matthews, the Republic of
Botswana's permanent repre-
sentative to the UN and ambas-
sador to Washington.

Major issues of concern to the
Churches were listed as protec-
tion of human rights — includ-
ing those of refugees and
migrants and victims of poverty,
hunger and disease — colonial-
ism and neo-colonialism; racial
and ethnic intolerance; and the
positive promotion and making
of peace.

These were cited as requiring
first priority. Second priority
went to issues for study. These
included strategies of economic

and social development; changes
in international structures; the
ethics of using violence to
secure economic, political and
social change; and the impact of
the technological revolution on
the pattern of world community.

A third priority stressed the
need for dialogue, in which
persons with detailed knowledge
of particular problems would be
brought together to deal with
such matters as conflicts be-
tween neighboring states and
various cultural, ideological and
technological issues.

The consultation called for ac-
tive cooperation with the Roman
Catholic Church "as far as is
practicable" on particular prob-
lems. Christians w e r e also
called on to be ready to cooper-
ate with men of other faiths or
with those "of no faith at all."

J. Irwin Miller, Indiana indus-
trialist and the first lay pres-
ident of the National Council
of Churches, was chairman of
the section on issues and priori-
ties.

More than two-thirds of the
lay and clergy participants at
the consultation had no previous
connection with the commission.
This plan was followed, WCC
officials said, to bring a fresh
viewpoint to the sessions.

Emilio Castro of Uruguay,
executive secretary of the pro-
visional commission for evan-
gelical unity in Latin America,
chaired the session. Officers and
staff of the commission were
present only as resource persons.

PERSONNEL OFFICER
AT HEADQUARTERS

* Irene Barlow has been ap-
pointed personnel officer of the
Executive Council. Miss Barlow
has broad experience in the field
of personnel work, most recently
as director of personnel for a
chain of theaters.

She will be responsible for the
development and administration
of a unified personnel program
for the council.

THE WITNESS
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EDITORIAL
The Unifying Force
WE LIVE in a day of world-wide insecurity.
The nations appear incapable of harmonizing
their interests. In a world which is falling to
pieces one asks is there any force holding to-
gether things worth preserving, and St. Paul's
statement about Christ, "In him all things hold
together" (Colossians 1:17), catches attention.

What an amazing statement it was for a
thoughtful and intelligent man to make! About
thirty years before this letter was written a
Galilean carpenter had been executed outside
the walls of Jerusalem. St. Paul and some scores
of inconspicuous folk scattered in some dozens
of towns through the Roman Empire, were con-
vinced that this Jesus, now alive with the God
of the universe, was the cohesive factor binding
in one the enduring fabric of the spiritual world.
Was it a romantic fancy or spiritual fact? How
had they ever come to such a conviction?

With Paul it had been a personal discovery.
He had been a divided self. He has pictured for
us the warring forces in his nature, and the
change which occurred when he let Christ take
command. He became a unified man, going
about his work with as much as was in him.

None of us will ever believe in Christ as the
unifier of a lasting spiritual world unless we
know him as one who keeps us whole. It is not
surprising that we go to pieces, for everyone of
us is a hodgepodge of incongruous elements. In
a letter to a daughter Thomas Huxley once
wrote: "Men, my dear, are very queer animals,
a mixture of horse-nervousness, ass-stubbornness
and camel-malice—with an angel bobbing about
unexpectedly, like the apple in the posset."

If individuals are bundles of inconsistencies,
it is not surprising that marriages are difficult
unions and that families fall apart. For man
and wife — each an assortment of incongruous
qualities — to fit into each other and think and
work their lifelong in unison—that is a miracle.
For parents and children, brothers and sisters,
and the annexed in-laws added to a family circle
—all to form a harmonious group — that, too,
is a miracle. There are the worlds of the dif-
ferent generations, the worlds of diverse inter-
ests, the worlds of varying tastes and capacities,
to be held together.
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Now Christ has by no means always seemed
to unify families. He had broken Paul's home.
Nor does genuine personal devoutness invariably
make people easy to live with. John Wesley's
wife was unquestionably a very trying woman,
but listen to a letter which that flaming evange-
list and tireless servant of Christ wrote to her:
"Suspect me no more, asperse me no more, pro-
voke me no more; do not any longer contend
for mastery, for power, for money, for praise;
be content to be a private, insignificant person,
known and loved by God and me. Of what im-
portance is your character to mankind? If you
was buried just now, or if you had never lived,
what loss would it be to the cause of God?"

A present-day American wife receiving such
a letter would board the first jet for Reno, and
that letter would suffice as evidence for ex-
treme "mental cruelty." John Wesley was a
consecrated man, but that letter does not sug-
gest the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians.

Remembering what inconsistent creatures we
are, we become tolerable only by submitting and
re-submitting ourselves to Christ's control, and
by his grace we may be honorable and lovable
to those who share life with us. "In him all
things hold together."

To look further afield: we have had much to
say about nationalism and of the need of a
better economic order, but the Church's first
duty is to look to her own condition. Church
leaders frequently say what they think govern-
ments should do, and sometimes we say a good
deal about what we think leaders in business
and in labor organizations should do.

But we have our own household of faith to
set in order. We must begin to realize what it
means for us to be fellow-members with all fol-
lowers of Christ in his one universal Church,
and to train children from their earliest days to
know themselves citizens in that inclusive holy
people. There is value, of course, in other de-
vices for maintaining international peace and
bringing harmony into our at present warring
industry and commerce, but the Church's first
obligation is to build herself into a genuine fel-
lowship, across frontiers of race and class and
nation, and become that brotherhood of disci-
ples of Christ through which he can exercise his
unifying ministry. There are alliances of na-
tions and groupings of industrialists or workers
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which have anti-Christian purposes and need
to perish. There is a Christian commonwealth
— a city of God into which the glory of nations
can be brought and the contributions of all
toilers with head and hand. To help God create
it is the Church's mission, but it requires a
world-wide Church aware of her own solidarity
in Christ.

The history of mankind is a record of vast
changes. There is no reason to think that the
future will require fewer changes. And Chris-
tians ought to be the last persons to wish to
maintain imperfect and sinful conditions as they

are. But whether these changes shall be bloody
and brutal revolutions, or carried through by
orderly processes in which reason and good will
govern depends on the spiritual conditions which
prevail.

Apart from the reign of the mind of Christ,
what hope have we that the inherent clashes in
interest can be looked at and brought into
friendly, although p e r h a p s never complete,
accord? On these wider fields, as in the home
and in our composite selves, for nations and
races and economic groups to hold together re-
quires a miracle of grace. That is what the
gospel offers: "In him all things hold together."

THE SPIRIT IN CHURCH AND WORLD
By John M. Krumm

Rector of the Church of the Ascension, New York

QUESTIONS WE MUST ASK AS WE
TRY TO IDENTIFY THE ACTIVITY

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN OUR TIME

THE REASON why Whitsunday is so important
in the Church calendar is that it is the day you
and I became important in the story of Chris-
tianity. Karl Barth has said that Whitsunday
represents what he calls the "subjective" aspect
of Christianity. The first part of the creed is
altogether objective, takes no account of you or
me. God created the world; Christ came into
the world. What you and I think about that
makes no difference at all. Those things are
quite independent of us. But the last part of
the creed begins: "I believe in the Holy Ghost,"
and that is when you and I come into the pic-
ture. The Holy Ghost is God's presence and
power working in your heart and in mine. He
it is who leads us to believe and trust in the
God who created us and came to save us; and
how we respond to his leading and guiding and
illuminating work is all-important, so you and
I count for a great deal in this last part of the
story of the creed.

The creed itself assumes that our response to
God's guiding and teaching will be centered in
the life of the Christian Church. There is where
men and women become his witnesses, his mes-
sengers, the cooperating agents of his purpose,
under the guidance and by the power of his
Eight

presence with them as a Holy Spirit. St. Luke
told the story of the first Christian Pentecost
in a very dramatic way in order to emphasize
what the Church was going to be and to do. His
vivid imagination pictured men and women of
all different languages being convinced and con-
verted by the apostles preaching and finding a
new unity of understanding and mutuality in
the fellowship of the Christian Church. The
facts were almost as improbable as St. Luke's
imaginative picture, for the Christian Church
did indeed breathe new life into the ancient
world and unite slaves and free Roman citizens,
Jews and Greeks, barbarian tribes and civilized
Mediterranean peoples all in one remarkable
fellowship which had so much vitality and blaz-
ing conviction that it survived the empire in
which it was born.

And that story is intended to go on and on.
A friend of mine once announced that on the
following Sunday he would take his text from
the twenty-ninth chapter of the book of the
Acts of the Apostles. Now the truth of the
matter is that there are only twenty-eight
chapters in the book of Acts in the Bible, but
my friend's point was that you and I are living
out and working out the twenty-ninth chapter of
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Acts. We are still living in this subjective period
of God's salvation story, when you and I are part
of the picture of what God is doing to save and
win men and women and give them newness of
life.

Alumni of the Church

ONE THING is different, however, in our part
of the twenty-ninth chapter of Acts, and that
is that in our time the locale of the working of
the Holy Spirit is not so much the Church as
it is the world at large. Bernard Berenson, the
expatriate art critic, once wrote about his reli-
gious position, and he said this: "I regard my-
self as a Christianity graduate in the same
sense in which I am a college graduate. I feel
toward the Church as I do toward the univer-
sity — the same gratitude, the same affection,
the same admiration."

I think that puts very neatly the way a great
many people feel about the Church. They have
no quarrel with the Church, really. They admire
it and are fond of it and realize they owe a
great deal to it. But they are alumni of the
Church. They have gone out from it and now
find the center of their life in the world — a
significant and exciting world. And although
they carry many of the marks of what the
Church has taught them, they no longer find
its worship and fellowship the center of their
lives. They have found God's spirit in the world
where men seek after beauty, discover truth,
fight for justice, and find fellowship with one
another in these endeavors.

This is a new chapter — perhaps the thirtieth
chapter — of the Acts of the Apostles, when
men and women find the spirit of Christ, not
primarily in the Church but in the world around
them. If you want to measure how new that
understanding is, consider the gospel which we
read on Whitsunday and see what St. John has
our Lord say about the world. He is discussing
the coming gift of his spirit to the disciples,
and notice that in the five instances where he
speaks about "the world," it is always a rather
slighting and depreciatory reference. The im-
plication clearly is that the world is a dark and
hopeless and deadly place, the opposite of the
community of light and truth and love which is
the Christian fellowship:

"The spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive."

"The world seeth me no more, but ye see me."
"Judas saith unto him . . . how is it that thou
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wilt manifest thyself unto us and not unto
the world?"

"My peace I give unto you; not as the world
giveth, give I unto you."

And finally, the "prince of this world" is men-
tioned — and St. John means "the devil."

So St. John's picture is of a little band of
Christian believers, representing the spirit of
truth and life and love, set in the midst of a
hostile and antagonistic world which represents
the spirit of falsehood, blindness, animosity and
death. So if a man wants to live life fully and
genuinely and realistically and lovingly, he has
to stay close to the Church. He does not gradu-
ate from it and go away from it into the world,
because the world is so antagonistic and so
deadly that he will lose what he once gained.
That is the way St. John and the New Testa-
ment generally thought about the world and
the Church.

The World Today

ST. JOHN would not, I think, write quite so
bleakly about the world if he were writing today.
The world, for one thing, has been subjected to
two thousand years of Christian influence. It
is a v/orld that is much more hopeful and com-
passionate and energetic than the world of St.
John's day. But the question that then pre-
sents itself is what is the point and purpose of
the Church if the spirit of Christ is now so
widely dispersed abroad in the world?

Suppose we take the illustration of St. Luke's
great vision in the Whitsunday Epistle of men
of all races and nations and languages united in
a single fellowship in the Christian Church. In
the divided and class-conscious world of the
Roman Empire, that was a decisive and all-im-
portant experience of the brotherhood of the
human race and the possibilities of fellowship
that reside within it. So it was natural to say,
"The world cannot receive that spirit of brother-
hood: thou dost manifest thyself unto us and
not unto the world."

No wonder St. John could write like that.
But in our modern world, the spirit of human
brotherhood has some of its most exciting and
dramatic evidences in the world, and not in the
Church at all. Indeed, it has been said that the
most segregated hour which is left in American
life is eleven o'clock Sunday morning. Remem-
ber that St. Luke's Pentecost congregation, since
it contained men from Libya and Egypt in
North Africa — presumably black in color of
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skin — would be outlawed in South Africa's
churches and almost equally impossible in many
parts of the United States. Is the spirit of
Christ more powerfully at work in racially
segregated congregations of worshipping Chris-
tians or in integrated schools or the fellowship
of workers for civil rights? These are ques-
tions which we must ask as we try to identify
the activity of the Holy Spirit in our time.

Power of the Church
WITHOUT for a moment excusing or condoning
the scandalous ways in which we Christians
have often resisted and made a mockery of
Christ's spirit in our churches, I myself believe
that the Church is still the place where the
essential healing work in human life has to be
done. The essential work of healing the broken-
ness of the human community is the reassur-
ance of the importance and value of each
individual in the eyes of God. The world's com-
munities and fellowships, under the guidance of
Christ's spirit, do oftentimes make dramatic
breakthroughs in fellowship and good will, and
the Church seems to bring up the rear guard.
But I think it becomes clear as one lives the
life of the Church day in and day out, that
something happens here — here at the altar
rail, for example — which goes more deeply to
the center of the human problem than anything
else in the world.

Indeed I would say that, for all its short-
comings, the Christian Church alone has the
secret of what creates real fellowship, and that
is the overwhelming and unconditional love and
mercy and forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ.
No one would want to underrate the heroic and
self-sacrificing contribution that the civil-rights
movement has made in creating fellowship and
brotherhood and good will, and yet it would be
sentimental and naive not to notice that even
such movements have need of the continuing
transforming power of Christ's spirit of mercy
and forgiveness.

I do not mean to turn the spotlight of critic-
ism off the scandalous disunity of the Christian
Church, but it is only fair to notice that the
civil-rights movements, dedicated to brotherhood
and fellowship, are split into almost as many
warring factions as the Christian Church, and
they have been in existence for only a few
decades. Perhaps they need an "ecumenical
movement" almost as much as the Christian
Church.
Ten

Need for Forgiveness

SO REALISM requires us to admit that human
community is always in need of the presence
and power of the spirit of Christ's mercy and
forgiveness and love. The late Professor Co-
chrane of Toronto in his brilliant study of the
place of Christianity in the Roman Empire calls
attention to what he calls "Christian democ-
racy," the great idea that all men belong
together despite their differences — even dif-
ferences in virtue and wisdom. He notices the
contrast in spirit between the Meditations of
Marcus Aurelius, in many ways the greatest
mind of the classical world, and St. Augustine's
Confessions. The first thing to notice, says
Professor Cochrane, is that the Meditations are
addressed to the author himself and the Con-
fessions are addressed to God.

But further than that, and because of it,
Marcus Aurelius writes always to justify him-
self as the exemplar of the heroic ideal, urging
himself on toward higher and higher virtue,
struggling to repress unworthy impulses and
ambitions. What a difference in the Confes-
sions! Here is no pretense at heroism or virtue,
indeed the theme is precisely the failure of
human virtue and the inadequacy of human
wisdom. Professor Cochrane suggests that here
is the new basis for a community — a recogni-
tion of common weakness and failure, a frank
admission that heroism is not for everyone, and
that even heroes have flaws and shortcomings
that need forgiveness and mercy too.

All Inclusive
THAT IS the secret of genuine fellowship, and
that secret resides in the recollection of the
great love and mercy of the crucified and risen
Christ. It is his spirit, calling all these things
to our remembrance, that enables us and obliges
us to reach out to wider and wider circles of
human fellowship and to see that for all our
differences in virtue and wisdom Christ loves
us all, forgives us all, and calls us all into the
universal fellowship of his Church.

That is why, for all its shortcomings, the
Christian Church is still the most inclusive fel-
lowship in the world. It includes people whom
the civil-rights movement would never tolerate
for a moment: conservative in temperament,
perhaps; lacking in vision, perhaps; deficient in
moral heroism, no doubt; but still God's chil-
dren, whose greatest hope is that they will come
to see their need of God's mercy and to find in
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that need and in God's great response to it the
one tie that binds them to all other men under
the sun.

No one can ever expect to graduate from that
kind of a community, as if he had finished his
course and could go out into the world fully
competent to tackle its responsibilities as an
alumnus of the Church. Our mistakes and our
failures, our blunders and our shortsightedness
all drive us back again and again to him whose
love is always ready to pardon and forgive and
to bestow once again the Holy Spirit that unites
us to one another in the fellowship which is
open to everyone, the fellowship of forgiven
sinners.

The first Pentecost congregation is repre-
sented again at the altar rail. We pray that

the scandalous divisions that make that altar rail
less than an inclusive, world-wide one may be
pardoned and that we may receive gifts of in-
sight and faith by which to overcome our sins.
And we pray, too, that this conviction that all
men belong together as one family under God
will prompt us to new adventures in community
in all the troubled areas of our world's life, giving
thanks for this work of Christ's spirit in the
world wherever we find it.

But above all, our praises and our thanks-
givings are due to him from whom and by whom
the spirit is given — the loving and compas-
sionate and self-giving Christ, in whose life
alone we find the secret of true and everlasting
communion and fellowship.

VIOLENCE AND RIGIDITY
By William W. Rankin

Curate at Trinity, Elmira, \N. Y.

HOW TO BREAK THE

VICIOUS CYCLE OF HATE

STOKELY CARMICHAEL, the head of the Stu-
dent Non Violent Coordinating Committee, said
recently that in one month two Negro churches
in Lowndes County, Alabama, were burned to
the ground. He hastened quickly to say that
in the same month in the same county one white
church was burned to the ground. His Negro
audience applauded wildly.

His remarks and their effect upon the audi-
ence brought to mind a story told me by a
Negro minister whose forebears had come orig-
inally from Pennsylvania. It seems that in this
particular section of Pennsylvania there has
never been much serious racial trouble, and
relations between whites and blacks have been
mutually respectful if not amicable. At one un-
pleasant moment in that community's history a
few Negro houses had been burned out by the
Klan, it is true, but harmony was quickly re-
stored when a few white houses were accident-
ally incinerated within a week. For years after,
and up to the present time, whites and blacks
have lived together in peace and tranquillity in
that place.

Aside from the interesting fact that in Lown-
des County the symbols of Negro power and
MAT 11, 1967

white power are evidently churches — an en-
riching subject for meditation — it appears that
we may now be encountering concrete manifes-
tations of at least one of the aspects of "Black
Power". Black power may of course mean
political power in the form of votes, economic
power in the form of cash — hence the term
"Green Power" — or the power of intimidation
which rests upon the ability to cause fear, or
any of different combinations of these. The
particular form of power with which I am con-
cerned here is the kind which issues in and
results from violence. It is black power in this
form which Carmichael and my friend men-
tioned; it is this which we may have whether
we like it or not; and it is this which I believe
will occupy some of our headlines this summer.

A Vicious Cycle
IT IS SILLY to presume to analyse black
violence in a short space such as this article
provides. It is even more silly to suggest a
solution. But maybe some good could come
from trying to understand and communicate the
mood of black violence since all too often the
prospect of black violence simply generates a
corresponding mood in whites, a mood which
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drives guilt-ridden whites to more rigid reaction
against t h e blacks. Rigidity against black
violence often becomes self-defeating whenever
it converts white guilt into white hatred.

The principle is basically the same as that put
forth by Norman Cohn in the June 1966 issue
of Commentary, although I wouldn't push the
analogy too far. One of the factors in the
increasing terror carried out by the Nazis, Cohn
believes, is the cycle of increasing guilt leading
to increasing hatred of the guilt-producing ob-
ject — the Jews. Momentum builds up as
repressed guilt comes out as hatred — in the
face of black violence; hatred yields more
violence; more violence yields more hatred, and
so forth.

The white mood, in a nutshell, results in more
rather than less tension between the races, and
this tension of course exacerbates the situation
causing black violence in the first place. It is
probably true therefore that the emotional re-
action of whites faced by black violence inevit-
ably feeds the very source of their discomfort.
The cycle of rigidity moves through continuing
stages of guilt, hatred and violence. Thus all
of us seem to be carried along by a force which
leads more and more compellingly toward the
thing which we want so much to avoid, which
is more violence.

Perhaps it is worth trying to feel the mood
which characterizes black power, but feel it and
then try to understand it rationally. For often
it is the case that we liberal TIPS — Totally
Involved Persons — look into the black mood
solely on the emotional level, and that leads to
the same kind of rigidity and righteousness
which re-produces the identical — angry — re-
action within the white community. I believe
that now it is imperative for the freedom move-
ment whites to learn to communicate the mean-
ing of the mood of black violence to the entire
white community so that the mood can be ap-
preciated and then understood rationally.

The Grass Roots
THE CIVIL RIGHTS movement, at least as we
have known it, is dead. Even Chet and David
have said it. It is perhaps difficult for TIPs to
turn the freedom movement over to the blacks,
but this is the way the game is played at this
point in history. The arena of TIP activity
therefore becomes more than ever the white
community, whose rigidity against the appar-
ently nascent black power feeds black violence.

The trek back to the white communities
Twelve

should not surprise or disappoint militant TIPs
since most people have known that the most
costly battles are fought there rather than in
the ghettoes. I don't think that many of the
black civil rights leaders are surprised either,
because they have probably been playing ball
with TIPs knowing all along that only modest
gains would be made. The effect of black-TIP
collaboration would be, and has been, to whet
the appetites of the black masses, whose hopes
once aroused would be turned to frustrated
anger as soon as promises remained unfilled.
The cliche is, once a man tastes freedom, he
wants all he can get. Certainly most of the
black leadership are realistic enough to know
that a valuable gain has already been made now
that the freedom movement has reached the
grass roots of the Negro community. The recent
honeymoon between Negroes and white liberals
has therefore served a purpose: the freedom
movement is an issue in the lives of all blacks
everywhere in the country. So here we are
facing violence, I think, at a time when the civil
rights movement is dead. Why violence? Be-
cause part of the dynamics of the freedom move-
ment appears to be the frustration which comes
at the point where whitey finally says "No".
This is the meaning of what is called "The
Backlash" or "Law and Order", or the hundred
other euphemisms which, despite their osten-
sible reasonableness, nevertheless deliver the
message to the blacks: No!

Whites, especially the liberals, have contri-
buted as much as anyone to the frustrations of
broken promises which now threaten to erupt
in black violence. I for one think it is foolish
for blacks hastily to derogate the white liberals
— TIP is of course a black word which sym-
bolizes this tendency —• since there are larger
and more important battles to be fought. There-
fore I do not mean to cast blame on the white
liberals for what appears now to be a highly
volatile situation in America; rather I recognize
that we liberals have done what we have had
to do and in this moment of history we could
do no other. Yet we must recognize that we
did have a large hand in creating the present
situation, and therefore we have a responsibility
towards the situation. Our responsibility seems
rather clear, and I think it is for most of us to
turn back to our white communities and do our
work there. Our work should be primarily to
break the cycle of increasing rigidity, a cycle
which feeds black violence.
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The Gilded Ghettoes
I FEEL somewhat free to suggest a possible
approach to tackling the problem of the rigidity
cycle, since I have seen relatively little success
with any other approaches. Maybe mine will be
useful to demonstrate that other approaches
have more merit than was first realized. At
any rate if it is true that most white TIPs must
turn to their own gilded ghettoes and do their
work there, and if it is true that black violence
is more or less inevitable — especially in areas
of high Negro population — then TIPs must
work harder than ever to interpret to the
increasingly rigid whites the meaning of the
mood of violence. And the meaning of it seems
to include the frustrations of broken promises,
the teasing and whetting of appetites, and then
the ubiquitous legerdemain which means Nigger,
you've gone far enough.

The rigidity of most reactionary whites seems
to be a visceral rather than a cerebral phe-
nomenon, and it follows, I believe, that rational
argument is relatively fruitless. Perhaps there-
fore TIP strategy might be to turn to advantage
the emotional mechanism by which visceral
people operate, i.e. to try to "out-outrage" the
reactionaries. One of the characteristics of re-
ligious persons — and I believe most Americans
are, broadly speaking, rather "religious" — is
a capacity for righteous indignation. Another
characteristic is self-righteousness — as blacks
who have worked with TIPs are quick to point
out. Both characteristics are more visceral than
rational, and both provide, therefore, a possible
opening by which we may try to break the
rigidity cycle.

I have seen the response of persons who hear
for the first time of the adventures of the police
force of one large American city. These adven-
tures include for example the misuse of a stop
and search law so that Negro women are picked
up, taken to a police station, and there subjected
to an embarrassing search on the grounds that
they may be concealing narcotics. Or in the
same city there is the interesting practice of
keeping Negro teenagers at each other's throats
— to the point of danger to themselves and to
the areas in which they live — in order that
they won't come together and "gain strength"
by federating their gangs, or come into whitey's
territory and cause trouble there. The method
is simple, and it involves picking up one or a
few members of one gang, driving them to an-
other gang's territory and putting them out of
MAT 11, 1967

the car. Naturally they get beat up for invad-
ing another gang's "turf" and the gang war is
on. Or, less dramatically, there is simply the
old fifteen minute stop and frisk technic, which
is not too painful if you don't mind being
stopped and searched by a cop for fifteen
minutes.

Role of Police

THE POLICE PROBLEM is an excellent exam-
ple, by the way, of the rigidity cycle. Faced
with riots in the past, and well aware of seet-
hing resentment throughout the Negro com-
munity, the reactionary whites have dealt with
the situation of Negro anger not primarily by
listening to them or by trying to solve some of
their problems; the white community has done
precisely what the rigidity cycle predicts they
would do, namely to pass ordinances giving
police greater power and fewer checks! Violence
yields stiffening resistence yields more violence.

Someone has said that what is needed today
is a new definition of what is obscene. We get
upset at obscenity, or what we think is ob-
scenity. Our indignation at violence could per-
haps better become indignation at the cause of
violence if TIPs can demonstrate that police
brutality, arbitrary arrest, and other injustices
endemic to the poverty and ghetto areas are
obscene. Compared to the police dog and the
fire hose, the four letter words which a Negro
may use strike me as relatively un-obscene and
beside the point. The same could be said about
the other allegedly "obscene" characteristics of
the ghetto such as "sexual promiscuity", "get-
ting a free ride on welfare", "never take a
bath", "mentally ill", "spend all their money on
booze", and on and on.

Incidentally are the blacks obscene after all?
Are they "moral"? The record indicates they
have been patient for over 250 years. At any
rate, a former professor of mine refers to this
kind of value system, I believe, as "micro-
ethics". It is the tendency to judge a situation
primarily in terms of arbitrary, petty, bourgeois
morality, and it is the tendency to avoid what
really cries out as a major problem affecting
human beings at a deep level of their lives. The
simplistic and ad hominum way of dealing with
an issue such as black violence is by way of
phrases like "We will have law and order" and
"When they work themselves up the ladder...",
which are legitimate subjects for inquiry but
do not face the real problem.

Thirteen

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



Creative Solutions

I BELIEVE that the summer of 67 will find
blacks violent and whites stiffening in reaction
against them. I believe too that white liberals
will have to remain, by and large, in the white
community. My suggestion, not a new one
maybe but perhaps worth saying again at this
time in history, is that in emotion charged
situations emotion may be used to advantage
when and if reason fails. And I don't think
reason alone will do the trick; at least it hasn't
yet. Perhaps what we whites can do is to try
to arouse the indignation of our communities
over what is really obscene and in that way
place black violence, when it comes, in the con-
text which best explains it.

What we clearly cannot afford is what we
have had so far, increasing rigidity and reac-
tion against the problem rather than creative
solutions to it. Why not, therefore, arm our-
selves with facts, evidence and case studies of
real obscenities in our local communities. The
facts are readily available in every community,
and I think they should be used now to outrage
all the righteous and self-righteous of which we
Christians have so many. If we who know
better allow it, black violence will become viewed
as a disease rather than as the effect of disease;
as obscenity rather than the result of obscenity.

I happen to believe that the freedom move-
ment in America is one of our best "signs"
that God is still around, if we must have some
sign. It is interesting to reflect upon the
secular, non-theological way in which the same
idea was expressed by a Negro leader in Chicago.
He said he thought that life could be found and
lived more richly and more fully within the
ghetto than it could be found and lived within
the buffered and artificially constructed subur-
ban society. Perhaps these words sound roman-
tic or even preposterous, but the thing that
haunts me is that many blacks firmly believe
them.

Three Little Babies
By W. B. Spofford Jr.

Dean of St. Michael's Cathedral, Boise, Idaho

LAST WEEK, as far as I know, there were three
births registered amongst families in the cathe-
dral parish. In our expanding human community,
Fourteen

that number is still a bit higher than usual.
Having been the officiating minister at the sacra-
ment of holy matrimony for the three couples
who were new parents, I quite naturally rejoiced
with them.

Each of the three births had something in
them which reflected our contemporary human
condition. In one case, my rejoicing had to be
in absentia since the couple lives in northern
Idaho, high up in the Panhandle forests, sur-
rounded by natural beauty and in what, today, is
considered relative isolation. For this mother,
it meant a fifty mile drive down to the hospital
in Orofino and, given the nature of Idaho's winter-
spring transition, there was a bit of nervousness
as to whether the winding, descending road might
not be socked in with snow, slush, ice and mud.
In this case, the father had been instructed by
his M.D. brother-in-law as to how to deliver a
baby, just in case. To the relief of all, and prob-
ably the father particularly, the boy baby was
born in the hospital and not on the road some-
where.

In the second instance, the baby girl was born
in the Ontario hospital. But, with this one, there
was no father around to express his love, concern
and joy in person. He was in Vietnam, caught up
in the tragic reality of the twentieth century.

The birth announcement in the third case came
mutually between the parents and a social agency
in another state, informing me that an adoption
relationship had been worked out, after evalua-
tion, consultation and legal procedures.

All three of these new humans will live in a
vastly changed world than that into which they
are born. Will the first still know what a wilder-
ness is or will he be but a part of the urban,
cement-structured-steel life? Will the second
have her first baby while her husband is far
away — on another planet, perhaps — fighting?
Will the third live in a world which, because man-
kind has accepted the value of all human life,
sees that every child has enough to eat and to
wear and has a chance to love and be loved?

Perhaps the issues will be decided in the way
that their parents, and the rest of us, worship
today, using the true meaning of that word —
putting "God's worth and making him known
into his creation"! It's a heavy yoke and chal-
lenge, yes, but three little babies, or even one,
should remind us of it.

THE WITNESS
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SOUTHERN POOR
GET RAW DEAL

* The southern poor are still
uncertain whether the federal
government really means busi-
ness in easing their plight, a
civil rights worker told the U.S.
conference for the World Coun-
cil of Churches.

The Rev. Bruce Hilton, direc-
tor of interpretation for the
Delta Ministry in Mississippi,
said his group sees "daily proof"
in Mississippi that "the govern-
ment of this country is not yet
committed to feeding the poor
and freeing the oppressed with-
in its own borders."

Hilton noted that a Senate
subcommittee visited the Delta
and its members indicated that
"they were shocked and ap-
palled."

He reported that Senator
Joseph Clark (D-Pa.) called the
conditions "savage and barbar-
ous," while Senator Robert F.
Kennedy (D-NY) s a i d the
poverty was "as great as any in
the country." The Republican
member, Senator George Mur-
phy of California, called for
"massive federal aid" and de-
manded that the area be desig-
nated a disaster area.

"But before the ink was dry
on the press releases," he said,
"the department of agriculture
sent in two top officials to raise
doubts about the whole situa-
tion, and to assert that their
current programs were suf-
ficient for the need."

He added: "Whether thou-
sands of hungry people in the
Delta are caught in a battle be-
tween the Kennedys and the
Johnsons, or just in the desire
of bureaucrats to defend their
pet projects, it is obvious to the
poor that their government has
not made up its mind whether
to help them or not."

Hilton noted that the average
Mississippi Negro thinks, until
he is shown otherwise, that
agriculture secretary 0 r v i 11 e

MAY 11, 1967

Freeman is "going to be more
responsive to the power of Con-
gressman Jamie Whitten of the
Delta . . . than to the growling
stomachs of anonymous planta-
tion tenants."

Congressman W h i t t e n is
chairman of the house agricul-
ture appropriations sub-commit-
tee.

"The poor man knows that
until the President shakes up

the agriculture department from
top to bottom, and is willing to
back up the new secretary
r.gainst the southerners who
dominate the agriculture com-
mittees of both houses, black
people will still be hungry and
without help," Hilton said.

The civil rights spokesman
added that only those who have
known hunger can appreciate
"the irony of reading a head-

r
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line in a Delta newspaper about
President Johnson's promises to
feed the poor and free the op-
pressed — in Punta del Este —
while the agriculture depart-
ment is defending the status
quo in Mississippi."

ARCHBISHOP OF YORK
DEPLORES CHASM

-k The "appalling chasm which
yawns" between the rich coun-
tries of the west and the pover-
ty and misery of life in Asia
and the east was brought
home by Archbishop Frederick
Donald Coggan of York in an
address to his diocesan confer-
ence.

Dr. Coggan addressed his con-
ference shortly after returning
from a comprehensive tour of
India, the Far East, and Aus-
tralasia. In the light of his
experiences on this tour, he
said that thinking and praying
Christians would be "burying
their heads in the sand if they
continued to think in terms of
England being the center of the
world, and also in terms of
white domination.

"America and other nations
make strong claims on the at-
tention of these countries," he
said, "and that is understand-
able and right. But, as entry
into the Common Market here
and the construction of a Eng-
lish channel tunnel will make
our ties with Europe increasing-
ly strong, we must, I am sure,
give extra care to the strength-
ening of the links which bind
together a commonwealth whose
contribution to the welfare of
the world is greatly needed and
whose work is far from being
accomplished.

"If the member nations of
the British commonwealth could
regain their spiritual dynamism,
their influence would be beyond
estimate."

Of the rich-in-the-west, poor-
in-the-east situation, he re-
ferred specifically to India.
Sixteen

'Tee them living, sleeping,
washing, dying on the streets
of Madras and Calcutta, as you
can do any day you like to leave
your contemporary home there
and walk down-town, and the
facts of life dawn on you vividly
and unpleasantly."

Referring to the "great and
complex" problems confronting
politicians in the present world
situation, Dr. Coggan said, "If
I mention the extent of aid
which the west should give to
the poor nations, and the extent
to which countries like Aus-
tralia and New Zealand should
revise their immigration poli-
cies, I touch on only two of the
most urgent."

VERMONT COUNCIL RAPS
BURLINGTON PAPER

-k The Vermont Council of
Churches has taken the state's
largest newspaper, The Burling-
ton Free Press, to task for what
the council called a "willy-nilly"
attack on its draft-counseling
services.

A council newsletter, mailed
to all major news media and to
member Churches, claimed a
front-page Free Press article
and an editorial made an un-
necessary public issue of the
service the council has been
offering since last August.

The controversy began when
a Free Press reporter was told
by a local printer that the coun-
cil had printed 1,000 copies of
a flyer advertising the draft-
counseling service for conscien-
tious o b j e c t o r s and other
persons concerned about draft
laws. The Free Press carried
a full story accompanied by an-
other in which the state direc-
tor of selective service criticized
the council's offer as unneces-
sary.

The Rev. Roger L. Albright,
executive minister of the coun-
cil, claimed the flyers were to
be distributed only upon request
of local sources, and were not

to be part of a mass mailing.
He also pointed out the service
was announced in the council's
newsletter of last September,
and questioned why the Free
Press should "suddenly" pick up
the story and give it front page
play. (Several copies of the
newsletter go to Free Press
editorial personnel.)

The council's criticism: "A
considerable hubbub has been
stirred up by one of the daily
newspapers over the counseling
service for conscientious objec-
tors and CO counselors the
council has been conducting for
more than a year. Readers of
this report have known about
the service since last September,
but with a front-page splash,
and a lead editorial earlier this
month the Burlington Free
Press decided to make of this
a major public issue.

"With suggestions that CO's
are draft-evaders and unpatrio-
tic, and creating the impression
that the council has embarked
on a campaign to recruit slack-
ers and enlist protesters, the
resulting hoorah reached across
the state as other news media
picked up the story and com-
mented on it.

"Of course, no public cam-
paign of this dimension was
intended, but a willy-nilly one
has now been launched by the
Free Press. What was intended
was the implementation of the
statement first adopted by the
council's executive committee in
January 1966, and then affirmed
by the general assembly last
November: 'We would declare
our full support of the man
whose conscience does not allow
him to participate in mortal
combat . . . '

"This support the council had
undertaken quietly and would
conscientiously continue quietly
if that were possible.

"Just to clear up the mis-
understandings: no publicity of
this service was sought by the
council; no special releases about

TUB WITNESS
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this service have been issued by
the council. Whatever fanfare
about this there may have been
in community originated at the
Free Press, for motives of its
own."

Albright said the counseling
service would continue.

SABBATH SHIFT
TO WEDNESDAY

* It may not be too long
before churches will be forced
to hold services on a day other
than Sunday, Archbishop Ho-
ward H. Clark of Canada said.

"Wednesday evening seems
more acceptable. That's the
only time everybody is in town,"
he told the annual conference
of the brotherhood of Anglican
churchmen.

The Primate said that too
many people support the church
simply to maintain it for Sun-
days. They do not want the
church to be involved in con-
troversial business or political
issues.

This great concern for Sun-
day, he said, was one reason
why the world in general did
not take the church seriously.

"The world is no longer a
God's world," he said. "It's a
man's world. For the first time
in history, man can take the
universe and fashion it to his
needs."

He added that the Church
must reshape its attitude and
reconsider its role in the world
of man.

MEETING WORKERS
WHERE THEY ARE

* The g'ospel is now pub-
lished in a new "language" you
are unlikely to find in any dic-
tionary — "Scouse."

Scouse is the local term for
the people of Liverpool and
Merseyside, the home of the
Beatles and Scouse is their dia-
lect.

Since so many working class
MAY 11, 1967
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people in the district speak
Scouse, the Rev. Richard Wil-
liams, Anglican vicar of St.
Athanasius, has written a book
which translates the gospels
into that "language."

The bishop of Liverpool, Dr.
Stuart Y. Blanch, has approved
the v o l u m e . Its illustrated
cover shows Christ on the Cross
wearing a flat cap, open shirt
and dungarees.

In a typical passage Jesus is
quoted as saying:

"Forgive yer enemies. Yer'll
punish more dat way den if yer
clocked 'em. So feed him if 'e
wants scoff; give him a bevvy
if he's thirty."

Translated, this means:
"Forgive your enemies. You

will punish more that way than
if you struck them. So feed him
if he needs food; give him drink
if he is thirsty."

SOUTH CAROLINA VOTES
FOR WOMEN

* The right of women to
serve on church vestries was
endorsed by delegates to the
annual convention of the diocese
of South Carolina.

Their vote of approval sup-
ported the stand of Bishop Gray
Temple, who told delegates,
"The time has come for this
diocese to face up to the place
of women in the life of our
Church."

In his address, he urged the
convention "not to abolish the
Episcopal Churchwomen organi-
zation, which he termed a valu-
able agency of the diocese.

Bishop Temple said he could
find no theological justification
for denying women the right to
serve on vestries if local con-
gregations choose to elect them.

EPISCOPALIAN TAKE
IMPORTANT POST

* Allan M. Parrent of Dur-
ham, N. C, Episcopal layman
and former foreign service of-
ficer in the state department,
Eighteen

has been named director in
Washington, D.C. of the NCC
international affairs program.

He will work closely with
Robert S. Bilheimer, executive
director of the NCC Department
of International Affairs, with
the specific function to study
and research international issues
and "the position of our nation
and its government relative to
international order, justice, free-
dom and peace."

BISHOP SMITH OPPOSES
DEATH PENALTY

it Bishop Gordon Smith of
Iowa is opposed to a bill in his
state which would restore the
death penalty. He joined Bishop
James Thomas, Methodist, and
the Rev. Raymond Lingwall,
president of the Lutherans in
the state, in a telegram to the
governor and other legislators.

- - - B A C K F I R E - - -
Ralph A. Weatherly

Rector Emeritus, Grace Church,
Kingston, Pa.

Attacks upon President John-
son are increasing as the Viet-
nam war becomes harder. The
clergy assail him, urged by the
heads of councils and by profes-
sional advisers who think they
are governed by the Holy Spirit
—Drs. Blake and King (soon to
be canonized by councils), John
Bennett, Cassius Clay, Lipp-
mann, Reston, hundreds of
professors. They e n c o u r a g e
freshmen and sophomores to
protest, march, sit-down, on the
pretense of liberty of speech.
Agitators and d e m a g o g u e s
backed by funds supposed to do
good make out well financially.

The United States is now as
an Englishman points out an
empire. It has the greatest
influence. It succeeded Great
Britain as Britain succeeded
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37 Languages — 44 Editions

1908 Grand Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37203

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

02
0.

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 th
e 

E
pi

sc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
/ D

FM
S

.  
P

er
m

is
si

on
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r r
eu

se
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.



Rome as the world power. Our
forces are scattered all over the
world to prevent war if possible;
our money supports scores of
so-called republics of indigent
and illiterate people; our doc-
tors, nurses, teachers, hospitals,
schools, economic experiments
are everywhere. We are de-
tested, despised and derided by
those we help especially when
we make mistakes. This is
human nature; any experienced
benefactor expects this treat-
ment.

Mr. Johnson is the head of
our government, a self-made,
hardworking, energetic, able,
shrewd, conscientious man. He
has helped pass more measures
for the good of people, old, sick,
ignorant, than any other pres-
ident. He gets advice of the
most knowledgable men of sound
character. He works incessantly
to build a better world. He
inherited from the French and
his predecessors this conflict.
He knows what clergymen seem
not to know that in serious
crises the great presidents have
been attacked by enemies in-
cluding the clergy. See Morison's
History of the U.S. or Wilson's,
or Truman's Memoirs.

Washington was shaken to
despair by them. Jefferson was
called an infidel; Jackson, a
backwoods ignoramus. Woodrow
Wilson who created the United
Nations through his defeated
League of Nations that trained
those who formed the San Fran-
cisco Charter was a libertine
and liar (Cf. the modern press).
F.D.R. was hated more than any
president because he was a
benefactor who restored the
confidence and living of common
people. When he prayed his
critics said he was a hypocrite.

The constitution of the United
States was composed by men
who got along without a chap-
lain — they had no money to
pay one. When Franklin in the
midst of a hot debate proposed
a day of prayer his friends
thought he was joking. Maybe

he was but the next Sunday
they went to a Lutheran
Church, G e o r g e Washington
with some reservations, says
Mrs. Bowen in Miracle at Phil-
adelphia. These were good men
at home, property owners but
not rascals as Beard intimates
(Justice Holmes said Beard
might have found some good,
some happiness in America!);
they w e r e learned lawyers,
sound patriots. God seems to
have worked through them and
the successive leaders of our
nation.

Did any clergyman foresee
world war one or two? Did he
denounce Hitler or Mussolini or
Stalin?

Has any liberal person or
magazine ever praised any act
of our government or any pres-
ident? The World Tomorrow,
the Nation and others enthused
over the Soviet constitution,
but never over ours. The liberals
had hysterics about Mr. Gold-
water's ideas: they helped elect
Mr. Johnson.

The ministers, priests, rabbis,
grandstand umpires in smug
chairs, are eager to advance
cures for economic, political and
military problems about which
they know little or nothing. Do
they have t h e information,
sources of facts, the ability, of
our chosen public officers?
Despite the slurs of novels and
plays, our leaders are now and
usually have been people of
courage and i n t e g r i t y . The
clergy speak much of the Holy
Spirit. "The Holy Spirit and
we", wrote the Apostles —
meaning careful thinking and
judgment.

God wants facts, accuracy,
truth, courage, tolerance, and of
course, love.

God is common sense, says a
philosopher—a quality unknown
to our clerical advisers.

The minister is presumed to
do the work of the evangelist,
to give good news. Surely he
should first know him whose
ambassador he is.

George W. Wickersham II
Minister, the Tamworth Associated

Churches, N. H.

I reacted strongly to David
Pardoe's recent letter concern-
ing the paper output of 815.
Actually, Mr. Pardoe knows
nothing. I happen to be the
Minister of (a.) an Episcopal
church, (b.) a Baptist church
and (c.) a Congregational
(U.C.C.) church. My postmas-
ter is a tired man.

The Episcopalians are pikers
compared to the Baptists. From
state offices and from Valley
Forge headquarters American
Baptists receive a flow of stock
which defies the mind and over-
whelms the spirit. This is done,
I might add, on a considerably
smaller per capita assessment,
but then the paper is less apt
to be slick.

The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s
(U.C.C.) assail their clergy with
fewer mailings but larger enve-
lopes. Opening any one of their
offerings, whether state or
national, occasions at least a
partial n e r v o u s breakdown.
Social action, y o u t h work,
geriatrics, notices of meetings
and conferences, plus sugges-
tions for daily vacation Bible
school, will all spring from the
same packet. U.C.C. assess-
ments, by the way, are higher
than the Baptists', but lower
than the Episcopalians', which
may or may not be significant.

If I decided to follow the sug-
gestions made by my three de-
nominational bodies and attend
the meetings which they would
like me to attend, the hours left
on my schedule would be those
between midnight and 8:00
a.m. — hours not generally
considered the best for parish
work.

If I went a step further and
decided to r e a d everything
which came in these judicatory
mailings, there would be no
time left for parish work at all.

Believe me, I am for COCU—
no matter what the principles.
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Schools of the Church

THE CHURCH
FARM SCHOOL

GLEN LOCH. PA.

A School for Boys Dependent on One tmnmt
Grade* — 5th through 12th

College Preparatory and Vocational Train-
ing: Sports: Soccer, Basketball, Track,

Cro«t-Country
Learn to study, work, play on 1600 acre
taxm in historic Chester Valley.
Boyi Choir — Religious Training

CHARLES W. SHREINER, JR.
Head-master

Post Office: Box S. Paoli, Pa.

ST. MARGARET'S SCHOOL
COLLEGE PREPARATION FOR GIRLS

Fully accredited. Grades 8-12. Music,
art, dramatics. Small classes. All
sports. On beautiful Rappahannock
River. Episcopal. Summer School.
Write for catalog.

Viola H. Woolfolk,
Box W. Tappahannock, Virginia

SAINT AGNES SCHOOL
Girls Episcopal Boarding (.Grades 7-12)
and Country Day School (Grades K-12)

Fully accredited college preparatory and
general courses. Music, Drama, Arts, all
Sports. Small classes. Individual attention
and guidance stressed. Established 1870.
49-acre campus. Write for catalog.

HAMILTON H. BOOKHOUT, HeadmatUr
SAINT AGNES SCHOOL

Box W., Albany, N. Y. 12211

LENOX SCHOOL
A Church School in the Berkshire Hills for
boys 12-18 emphasizing Christian ideal and
character through simplicity of plant and
equipment, moderate tuition, the co-operatrr*
telf-help system and informal, personal re-
lationthips among boys and faculty.

REV. ROBERT L. CURRY, Headmost*
LENOX, MASSACHUSETTS

THE WOODHULL SCHOOLS

Nursery to College

HOLLIS, L. I.

Sponsored by
ST. GABRIEL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
under the direction of the rector,
THE REV. ROBERT Y. CONDIT

Shattuck School
The oldest Church School west of the ABa-
ghenies integrates all part of its program —
religious, academic, military, social — to help
high school age boys grow "in wisdom end
stature and in favor with God and man."

Write
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

665 Shumway Hall
SHATTTJCK SCHOOL FARiBAtrLT, Mrjnc.

MEMBER: THE EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

ST. AGNES SCHOOL

Episcopal school for girls. College prep.
Boarding grades 8-12; day, kindergarten
to college. 16-acre campus. Playing fields.
Near Washington theatres, galleries. Sta-
dent goT't. emphasizes responsibility.

ROBERTA C. McBRLDE, Headmittrees
Alexandria, Virginia 22302

SOUTH KENT SCHOOL
SOUTH KENT. CONNECTICUT 067S5

An Episcopal Church hoarding school
for hoys, grades 8-12

Im addition to providing a demanding
of study leading to college training to*
school aims to encourage self-reliance and
saW rtiaripline and to instill • tense of pe*-
sanal responsibility, with a strong belief in
the basic ralues of simplicity and Cliilirim

L. WYNNE W1STHR, Headmaster

S T U A R T H A L L
Virginia's Oldest

Preparatory School for Girls
Episcopal school in the Shenandoah Valley.
Gndes 9-12. Fully accredited. Notable
ccilc£c entrance record.. Strong |̂ii«w* MM
«rt. Modern equipment. Gymanajiam, » -
done fw iimn nig pool. Attractive escapees.

surrounding*. Catalog****

THE NATIONAL
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL

(For Girls)
ST. ALBANS SCHOOL

(For Boys)

Two schools on the 58-acre CIOM
of the Washington Cathedral offer-
ing a Christian education in the
stimulating environment of the Na-
tion's Capital. Students experience
many of the advantages of co-edu-
cation yet retain the advantages of
separate education. — A thorough
curriculum of college preparation
combined with a program of super*
vised athletics and of social, cul-
tural, and religious activities.

Day: Gndes 4-12 Boarding: Gndee S-12
Catalogue Sent Upon Request

Mount St. Alban, Washington 16, D.C.

N O R T H W E S T E R N

A C A D E M Y

LAKE GENEVA, WISCONSIN
Rev. James Howard Jacobson

Superintendent and Rector

An outstanding military college pre-
paratory school for boys 12 to 18
grades 8 through 12. Fireproof
buildings, modern science depart-
ment excellent laboratory and aca-
demic facilities. 90 acre campus with
extensive lake shore frontage, new
3 court gym. Enviable year 'round
environment. All sports, including
riding and sailing. Accredited. Sum-
mer Camp. Write for catalogue

164 South Lake Shore Road.

The Wi tness DeVeaux School

Martte. Dabney Jones, MJL,
Headmistress

BOK W, Stantoo, Virginia

Offers a Very Low Rate for

space on this page which

appears in 44 issues during

a year. Details from

THE WITNESS
Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657

Niacmm FaTJj, New Tork
FonmncD 1853

A Church School for boys in the Diocese el
Western New Tork. Grades thru 12. Col-
lege Preparatory. Small dassec 50 acte
Campus, Resident Faculty. Dormitories for
130, School Building, Chapel, Gymnaatam
and Swimming Pool; 9 interscholastic sports,
Music, Art.

DAVID A. KEHHBST, M.A., H*

THZ RT. RET. LirraisTOK L. S c A m , DJ>.
Ckainntm, Board of Tnutett
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