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The Conference at Wellesley is 
Well Attended

Americans Save Many Orphans 
in the Near East

Leaders Find Gathered There an Enthusiastic, 
Earnest Group of Church Workers

One Check For One Hundred Thousand Dollars 
Saves Over Two Thousand Children

The Conference fo r  Church W ork, 
meeting a t W ellesley College, Ju n e  26- 
July 6, dem onstrated the  rea l charac ter of 
a National Episcopal Conference m ore 
definitely than  in o ther years. This Con­
ference, form erly  held a t Cambridge, b u t 
for the last fo u r years a t  W ellesley Col­
lege, through the courtesy of its tru stees, 
differs from  all o ther conferences and sum ­
mer schools fo*r church work and w orkers 
in tha t i t  is a general conference in dis­
tinction from  the  Provincial Diocesan and 
Interdiocesan conferences held in m any 
places by the Church.

The G eneral Conference, unlike the 
others, is fo r the  benefit of the  whole 
American Church, ra th e r  than  fo r any 
particular locality, people com ing th is 
year from  fifty-two dioceses and tw enty- 
four sta tes and from  the m issionary dis­
tricts in China, Japan , P orto  Rico, Brazil 
and the Philippines, m any of those from  
overseas being missionaries. I t  is n o t un ­
der control of an y  o ther organization, 
either a provincial council or a diocese or 
group of dioceses, as are the  others. I t  is 
managed by a com m ittee whose mem bers 
are from  th ree Provinces and seven Dio­
ceses.

The prim ary aim of this conference' is 
to supply the Church w ith one of her 
greatest p resen t needs, leaders, in all 
branches of h e r work. F o r th is reason 
the General Conference p refers its mem­
bership to  be composed largely  of those, 
young or older, who are already  leaders or 
teachers in any  branch of the  Church’s 
work, b u t who wish to  ge t in struc tion  in 
their particu la r lines fo r  the coming year, 
and those who, though still young or un ­
instructed, show ab ility  fo r leadership and 
intend to  pass on to o thers w hat they  
themselves have received. The c o n fe r  
ence this year was m arkedly m ade up of 
this type. N early  everyone present, young 
and middle-aged, studied hard  and con­
scientiously, all receiving in addition to 
their instructions the inspiration  which 
comes from  the  classes on the Bible, 
prayer book and personal religion.

In response to  a request fo r  a com m ent 
on his splendid course given to  the  clergy 
of the conference, Bishop C oadjutor E lect 
Charles L. S la ttery  said : “ This course 
has (impressed me w ith  the  advantage of 
having a clearing-house fo r m ethods in the 
life and work of the clergy. In  m y lectures 
I have been te lling  w hat I have discovered 
to be useful in the parishes which I  have

REA D Y  M ONEY

The W itness, not being a subsidized 
paper, depends entirely  upon its 
readers fo r support. They do ex­
trem ely well during ten  months of 
the year b u t seem to have other 
things on th e ir  minds during the hot 
sum m er months. We need cash to pay 
our bills. We a re  w illing to pay  for 
th is  ready  money. Therefore the 
following proposition is m ade: Send 
us your nam e and th a t  of a friend  
together w ith two dollars. Your 
subscrip tion  wilj. be advanced one 
year from  present expiration  date. 
Your friend  will receive the paper 
fo r a  year, and you will have sent 
to you a copy of Bishop Johnson’s 
“The Personal C hrist.” $3.50 fo r 
$2.00. F ill out the form  on another 
page and m ail today.

served, and I  have learned  from  the mem­
bers of the class, both in the lecture room 
and outside it, m any details of experi­
m ents which will help me in  m y m inistry. 
I  am  convinced th a t the m ost effective 
m inistry  is made, n o t by  a m an who s ta rts  
out w ith a hard  and fa s t theory  of adm in­
istra tion , however good, b u t by a m an who 
daily adapts him self to  the needs and as­
p iration  of the  people com m itted to him. 
W e of the  clergy need consecrated and un­
selfish im agination.”

Rev. A. B. M,ercer of the  W estern  Theo­
logical Sem inary gave a splendid Old Tes­
tam en t Course on the Book of Job. In  
com m enting on th is course, he m akes a 
significant com m ent on the ability  of Epis­
copalians to  g e t hold of the m odern view.

He said: “ I have lectured  before m any 
societies and clubs on the Bible. Some of 
them  have consisted of Episcopalians 
only, others have been non-Episcopalian. 
I  have found th a t the ability  of Episco­
palians to  co-ordinate Church and  Bible 
is such as to  p resen t th e  minimum of dif­
ficulty in presen ting  m odern in te rp re ta ­
tion of the te x t of the Bible.”

Rev. B. W. Bonnell, of St. John ’s Col­
lege, Greeley, Colo., in his class fo r young 
people discussing problem s in religion was 
pleasantly  surprised a t the  readiness of 
young people to en ter into discussion.

Two m onths ago N ear E ast Relief was 
obliged to make a 25 per cen t reduction 
in all appropriations fo r orphanage sup­
po rt in A rm enia, Anatolia, Syria and P al­
estine. Receipts had decreased 40 per 
cent. There was no alternative. The 25 
per cent reduction in appropriations m eant 
the inevitable death of thousands of little  
children whom Am erica had already  taken 
into the orphanages of the N ear E ast—  
certain  death unless the Am erican public, 
by increased contributions, “ commuted 
the sentence.”

The facts w ere quickly placed before 
the public and the public responded. The 
contributions during April and May w ere 
restored  to  the  form er level of $5 per 
m onth fo r each child in the orphanages. 
Funds represen ting  the increased contri­
butions were cabled to  the  N ear E ast, and 
a f te r  a tem porary  reduction in rations, 
provision was made fo r the reten tion  of 
all the children already  assembled in  the 
orphanages.

This achievem ent was m ade possible 
first, by the Am erican press, w ithout whose 
co-operation in placing the  fac ts  before 
the public, the  saving of the lives of these 
thousands of children would have been 
impossible, and second, by the  Am erican 
public th a t always shows itse lf ready  to 
respond when the fac ts  are known.

One check came unsolicited fo r  $100,000 
from  an anonym ous donor, who read  of 
the th rea tened  slaughter of innocents and 
responded prom ptly, generously. This 
man, by signing th a t check, litera lly  saved 
the lives of 2,000 orphaned children as 
tru ly  as if  he had rescued them  from  a 
sinking ship or burning building.

Tens of thousands of children, the  po­
ten tia l leaders of a new N ear E ast, are 
living today, who would have perished 
had it no t been fo r the co-operation of the 
American press and the response of the 
Am erican public.

Most of these children, however, are 
under eleven years of age. They are  or­
phans. They have no friendly , strong  
governm ent to  give them  care and pro tec­
tion. More than  100,000 of them  are 
wholly dependent upon A m erican philan­
thropy. Their needs will be as g rea t dur­
ing the  summ er m onths and the  coming 
w inter as they  w ere la st spring, and i t  is 
only by a steady continuance of contribu­
tions th a t a recurrence of th e  crisis can 
be avoided.
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GENERAL NEWS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
D r. R e if s n id e r  E le c te d  to  
D e a n sh ip  o f  B e x le y  H a ll

A t the annual m eeting on June 19 the 
Boat'd of T rustees of Kenyon College 
elected to the Deanship of Bexley Hall the 
Rev. Dr. Charles S. Reifsnider, now Presi­
den t of St. P au l’s College a t  Tokyo. Dr. 
R eifsnider g raduated  a t  Kenyon College 
in 1898 and a t Bexley Hall in 1900 and 
has since received the degrees of M aster 
of A rts in course, 1904, and L.H.D., 1912. 
As an alum nus of the sem inary his elec­
tion will be particu larly  welcome to  Bex­
ley men and  because of his w ide experi­
ence and em inent service he will b ring  to 
the sem inary the leadership th a t i t  needs. 
As Dr. R eifsnider is now in Japan  his de­
cision cannot be known fo r some little  
tim e.

A t the  same m eeting the Board of T rus­
tees elected to  the E leutheros Cooke P ro­
fessorship of Church H istory and Ecclesi­
astical P olity  the Rev. Charles E. Byrer, 
’00 Bex., ’22 D.D., R ector of Christ 
Chureh, Springfield, Ohio. Dr. B yrer took 
his bachelor’s degree a t O tterbein College 
and graduated  from  Bexley Hall in 1900. 
Dr. B yfer is well known as a w rite r and 
scholar; F or fifteen years he has been 
an exam ining Chaplain of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio and fo r nine years Presi­
den t of the S tanding Committee. Dr. 
B yrer has been a deputy a t the last th ree 
G eneral Conventions and has been elected 
to  the coming Convention a t  Portland.

O rd in a tio n  in  C h r is t  C h u rc h ,
N o rfo lk , V irg in ia

In  C hrist Church, N orfolk, Va., on St. 
P e te r’s Day, Mr. H enry R. Taxdal, M.A., 
B.S., S.T.B., was ordained deacon by the 
Rt. Rev. A. C. Thomson, D.D., Bishop Co­
ad ju to r of Southern V irginia. He was 
presented  by his rector, Rev. F. C. Stein- 
m e tz ,. S.T.D., who also preached the ser­
mon.

The service was a most impressive one, 
many of the clergy from Norfolk, Ports­
mouth and vicinity being present, in their 
vestments.

Beautiful music was rendered by the 
full vested choir of boys and men.

Luncheon, served in the parish house, 
followed the ordination service.

Rev. Mr. Taxdal will have charge dur­
ing the summer of All Saints’ Church, 
Park View, Portsmouth, where he will 
preach on Sunday mornings, taking the 
night service and preaching a t Cradock.

W ith the autum n, he will en ter a course 
a t t h e : H arvard  and Cambridge Divinity 
School.

W o m e n  o f  C h ic a g o  C h u rc h  
W in  a  T h o u sa n d  D o lla rs  

. An en terprising  newspaper in Chicago 
s ta rted  a novel advertising  scheme. All 
of the stores in the  te rr ito ry  th a t the  pa­
per covered were given coupons which 
were to be given aw ay with the purchase 
of products advertised in its pages. The 
institu tion  which collected the la rgest 
num ber of these coupons was to receive 
a  prize of $1,000. P rac tica lly  all of the  
churches on the south side of Chicago en­
tered  the contest, including a t least two 
Roman churches, w ith over a thousand

com m unicants each. Several lodges also 
entered  the contest. Y et in spite of this 
com petition, in the face of which m ost 
small churches would give up, the women 
of St. George’s Church w ent to  work. A t 
the very outside there were probably no t 
more than  th irty  women w orking b u t they 
pulled together w ith a real enthusiasm  
and were announced as the prize w inner 
on Ju ly  1st. St. George’s is a Mission of 
150 com municants, under the direction of 
the m anaging editor of The W itness.

D io cese  o f  N ew  Y q rk  
M ak es N ew  R e co rd

The rep o rt of the Church T reasurer of 
the Diocese of New York, giving the N a­
tion W ide Campaign receip ts as of June 
1st, 1922, indicates th a t the Diocese of 
New York leads the Church w ith a to ta l 
of $107,110.12, which is an increase of 
$20,552.15 over th a t recorded as of the 
same date la s t year. The nex t la rgest in­
crease is $9,192.05. The second and the 
eighth provinces are the only ones show­
ing any  increase over the corresponding 
period last year.

T h e  P r in c e to n  S u m m e r  S choo l 
W il l  A t te n d e d

A bout two hundred students have reg ­
istered a t  the Summer School. The rain  
is alm ost continuous, b u t nothing damp­
ened the ardor and enthusiasm  of those a t­
tending.

The F ourth  of Ju ly  was m ost p a trio t­
ically observed, a special fea tu re  being 
the singing of patrio tic songs a t the W ash­
ington Memorial. I t being Field Day, 
much fun  was enjoyed by old and young 
alike.

The early  Holy Communion services are 
w onderfully attended.

A full rep o rt of this im portan t confer­
ence will appear in a la te r  issue.

A c tiv e  B u ild in g  in  
D io cese  o f  B e th le h e m

The Diocese of Bethlehem is try ing  to 
enlarge its  ru ra l work, or a t  least to re ­
vive the missions which w ere once alive, 
bu t have been dead fo r some tim e. Regu­
lar services are  held in St. M atthew ’s 
Church, Stevensville, this summ er by the 
Rev. Ralph W eatherly, the rec to r of the 
church in Montrose. St. M atthew ’s was 
organized in 1814 and fo r m any years was 
a flourishing ru ra l parish, b u t fo r years 
now the church has been closed. Mr. 
W eatherly  does th is  as a work of love and 
reports splendid responses to his efforts.

The Bishop spent a day and the Arch­
deacon a week lately  in St. Thomas, Mor­
gantown, another of the small villages of 
the diocese. This parish was sta rted  in 
1744, long before we celebrated our inde­
pendence. F our years ago, the old church 
was burned to  the ground, having been 
struck by lightning. The walls being 
massive and well built, w ere no t much 
damaged, and have stood th e re  these fo u r 
years asking fo r restoration . As the  com­
m unity has been changing fo r some years, 
it  was a question w hether we should re ­
build or not. B ut the tide is turning. 
Church people are re tu rn in g  and to te s t 
the ir in terest, an all-day m eeting wag held

to talk  over the situation. I t  was decided 
to  rebuild as, close to the old lines as pos­
sible and subscriptions were taken amount­
ing to  over $7,000. I t  is hoped the build­
ing can be restored  and furnished for ten 
thousand. The Bishop expects to let the 
con tract by the first of August.

The Bishop has also ordered the build­
ing of a parish house for St. Elizabeth’s 
Mission in Allentown. This congregation 
has been worshipping in an  old abandoned 
school house for the last fifteen years. 
There is g re a t joy  am ong the longsuffer- 
ing and p a tien t people.

St. George’s, Olyphant, is going to build 
a rectory . This has been a crying need 
fo r m any years. A basem ent is being built 
under St. Joseph’s I ta lian  Church, West 
Bangor. So tha t, notw ithstanding the 
coal strike and now the railroad shopmen 
on strike, both of which industries effect 
our people very intim ately, the diocese is 
going to do more by way of building than 
fo r m any years» past. T rin ity  Church, 
Pottsville, is m aking additions and alter­
ations to its church, which will cost at 
least $130,000. Most of the work is done, 
and they hope to  have the reopening be­
fore the G eneral Convention. There will 
be no more beau tifu l church in the dio­
cese a f te r  the work on T rin ity  is finished.

S e rm o n  b y  R a d io  
in  G a lv e s to n , T e x a s

The Rev. Raimundo De Ovies, Rector of 
T rin ity  Church, .had the  honor of being 
the first to send a sermon by radio from 
Galveston. As a te x t fo r the concise ser­
mon th a t reached the public through the 
dadion last Sunday, Mr. De Ovies chose 
a passage from  the F irs t Epistle to the 
Corinthians: “And I, when I come to you, 
come not w ith excellency of speech or 
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony 
of God, bu t I determ ined not to know 
anything am ong you, save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified.”

The opening sentences from  the service 
of M orning P rayer, the Lord’s Prayer and 
several collects preceded the sermon. Dur­
ing the day m any people phoned in, say­
ing how inspiring and reveren t the serv­
ice by radio  was. Mr. De Ovies stated 
th a t the personal equation th a t goes into 
preaching in the church would prevent 
the radio from  ever displacing the pulpit 
and church attendance.

D r. C lo u d  to  G ive  
E n t i r e  T im e  to  M in is try

The Rev. Jam es H. Cloud, D.D., for the 
past th irty-tw o years principal of the St. 
Louis Public (G allaudet) School for the 
Deaf, in addition to being minister of St. 
Thomas’ Mission fo r the Deaf and mis­
sionary, has resigned his school position 
in order to  give his en tire time to the 
work of the m inistry.

R e c to r  a  L e a d e r  o f  
V a c a t io n  B ib le  S ch o o l

The Rev. Alan Pressley Wilson, rector 
of St. Jo h n ’s Church, M arietta, Pa., af­
fec tionate ly  and fam iliarly  known locally 
as “ The F riendly  Church,” served as di­
rec to r of Christian Education in a Daily 
V acation Bible School held for the com-Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.



T H E  W I T N E S S 3

munity in which he lives. The school 
sessions have ju s t closed and the success 
of the p ro jec t assures its continuance 
from year to  year. F our classes w ere en­
rolled, i. e., fo r  beginners, prim ary, ju n ­
iors and seniors. A to ta l enrolm ent of 
125 with an average attendance of 100 
was secured and 80 certificates of profi­
ciency in Bible and Hymnology w ere 
awarded. S tric t exam inations w ere given 
and the students passed, in m any in­
stances, cum laude. U nder the direction 
of Mr. W ilson, as d irector of education, 
a Community T eacher T rain ing Class is 
to be organized this autum n, while a Com­
m unity W eek Day School of C hristian Ed­
ucation is planned fo r a la te r  effort. I t  
is expected th a t the  public school will be 
utilized and th a t th e  teachers w ill go 
right into the classes which will be divided 
and those electing to  take Bible courses 
to study under tra ined  C hristian teachers 
and those no t so electing to  study other 
branches under th e ir  own teachers.

Rev. W . G . M cD ow ell E le c te d  
C o a d ju to r  o f  A la b a m a

The Special Council fo r the Election of 
a Bishop C oadjutor of A labam a convened 
in Carlowville a t  11 a. m., Ju ly  5, 1922. 
Of the th irty-tw o active organized parishes 
all w ere rep resen ted  by a to ta l of 97 dele­
gates. Of the th ir ty  organized missions, 
11 w ere represented . Of the th irty-tw o 
active clergy, th irty -one w ere present. 
Two organized b u t inactive and very  small 
parishes and nineteen  missions were no t 
represented. This, is a la rger and more 
represen tative council than  the diocese hds 
had in years. I t  had a to ta l of 139 out of 
a possible 221 mem bers and, by the canon 
law of A labam a, a to ta l of 65 and one- 
fifth ou t of a possible 74 votes. This is 
about twice the  num ber of delegates and 
about 20 per cen t m ore votes th an  usual. 
The council was thus unusually  represent 
ative of the diocese.

Carlowville is a country  neighborhood, 
hardly a town a t  all; b u t the residents of 
all communions had joined in preparations. 
Every one was adequately  and hospitably 
taken care of and made com fortable. An 
ample num ber of autom obiles was placed 
a t the disposal of the  delegates, every­
thing w as well organized and a lavish and 
in telligent hospitality  prom ptly  convinced 
the delegates th a t Carlowville was an ex­
cellent place to  m eet in. W eather and 
roads w ere perfect.

The resignation  of the secretary , the 
Rev. V. G. Lowry, on the ground of ill 
health, was accepted, w ith thanks fo r 
faith fu l service rendered, and the Rev. 
Mr. Seam an was elected. The bishop’s 
address followed, in which he assigned to 
the coad ju to r the fu ll and unconditional 
exercise of all ecclesiastical au thority . 
The significant, paragraph  is as follows:

“A cting under the canon of the Church, 
I hereby assign, as the duty of the  Bishop 
Coadjutor, when ordained and consecrat­
ed, the fu ll and unconditional exercise of 
all Ecclesiastical A uthority  of the Diocese 
and o ther duties inciden t th e re to ; reserv­
ing to m yself the  office and title  of Bishop 
of the Diocese, b u t w ithout perm itting  to 
be attached  the re to  the  elem ent of au ­
thority  in the conduct of diocesan affairs. 
As the bishop, I shall be ready  to  render

all such service as, in the judgm ent of the 
Bishop C oadjutor, shall be desirable, and 
,as shall be m utually  agreed upon. I shall 
be a willing co-worker w ith the one whom 
you m ay elect and to  whom, a f te r  conse­
cration, you will look as the Ecclesiastical 
A uthority  of th is ju risd ic tion ; believing 
th a t, all w orking together, we can secure 
to him an E piscopate richly blessed with 
f ru it th a t shall crown his living efforts.”

The offering a t the opening service had 
been designated by the bishop fo r a mem­
orial to the Rev. Mr. Cassell, deceased, 
whose fa ith fu l life-work had made pos­
sible the church a t Carlowville. On learn ­
ing of this the Council asked the privilege 
of m aking ano ther offering fo r the same 
purpose, which was done; and a memorial 
to the Rev. Mr. Cassell will be erected in 
Carlowville.

Motion was made to  proceed to the elec­
tion of a coadjutor. Miotion to adjourn  
was made by Mr. Long, on the ground 
th a t p arty  feeling still ran  too high rig h t­
ly to elect a t this tim e. A fte r extended 
debate, growing more and more friendly  
as it  proceeded, it. became the sense of the 
Council th a t, in view of the Bishop’s self- 
sacrifice, p a rty  feeling  did no t ru n  too 
high, and th a t it was possible to  agree 
w ith fu ll good-will upon some man. The 
m otion to proceed to an election was car­
ried. N om inating speeches w ere lim ited 
to ten  m inutes, and it was decided to take 
all necessary tim e fo r p rayer and discus­
sion. The Bishop had re tired , placing the 
Rev. G. C. Tucker, rec to r of St. John ’s, 
Mobile, and Senior P riest of the Diocese, 
in the chair. A t the  request’ of the Cdun- 
cil Mr. Tucker offered prayer fo r the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

As nom inations proceeded it became 
evident th a t the Rev. W. G. McDowell was 
the choice of both orders. The Rev. 
Messrs. McDowell, Bowie, Willis Clarke, 
B ertram  Brown and M. S. Barnewell were

nominated- Mr.,. BarneWell w ithdrew  his 
own name and the nam es of Mr. Clarke 
and Mr. Brown were w ithdraw n by the ir 
proposers. Mr. McDowell tried  to  w ith­
draw h is own nam e, bu t the  Council would 
not perm it him to do so, The Council 
then adjourned  fo r supper.

On reconvening the two orders separat­
ed and voted. The lay  delegates took only 
one ballot. Every parish and  rpission s ta ­
tion voted fo r Mr. McDowell. The first 
ballot of the clergy stood McDowell 26, 
Barnewell 3, Clarke 1, Brown 1. Thirty- 
one votes cast. The second ballot, th irty  
votes cast, stood, McDowell, 30.

The Rev. Will'iam George McDowell, 
J r ., was born A ugust 22, 1882, a t  Lexing­
ton, Va. Was ordered deacon by Bishop 
Tucker, and ordained p riest by Bishojj 
Randolph. He was in charge of M ilherrin 
Parish, Greensville county, V irginia, 1909- 
1913. Em m anuel Church, S taunton, Va., 
1913-1918. Chaplain U. S. A. 1918-1919, 
A uburn Opelako, Tuskeegee and Tuskee- 
gee In stitu te  1919-1922. He is a S tudent 
Inquirer, D epartm ent Religious Education, 
P residing Bishop and Council, and Cleri­
cal M ember of the N ational S tuden t’s 
Council from  the Province of Sewanee. 
He is a B.A. of W ashington and Lee Uni­
versity and a B.D. of the V irginia Theo­
logical Seminary.

C U R E D  H E R
R H E U M A T I S M

Knowing from terrible experience ' the suffer­
ing caused by rheumatism, Mrs. J. E., H urst, 
who lives a t 508 E. Olive St., B. 51, Blooming­
ton. 111., i s , so thankful a t having cured herself 
that out of pure gratitude she is anxious to tell 
all other sufferers ju st how to get rid  of their 
torture by a simple way ^t home.

Sirs. H urst has nothing to sell. Merlely cut 
out this notice and mail it  to her w ith your: own 
name and address, and she will gladly send you 
this valuable information entirely frée. W rite 
her a t once before you forget.

Daily Vacation Bible Schools
In m an y  cities th ro u g h o u t the  coun try  D aily  V aca tio n  B ible 

Schools are  being  held  an d  a re  a ttrac tin g  w ide a tten tio n . T hese 
schools should  b e  encouraged .

But w h a t of our boys an d  girls w hen  the  vaca tio n  p e rio d  is over ? 
O ur school ch ild ren  a re  given 25 hours a  w eek of secular train ing, 
w hich is com pulsory , an d  only  one hour a  w eek of religious train ing, 
p ro v id ed  p a ren ts  see th a t the ir ch ild ren  go to  S u n d ay  School. ,

W eek  D ay  Schools in Religious E ducation , he ld  in co -opera tion  
w ith  th e  P ub lic  Schools, solve this p rob lem , , ;

In 1920 such schools w ere held  in five cities in th ree  d ifferen t 
S tates. In 1922 they  w ere held  in 15 cities in 16 S tates.

I s  Y o u r  C i t y  G i v i n g  Y o u r  B o y s  

a n d  G i r l s  T h i s  O p p o r t u n i t y ?
W h a t o th e r cities a re  d o ing  your city  can do , Full in fo rm ation  

on the  aim s an d  m eth o d s of these d a y  schools m ay  b e  h a d  b y  w rit­
ing to  the

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n
Church Missions House, 281 Fourth Avenue, New York City > . •
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CHRIST’S TEST OF US

B ish o p  Jo h n s o n
Speaking th rough  the  prophet Isaiah, 

God tells us th a t  there will be a new 
heavens and  a new earth , thereby  imply­
ing th a t th is w orld is incom plete and un ­
satisfactory .

He tells us fu rth e r  th a t, in this new 
creation  one m an shall ho t p lan t and an­
o ther m an ea t; nor one m an build a house 
and ano ther m an foreclose thereon.

He also implies th a t in this new crea­
tion the churl shall no /  m ore be called 
bountiful, b u t th a t men shall be estim ated 
by a ju s t standard  of values.

And He fu rth e r  implies th a t men of 
fa ith  and courage will become the sons of 
God in th is new country.

Unless God is im potent and  cannot com­
plete th a t which any  ju s t in te lligen t man 
knows to  be incom plete, there  will come a 
reckoning fo r  in justice and a rro g an t self- 
indulgence and there  w ill come a vindica­
tion of the humble and the meek.

* * *
Again, like Isaiah, when we look around 

Mn the various circles of society fo r  evi­
dence of any  g rea t num ber of people who 
desire justice and are  seeking righteous­
ness, we are  disappointed and discouraged 
perhaps.

I t  was in the  very  palm iest days of Is­
rae l’s greatness th a t Isaiah  said, ‘‘Except 
it w ere fo r a very small rem nant, Je ru sa ­
lem would be as Sodom and G om orrah.”

And so, I fancy, would New York, which 
has become an A m erican Jerusalem .

One looks in vain fo r any  very large 
num ber of people who are willing to  make 
g rea t personal sacrifices th a t justice m ay 
be done. One looks iri vain fo r  the  mem­
ber of corporation or union who really  
loves his fellow m an, and really  w ants a 
ju s t and im partial um pire to  decide his 
case.

Calloused indifference to  the housing 
conditions of those who dig coal from  the 
mines, or to  the blighted lives of children 
who are forced out of play and study by 
hum an greed, is m atched only by the 
b ru ta l m urder and indifference to hum an 
suffering on the p a r t of laborers in south­
ern Illinois, which has been unrebuked by 
those who claim to speak fo r labor. The 
party  of the first p a rt w an t to conduct

business regardless of hum an need, and 
the p arty  of the second p a r t w an t to  con­
tro l m en’s freedom  regardless of personal 
liberty.

❖  * ❖
But, even so, God is not balked— He 

made certain  promises to  the children of 
Israel, th a t He would free  them  from  the ir 
bondage to Egypt if  they had the fa ith  
and courage to en ter the promised land.

There w ere 600,000 who w ent ou t of 
Egypt, b u t only two, Caleb and Joshua, 
who made good and inherited  the promise.

F aith  and courage w ere ra re  products 
then and they have been ever since.

Self in te rest and our assiduous devotion 
to it, and to it only, robs hum an n a tu re  of 
those finer qualities which are to  become 
the basis of God’s b e tte r  world.

This world is incomplete, unsatisfactory , 
brutal. I t  has ever m artyred  innocence 
and frankness. I t  has never valued the 
qualities of hum ility and meekness, unless, 
as in the case of Lincoln, these v irtues 
have been im m ortalized in m artyrdom . 
While he lived he suffered more fo r his 
eccentric habits than  he was appreciated 
fo r his sterling  virtues.

H* H;
There is an incident in the life of 

C hrist th a t brings out this po in t m ost 
keenly.

People were always testing  Christ. The 
Pharisees watched Him, the Sadducees 
tried  Him out, the H erodians tested  Him. 
In each case, while testing  Christ, these 
people were them selves undergoing a test. 
I t  was so w ith Simon, the Pharisee. Simon 
was, I fancy, conventionally good. He 
fe lt an in te rest in Christ and invited Him 
to dinner. Christ was no t in Simon’s so­
cial set, and so Simon om itted the social 
conventions.

As a guest of equal social standing, 
Simon should have anointed Christ w ith 
oil, brought w ate r and  a tow el fo r His re ­
freshm ent, offered Him a kiss of welcome.

Simon did none of these things, b u t he 
did te s t C hrist’s claims to be a prophet. 
W hether by accident or design we know 
not, i t  happened th a t a woman of the 
stree t, whose past was known to Simon, 
was a t the door when Christ entered. 
Simon w aited w ith all the censorious an­
ticipation  of a m odern p ro testan t minis­
te r. I f  Christ w ere a prophet, He would 
a t once know the character of the woman. 
If  He was a good m inister, He would avoid 
her, would H e not?

W hen she saw Christ she bu rst into 
te a rs ; the tea rs  fell on His fe e t as she 
stooped to  kiss th e m ; she brushed them 
aside w ith the hairs of her head; and then 
she broke a vial of oil upon them .

In the m eantim e Simon w atched crit­
ically.

The incident passed, dinner was served 
and finally C hrist spoke.

“ Simon, I  have som ewhat to say unto 
thee!” “ M aster, say on!” said th e  unsus­
pecting Simon. He thought th a t he was 
testing  Christ, whereupon C hrist proceed­
ed to te s t him.

H e propounded a m ost simple and ob­
vious parable to Simon.

Two debtors, one owing much, th e  other 
little , had been forgiven the ir debts; which 
would love the ir behefactors most?

Obviously the one to whom much had 
been forgiven.

Now the M aster speaks and weighs 
Simon in the balance.

Let me paraphrase our Lord’s words.
“Simon, you fo rgo t your, manners. I 

was your guest, bu t you as a host omitted 
certain  kindly ceremonies. This woman' 
supplied them. You are right, Simon. 
She was a g rea t sinner, bu t she loved 
much, and because she loved much, much 
shall be forgiven. Simon, you put your 
tru s t in conventions. Even then you fail. 
You are no t even polite. B ut you fail 
worse than tha t. You do not. love and 
because you do no t love, little  will be for­
given you.”

Simon had failed in the greater test. 
Outwardly he lived the ritu a l of society; 
inw ardly he had no heart.

W hile the intellectuals are weighing 
Christ in the balance ; while the socialists 
are commending some things and passing 
by others in C hrist’s life ; while the re­
ligions are tak ing  m easure of His de­
m ands; and the half religious are taking ' 
advantage of His silence, all of this time 
Christ is te sting  them — and it is a simple 
test, “ Have you a h e a r t? ”

No! Not som ething else! “Have you 
a h e a r t? ” Do you love thé Lord God and 
the Lord Jesus w ith the concentrated de- s 
votion of this frag ile  woman, th a t is, with 
all your heart?  Have you a heart toward i 
God? Do you love the least of these as 
did th a t S am aritan  heretic, who went 
where the un fo rtu n a te  was and gave of 
his tim e, his money, his interest, his-sym- 
pathy?

“ Have you a h e a r t? ” Do you love your 
neighbor a t your own inconvenience? Or j 
are  you on term s of conventional polite- I 
ness w ith God, w ith Christ and with your 
neighbor?

Are you so se t up w ith the idea of your 
own im portance th a t you pu t up barriers 
so th a t ocmmon people never can get in 
contact w ith you excepting on your terms?

Verily, you have your receipt in full. * 
God owes you nothing, fo r the only debt 
th a t God will cancel is the debt which is \ 
wiped out by love! ,. i.

* $ *
Love ! I t  is the one thing by which God 

tests  your fitness fo r His new creation, 
and it is the one th ing  you belittle. It is 
the one treasu re  th a t will not spoil, the 
r e s t 'a re  bric-a-brac. >

The intellectuals go on and heed it not. 
They te s t out Christ by higher criticism 
and Christ tests  them  out by lowly acts. 
The socialists te s t everything and every­
body by certain  crude hypotheses. Christ 
is testing  them  by the ir love of their 
neighbor, and they  love him not. They 
love, instead, th e ir  theories, their own set, 
th e ir  own conceits.

The practical Christians test out Christ 
by His influence on prosperity  and securi­
ties. He tests  them  by a test they over­
look.

The exponents of Social Ritual test 1 
Christ and His prophets by their submis­
sion to  the ritu a l of the order, and they 
snub the humble and the meek. God help 
them  when th e ir  te s t comes. “Simon, I 
have somewhat to  say unto thee. Didst

(Continued on page 5)
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Cheerful Confidences
R ev . G e o rg e  P a r k in  A tv /a te r ,  D .D .

T H E  C O N C O R D  C O N F E R E N C E  ON  
T H E  M IN IS T R Y  

II
Last week I gave my first im pressions 

of the Conference of Boys a t St. Pauls 
School, Concord, to consider the question 
of the M inistry as a life vocation.

The response to the invitation of Dr. 
D rury  to the Church to  send its  boys to 
Concord was overwhelming. The to ta l 
enrollm ent of boys was 382. . The dis­
tribution  by sta tes was as follows: New 
York, 90; M assachusetts, 78; * Pennsyl­
vania, 45; Connecticut, 34; Rhode Is­
land, 31; New Jersey, 26; Maine, 15; V ir­
ginia, 12; M aryland, 12; New Ham pshire, 
11; Delaware, 7; V erm ont, 6; Ohio, 4; 
N orth Carolina, 4 ; W est V irginia, 3; A la­
bam a, 1; Michigan, 1; Missouri, 1; W ash­
ington, D. C., 1.

Two hundred additional applications 
were received, b u t they  w ere sent in a f te r  
the day se t fo r closing reg istra tions, and 
the boys could no t be received. The ac­
commodations of the School w ere taxed 
to receive those reg istered  on tim e, and, 
as it  was, several had to find accommo­
dations in Concord.

The Conference was rem arkable fo r  the 
eager sp irit of the  boys. They followed 
every detail of the five days’ program  
with eagerness.

The day began w ith a celebration of 
the Holy Communion a t  7 o’clock. B reak­
fa s t followed a t  8, followed by chapel 
exercises a t 9. A t 9:30 the th ir ty  leaders 
m et th e ir  groups fo r an hour of Bible 
study and the explanation of the work of 
the m inistry. A t 11 o’clock Bishop B ren t 
gave an  instruction  on “ L eadership.” 
D inner was a t  1. D uring the afternoon  
the boys had all the facilities of St. P au l’s 
School fo r  recreation . A baseball league 
was form ed, and tennis and golf matches. 
Some w en t ou t in canoes, and others 
swam in the lake. Several who sta rted  
in canoes also took a b rief, unexpected 
dip in the  lake.

A t 6 o’clock, the re  was a second as­
sembly of the  whole group in the  “ Big 
S tudy” and Bishop W ise of K ansas had 
charge of th is assembly. I will speak of 
his work la ter. Supper was a t  seven. A t 
8 :30 there  w as the th ird  general as­
sembly, w ith various speakers. Then 
p rayers and to  bed.

The services in  the  Chapel w ere tru ly  
inspiring. St. P au l’s Chapel is a  very  
la rge  Church, w ith th e  pews fo r students 
parallel to  the side walls, collegiate fash­
ion. The boys filled these stalls, and the  
choir stalls. One standing a t  the  en trance 
saw eight long rows of eager faced, earn­
est boys, in ten t upon the worship. They 
sang lustily. The chapel exercises were 
no t of the listless so rt o ften  seen in 
schools and colleges. These boys were 
the flower of the Church, well tra in ed  and 
a lert, and the  services had a power and 
enthusiasm  th a t b rought surprise to  those 
fam iliar w ith schools.

The corporate communion on F riday  
m orning w as the  climax of the devotions. 
I t  is doubtful if th a t service ever had its 
equal anyw here in America. N early fo u r 
hundred boys, of high school age, in most 
reveren t fashion came forw ard  to  the A l­

ta r  rail to  receive the blessed Sacram ent 
of the Body and Blood of Christ. Every 
h ea rt was th rilled  w ith th a t service. One 
speaker in te rp re ted  the feelings of m any 
of the leaders. He said, “ There is 
enough po tential power in th a t group of 
young manhood to stim ulate and increase 
the life of the whole Am erican Church.

I t  is quite certain  th a t no t all of the 
boys will go into the m inistry. B ut i t  is 
certain  th a t every boy will become a more 
active and spiritual force in his own p a r­
ish, as the resu lt of the Conference.

Dr. A tw ater is to contribute fo u r more 
“ Confidences” , dealing w ith this C onfer­
ence. The article n ex t week deals with 
the leadership of Bishop Wise.

C H R IS T ’S T E S T  O F  U S 
(Continued from  page 4) 

thou love much? Then I can forgive thee 
much. Otherwise, alack.”

If  the Christian religion has a message 
which can be condensed in one te rse  sen­
tence, i t  is this, “Have a h ea rt!” And if 
there is one lack which God cannot sup­
ply, it  is the lack of those things in which 
th is  fra il woman was extrem ely rich, 
nam ely:

The tears  which we shed over our sins, 
not our vexations.

The kiss which we impulsively place on 
the body of Christ, in our love fo r th a t 
which i s ' of Him.

The oil of worship which we pour out 
of a labaster boxes in self sacrifice.

The hum an towel of service which we 
use, regardless of our own humiliation.

We have all sinned— perhaps more alike 
than  we imagine.

We all do no t love as she loved, bu t we 
all need the forgiveness th a t she received.
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Evolution; a Witness 
to God

B y  R ev . G e o rg e  C ra ig  S te w a r t ,  D .D .

T ext: Genesis 1:1. ' “ In  the beginning 
God.”

More than fifty years ago a memorable 
dinner was held in London. The leaders 
of contem porary English though t were 
there. There were no se t addresses. 
There was no topic assigned. Dean S tan ­
ley was asked to preside, and he proposed 
fo r discussion this question: “Who will 
dom inate the fu tu re ? ” Professor H ux­
ley spoke first. A fte r prelim inary skir­
mishing he gave this as his opinion : “ Thé 
fu tu re  will be dom inated by the nation 
which sticks m ost closely to  the fac ts .” 
He le ft his audience profoundly affected 
by the dominance of physical science and 
the m aterial data furnished by it. A fter 
a m om ent of silence the Dean called up­
on Edw ard Miall, Member of Parliam ent, 
and P residen t of the Royal Commission 
on Education. “ I have,” said Mr. Miall, 
“ been listening to  the last speaker with 
profound in terest, and agree w ith him 
th a t the fu tu re  will be dom inated by the 
nation  which sticks m ost closely to  the 
fac ts; b u t I  w ant to add one word. All 
the facts! The g rea test fac t in history 
is God.”

W e have come a long way from  H ux­
ley. Science has broken through the  atom  
to the electrons, opening appalling mys­
te ries of depth w ithin deeps of m atter. An 
electron we are  told is a thousand mil­
lion million tim es sm aller than  an atom. 
I f  a drop of w ater is conceived to  be as 
big as the world, then a molecule is about 
as big as a base-ball, and there are more 
atom s in th a t drop of w ate r than  there 
are drops in the A tlantic. We have 
learned  th a t m a tte r is no t a dead mason­
ry, b u t a reservoir of energy continuous 
and m ysterious. The skies have opened 
up so th a t infinite heights and spaces ap­
palling now confron t us; b u t we have not 
lost God as the g rea t fac t. Psychology 
has pointed out w hat H erb ert Spencer 
realized too la te , th a t in  seeking argu­
m ents fo r God, m an has om itted the g rea t­
est field of investigation, nam ely, man 
himself. No physical scientist can prove
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or disprove God. He is S pirit and is dis­
cerned spiritually. I do no t believe in 
God because the Bible says so. I do n o t be­
lieve in God because some cosmological or 
teleological or ontological argum ent is 
presented. Ju s t as th a t g irl in Janesville, 
Wis., w ithout eyes, and w ithout hearing, 
is nevertheless aw are of the m ost delicate 
colors, is conscious of subtle presences; 
ju s t so m an’s whole being is so plunged in 
God, the whole universe from  sky to  sod 
with its  unfolding blossoms so smells of 
God, th a t the sp irit of man, as A ugustine 
said, made fo r Him and restless till it 
rests  in H im ; sends ou t delicate an tennae 
which perm eate the phenom enal world and 
flash to  us the response of contact and 
communion w ith the infinite sp irit God; 
when the whole of man is awake, alive, a 
tip-toe through the. challenge of some 
g rea t crisis, m oral or even physical he has 
brought to  him evidences th a t transcend 
even m athem atical evidences, and he can 
say “ask me not how, b u t I  saw it .”

L et me give you an  example. W hen I 
was a  Chaplain in F rance I  buried, during 
the ba ttle  of the A rgonne, the aid of Gen­
eral Edw ards of the  26th Division, a man 
nam ed Jenkins, a  fine, upstanding, noble 
Christian gentlem an. His b rother, a  
g raduate  of H arvard  University, was Cap­
ta in  of A rtillery , operating  on the Meuse. 
He go t leave fo r  a few  hours to  come to  
the funera l of his brother. A t the con­
clusion of the simple and touching serv­
ice, he tu rned  to me and said, “ Chaplain, 
may I  come to  your quarte rs  fo r a m in­
u te ?” I said “ Come!” P resen tly  we 
w ere alone. He sa t down, and  opened up 
his d irty  trench  coat,— I can see him now 
— and said with quivering voice, ‘‘T hat 
b ro th er of mine was m ore than  a bro ther, 
he was a pal, he was a companion, the 
dearest friend  I  ever had on earth . We 
saw* each o ther every yveek, even during 
the horrors of the la s t few  m onths.” And 
then the  voice stopped, and the  te a rs  came. 
And we sat in silence. I  handed him a 
card. I t  was all I  could do. The card 
had a p icture on i t  of a shell bursting  full 
in a m an’s face ; as he w en t down and out 
there was the figure of the Lord Jesus 
Christ w ith a p ro tec ting  arm  going round 
him, and  the  m an clutching a t  H im ; and 
underneath  w ere the simple words, “H ard 
h it; hold fa s t!” He took the card, looked 
a t i t  steadily, pu t i t  in his blouse, and 
then w ith eyes shining, and voice steady, 
he said to  me w ith an in tensity  th a t  I 
shall never fo rget, “You know,” said he, 
“w hat the  26th has been through since 
la s t February . W e have been in  hell. You 
know the dugouts th a t we a re  living in 
like swine today  and you know w hat m ay 
happen any  m om ent to  our artille ry ; b u t 
I  w an t to  say to  you th a t  every illusion 
th a t I  have had as a young man, betray ­
ing me into false valuations of the  physi­
cal and  m ateria l w orld is gone forever. 
W hat happens to  me, to  my body, to  my 
home, to  my possessions, T do no t give a 
damn. W hatever vision I  have had as a 
young m an in prep-school or college of 
spiritual values has been enhanced a  
thousand fold by m y experiences. I  know 
now th a t there  is only one th ing  th a t m at­
ters, and th a t is the eternal. I  know th a t 
God Is everything.” “ C aptain,” I  said, 
“Y our words th rill me, fo r  yesterday I 
m e t an office'r who tried  to  draw  me into

an  argument* and  challenged me to  prove 
to  him the existence of a God.” I wish 
you could have seen the look in th a t fe l­
low’s eyes, as he answered w ith a little  
curl of the lip, “ W hen did th a t Captain 
arrive a t B rest?” “ Two weeks ago,” I 
said. “ Yes, I thought so!” he replied, 
“S. O. S.— Service of Supplies, .well out 
of range!” The man who has really  m et 
God has not m et Him a t  the end of a 
syllogism; he has experienced Him.

(Continued nex t week.)

Men and the Church
B y  R ev . H . P . A lm o n  A b b o tt ,  D .D .

There is a  conviction abroad th a t men 
in general are no t in terested  in, no r affil­
ia ted  w ith the Church. We h ea r jokes a t 
m issionary gatherings, and elsewhere, 
where people are tem pted to be facetious 
a t the expense of the serious and sacro­
sanct, th a t “ the regu lar m em bers of the 
congregation w ere presen t a t the service, 
w ith the ir husbands.” We deplore such 
jokes fo r  we have a regard  fo r  hum our, 
and dislike to see such anaem ic tom-fool- 
ery posing as w it, and also because we 
have a sense of fitness, and hate to  see 
the a lta rs  o f life exposed in a  ribald  fash ­
ion in the suffocating and all sa tu ra ting  
atm osphere of tobacco smoke. W e criti­
cise the soundness of the p e rp e tra to r’s 
sense of the ridiculous, and we question 
the appositeness of such rem arks as re ­
lated to tim e and place. I t  cannot be de­
nied, however, th a t the ham m erer, how­
soever blundering his blows, hits the nail 
upon the much b lunted  head. Men do no t 
a tten d  Church as they  ought; men are  not 
as v itally  in terested  in the work of the 
Chqrch as they ought to be, and well 
m ight be ; and men have by th e ir  own 
aloofness from  organizational C hristianity  
justified the impression, broadcast, and 
adm itted, th a t religion is largely a m at­
te r  fo r  women and children. N ot th a t re ­
ligion should necessarily be the less po ten t 
fo r  such discipleship; fo r  “ of little  Chil­
dren is the Kingdom of God,” and of 
women in the short and long resu lt is the 
tru e  salvation of hum anity. We need the 
m en however, we need them  badly, and 
m ay no t accomplish, even under the bless­
ing of God, all of, nor even a decided pro­
portion of, w hat we ought to achieve 
w ithout th e ir  m ilitan t assistance. The 
strange th ing  is, and  it  is in the n a tu re  .of 
a paradox, th a t m an is, speaking in the 
rule, and no t in the exception, a deeply 
religious animal. I t  has been the exper­
ience of the w riter th a t every m an has a 
final court of appeal w ithin his life, th a t 
he possesses a religious conviction, ortho­
dox, or unorthodox, to which he re tires 
in the calam ities of existence, and from  
which he receives the necessary strength  
to endure, and even glorify, his adversity. 
Men do no t w ear th e ir  hearts  upon th e ir  
sleeves; b u t they have hearts as well as 
sleeves. The m ost ex trao rd inary  sur­
prises in th is connection have come to the 
w rite r in his m inisterial career. Men whom 
he deemed u tte rly  indifferent to  holy 
things, whose lives w ere an  u tte r  con tra­
diction to  the wisdom of institu tional re ­
ligion, have shown in sorrow a well-spring 
of fa ith , deep and clear, beneath  the su r­
face of the ir carelessness, and have both

said and done th ings th a t were a revela­
tion of a w orking creed sufficient unto joy 
and sorrow, com petent unto life and 
death. Still, men as a whole, do not line 
up w ith the C hurch ; they  do n o t habitually 
profess w ith th e ir  lips th a t which dwells 
somewhere, and th a t th a t w rong thing 
somewhere is hindering to an appreciable 
degree the progress and strength  of 
C hristianity  in the world. So often the 
men who are  churchm en are ju s t the men 
who are calculated to  do the least good 
fo r the Church, they  are the least honest 
men, the least inspiring  men, so fa r  as in­
spiring the ir fellow  men is concerned, to 
be found in the  world of men. There are, 
of course, and we are deeply gratefu l that 
this fac t is substan tia ted  in Maryland, 
w onderful men on the roll of the Church’s 
Com municants, and in the list of the 
Church’s w orkers; regal men, men whom 
to know is to know som ething of the man­
liness th a t m anifested  itself in perfect 
compass and proportion in the Manful 
Christ. Still, the tru th  is plain, and he 
who runs m ay read , th a t glorious men, 
men whose word is th e ir  bond, men who 
love righteousness, and who would not 
stoop to meaness, men of intelligence and 
of heart, a re  a ltogether separated from 
affiliation w ith organized Christianity. 
W hy? W ould th a t someone of pronounc­
ed vision could really  te ll us. In the ab­
sence of such an A tlas of discernment,

LIVE
RECTORS

are  urg ing  the ir peop le  to 
keep  them selves in form ed on 
C hurch  m atte rs  b y  read ing  one 
of th e  w eekly  papers.

□  □
M any hav e  found  it advisable 
to  h av e  a  p a p e r  for sale a t the 
C hurch  d o o r on Sunday.

□  □

T H E  W IT N E SS, containing 
new s item s an d  articles by 
fo rem ost w riters, is well suited 
for this purpose.

□  □

It can  b e  secured  a t the  rate of 
10 p ap e rs  fo r 25 c, with the 
priv ilege of re tu rn ing  unsold 
copies.

□  . □
O R D E R  A  B U N D LE TODAY.

THE WITNESS
6140 Cottage Grove Ave. 

CHICAGO

Copyright 2020. Archives of the Episcopal Church / DFMS.  Permission required for reuse and publication.



T H E  W I T N E S S

fo r such an one would be an A tlas bear­
ing the world upon his shoulders and so 
able to differentiate the  relative w eight of 
men and things, it  only rem ains fo r an 
ordinary person to suggest in outline some 
of the reasons why men are  no t bundled 
up w ith the worship and  the work of the 
Church of the Living God,

M$n th ink  th a t they are  surpassing in 
their thought of the Church. They be­
lieve in evolution, and they im agine th a t 
the Church is com m itted to the carpenter 
theory of the universe as contained in the 
first two chapters of Genesis. They be­
lieve the clergy, in so fa r  as they  deem 
the clergy to  be reasoning men, to be 
dishonest; to  believe one thing, and to 
preach ano ther thing. In  this connection, 
it m ust be pointed out, th a t the Bible is 
not a scientific te x t book. I t  is a trea tise  
upon religion, upon the  aspirations of the 
h ea rt of m an a f te r  God, and God’s re ­
sponse to  those aspirations. This is tes­
tified to  in the a ttitu d e  of Our Lord 
Himself. He accepted the Medicinal con­
victions of men as He found them. There 
was a widespread belief in the F irs t Cen­
tu ry  th a t sp ittle was m ost sa lu ta ry  as a 
healing salve. So we find JesUs conform ­
ing to the  trad itiona l belief, and anoint-, 
ing the eyes of the Blind Man w ith clay 
sa tu ra ted  w ith spittle. He would not tu rn  
aside His distinctively religious mission to 
rec tify  the secular understandings of 
men. He had som ething b e tte r  to do than  
to upset cherished convictions th a t dealt 
w ith the bodies of men. His m inistry  
was to the Souls of men, and “ He was 
stra igh tened” un til th a t m inistry  was ac­
complished. So the account of Creation 
as contained in the early  chapters of Gen­
esis accepted the cu rren t conceptions of 
men w ith reg ard  to the  creation  of thè 
world and man. So all through the Old 
Testam ent we find God g e tting  out of men 
only th a t which each generation  of men 
was capable, in  view of th e ir  up to  date 
conceptions, of assim ilating. There is a 
gradual and a g raduated  progress of Rev­
elation as re la ted  to  m an’s receptivity . 
F or instance, David’s im precatory  psalm, 
with reference to  dashing his enem y’s 
children aga inst the  stones, was no t an 
ultim ate revelation  of the way in which 
God would have us t r e a t  the offspring of 
our enemies. I t  was the  simple and crass 
s ta tem en t of w hat m an, conscious of one 
God, and H is leadership over his life, 
would, in the m an’s opinion, who was 
jealous fo r the perogative of Jehovah, ex­
pec t to  happen to  the enem ies of God’s 
servant, who w ere, therefo re , the enemies 
of God Himself. The F inal revelation, 
and even th a t is progressive as i t  finds ex­
emplification in the though t and acts of 
men in all succeeding generations, of the 
way in which we ought to  tre a t  our ene­
mies, adu lt and child, is contained in the 
words of Jesus, “ Love your enem ies; do 
good to  those who despitefully  use you. 
Forgive your B rethren  th e ir  debts, even 
as you would have God forgive you your 
Trespasses.”  The average Clergym an 
knows all this ; bu t he has to deal w ith 
his heterogenous flock even as God dealt 
w ith m an a t  large. He has to  give milk 
to babes, and strong  m eat to strong  m en; 
and- he often  has to  le t the strong  men 
suffer in nourishm ent, because he has to 
consider pre-em inently the food th a t will

assim ilate in the in fan tile  constitution!.. 
I t  does not do to  preach Evolution from  
the pulpit as an ordinary  diet. The weak­
lings m ust no t be disturbed in the things 
th a t m ean everything to them. The strong 
are to shoulder the burdens of the weak. 
M oreover, and this is the point, Evolu­
tion does no t in te rfe re  w ith the tru th , no r 
the appeal of C hristianity. On the  con­
tra ry  it  glorifies C hristianity , and em­
broiders the W onderfulness of C hristian­
ity  w ith an added wonderfulness. T hat 
God should have said, Let the re  be a 
world and there  was a world. T hat God 
should have said, L et us make m an in our 
image and, behold there was m an in God’s 
image. All th a t is rem arkable. But, it 
is infinitely more rem arkable and sugges­
tive of the Infinite Capacity of God th a t 
He should have created  the germ inal be­
ginnings of the world and man, germ inal 
beginnings which through the course of 
the aeons should have developed into the 
W orld and man. I t  is all the difference 
betw een a C arpenter who builds his house 
brick by brick, and support by support, 
from  the foundation to  the copping stone, 
and some m iraculous ca rpen te r who should 
have laid one brick in which was con­
tained the en tire po ten tia lity  of the 
House, and then have stood off and w atch­
ed the one brick develop system atically 
into the foundation  and superstruc tu re  
until the whole house was a th ing  com-, 
píete and p leasant fo r the eye to  behold 
T hat I  should be here on earth , a living 
self-conscious entity , a f te r  infinitesim al 
beginnings in infinitesim al protaplasm , is 
im m easurably m ore impressive to me, so 
fa r  as God’s creative power is concerned, 
than th a t God should have made my ori­
ginal p rogenitor ready  made and entire, 
by  Divine F iat. Apply the principle of 
evolution to  the Old Testam ent, the p rin ­
ciple of progressive development, and the 
Old T estam ent is the m ost w onderful book 
with the exception of the New T estam ent 
which is the Divine seal to  the construc­
tive enlightenm ent of man, in the world. 
The w rite r does no t hestita te  to  say th a t 
the Bible is m ore awe-inspiring, and soul- 
fascinating , to  him since he believed in 
evolution than  before. But, he had to find 
out these things fo r himself. In his child­
hood it  was necessary th a t Creation, and 
Providence, e te rna l and tem poral, should 
be presented  to  him in p ictorial and p ict­
uresque and concrete form  and substance. 
There are those who never grow ou t of 
th e ir  childhood,, whose minds are deficient 
in all th a t  is ^abstract, and the M inister 
of Religion has to rem em ber th a t fa c t in 
his m inistrations to the people com mitted 
to  his care. The Clergy, then, are hon­
est as a se t; They are not m entally  defic­
ient, as a class; and Evolution has not 
v itiated  the force, and practical appli­
cability of Christianity.

A nother reason, and we m ust for 
space sake lim it ourselves to one more 
reason, why men do not definitely as­
sociate them selves w ith the work and 
organized life  of the Church, is be­
cause they have an idea th a t the m a­
jo rity  of Church people are insincere. 
“You church goers do no t practice 
w hat you preach.” , T hat is a fam iliar 
objection to  the advisability of link­
ing up w ith organized Religion. Some­
tim es this objection, and  th is a ttitu d e

of mind, is honest. The speaker really  
m eans w hat he says. He is wounded to 
find th a t the m an who by sharp p rac­
tise stole $100 out of his pocket on
F riday is going to church to say his 
prayers, and to  receive the Holy Com­
m union on Sunday. And— small blame 
to h im ! The point is, however, th a t 
many, may we n o t say the m ajo r num ­
ber, of church people are  no t a t  all like 
tha t. They are lights set upon the 
Com m unity’s Hill, they  are  leaven 
th a t leavens the lump of the communi­
ty ’s populace. L et us be quite honest, 
and confess th a t the richness of the 
world spiritually  largely  comes from  
devoted church members. W e m ust 
rem em ber th a t C hristianity  is to  be 
judged not by w hat it  has failed  to  ac­
complish through the lack of co-operaj 
tion of the individual, b u t by w hat it 
can achieve, and actually  does achieve, 
w ith the soul a ttu n ed  to its  message. 
The f ru it  of C hristianity  is no t the

F R E C K L E S
Now Is the Time to Get Rid of These 

Ugly Spots
There’s no longer the slightest need of feeling 

ashamed of your freckles, as Othine—double 
strength—is guaranteed to remove these homely 
spots.

Simply get an ounce of Othine—double strength 
—from your druggist, and apply a little  of it 
night and m orning and you should soon see th a t 
even the w orst freckles have begun -to disappear, 
while the ligh ter ones have vanished entirely. I t  
is seldom th a t more than  one ounce is needed to 
completely clear the skin and gain a beautiful 
clear complexion.

Be sure to ask for the double strength  Othine 
as th is is sold under guarantee of money back if 
it fails to remove freckles.

Would you give 2c to have a friend hear 
Bishop Johnson preach? Then let the friend 
hear him every week by sending him The 
Witness for one year.

MADONNAS AND SUBJECTS on the 
Life of Christ. Reproductions in  colors 
of the G reat M asters. $1.00 per dozen, 
assorted. M. Zara, Box 4243, G erm an­
town, Pa.

LAKE SUNAPEE, N. H. 
Star Island Camp

A  G irls’ C am p, u n d er th e  m a n ­
agem en t of tw o C hurchw om en 
w ho have  h ad  w ide experience 
th rough  w ork  in lead ing  C hurch  
Schools.

N um ber lim ited . A  few  v a c a n ­
cies in A ugust. R eferences ex ­
changed .

Miss Marion Hess 
Star Island Camp, 
Burkehaven, N. H.
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CHURCH SERVICES
C H IC A G O

ST. CHRYSOSTOM’S CHURCH.
1424 North Dearborn Street

The Rev. Norman H utton, S. T. D., 
Rector.

Sunday Services: 8 and 11 a. m.; 4:30 
p. m.

ST. FAITH’S SCHOOL
SA R A TO G A  S P R IN G S , N . Y. 

Provincial School of the Synod of New York and 
New Jersey.

A Church school for girls which emphasizes 
“vocation” and seeks to develop efficient Chris­
tian womanhood. Elementary and secondary 
courses. College Preparatory, Household Arts. 
Business Training, Music.

Invigorating climate. Out-door sports and sys­
tematic physical education. Moderate rates. 
Send for .catalogue and list of patrons.

REY. H. C. PLUM, Rector.

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL
K N O X V IL L E , IL L IN O IS

College Preparatory and two years of advanced 
work. Music; Expression; Domestic Science; 
Athletics. A separate school (St. M argaret’s) 
for younger girls. For catalogue address the 
Rector.

Church m em ber who is a hypocrite; 
the f ru it  of C hristianity is the Church 
m em ber who is no t f a r  from  the ap­
proxim ation of saintship. M oreover, 
the Church is no t professedly an asso­
ciation fo r S ain ts; it is an association 
of sinners who know th a t they  are sin­
ners, and who would place them selves 
in th a t environm ent where sainthood is 
easier of accomplishment. “ The Lord 
added daily to the Church such as were 
being saved.” Some w ere only a t the be­
ginning of salvation; some were only half 
way th e re ; some would fall m any tim es 
before they  were even definitely upon the 
upward path of salvation; bu t, they w anted 
to be saved, they w anted all the assist­
ance th a t an environm ent struggling a f te r  
righteousness could give them. In a real 
sense Church People who sin, and all 
Church people as all o ther people sin, 
are not inconsistent, they are consistent. 
They know th a t they  are sinners, are 
hideously aw are of th a t painfu l fa c t 
through sad experience, and they  confess 
the fac t, if  they  are good Episcopalians, 
a t  the beginning of m orning and evening 
prayer, and a t the Holy Communion Serv­
ice, and in practically  every o ther service 
in which they  engage from  tim e to  time. 
Do no t le t any man run  away w ith the 
idea th a t Church People th ink theinselves 
approved of God. F ar from  it ;  they are 
seeking consciously and bloodlettingly 
a f te r  God, if haply they  may find Him. 
Only one thing is sure, and th a t is, th is; 
they  find it easier to be a fraction  of w hat 
they  know they ought tq  be, in the Church, 
than  anyw here else, and they  are sorry  
fo r the ir im perfections, and modest about 
the ir relative virtues.

Surely, if  these two prevalent miscon­
ceptions about the Church, and the Mem­
bers of the Churches, could be driven 
home into the intelligence of the men who 
avoid any affiliation w ith the Church, 
some of the full-b](ooded, kind-hearted, 
and King-qualified men who leave us in 
the cold so f a r  as the ir Christian enthusi­
asm is concerned, m ight be induced to 
en ter the Church where they are so sorely 
needed, and where they could do us so 
much lasting  good. May the tim e come 
when God’s A dvertisem ent, “ W anted, 
Men,” shall m eet w ith a sa tisfactory  re ­
sponse. Then, “Behold the day of g rea t 
th ings!”

P u t t in g  R e lig io u s  R e a d in g  
in  th e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry

The Holy Cross Magazine has been add­
ed to the religious papers in the reading 
room of the Denver Public Library. These 
papers, given by private subscription, now 
include the Churchm an, the S p irit of Mis­
sions, and The W itness, and an appeal has 
been made fo r subscriptions to the Living 
Church, and The Am erican Church 
Monthly.

“ CARD METHOD OF INSTRUC­
TION.” A Method to  be used as a Game 
in Families, Church Schools and Confirma­
tion Classes. P repared  by Rev. George P. 
A tw ater, “ THE CHURCH Y EAR.” 72 
cards $1.25. “THE CUSTOMS OF THE 
CHURCH” 48 cards, 50 cents. Full di­
rections. O rder from  the Parish Pub­
lishers, Akron, Ohio.

CHURCH SCHOOLS
BERKELEY DIVINITY 

SCHOOL
M id d le to w n , C o n n ec ticu t 

Address :
R ev. W IL L IA M  P A L M E R  L A D D , D ean

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i n ii i i i i n i n ii i i i i i i n i n i n i n im ii i n ii i H ii i i M
1 Western Theological Seminary |
i  No fees, but such requirem ents as are \  
i  necessary for strong class-work, a ^
jjj peaceable dorm itory and a full chapel.
= Address "
i  R E V . W M . C. D E W IT T , D ean . I
e 2720 W a s h in g to n  Blvd., C hicagoIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIM IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH IM IIIIIIIIIIM IIIIIIIIIIIIII

The Protestant Episcopal Theo­
logical Seminary in Virginia

For catalogue and other information 
address the Dean,

R E V . B E R R Y M A N  G R E E N , D . D .,
Theological Seminary, 

A le x a n d r ia , Ya.

NASHOTAH HOUSE
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

F o u n d ed  1842 

F o r C ata logue, A d d ress  

THE DEAN Nashotah, Wis.

ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE
The only Eastern college officially con­

trolled by the Episcopal Church and en­
dorsed by the Synod of any Eastern Prov­
ince. Its  degree of B. A. is recognized by 
all universities in th is country and abroad. 
Tuition, board and room, $500.00. 
Post-office: Annandale-on-Hudson, N. x.

(Station: Barrytow n on the New York 
Central Railroad).

“On the Hudson River Facing the 
Catskills.’’

W rite  to  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  th e  R ev . B ern ard  
I d d in g s  B ell.

HOBART COLLEGE
(FOR MEN)

WILLIAM SMITH COLLEGE
(FOR WOMEN)

Geneva, N. Y.
101st Y ear Opens Sept. 19, 1922,

Hobart offers a large number of scholarsnip* 
to students preparing for Holy Orders 
R T . R E V . C H A R L E S  H . B R E N T . D.D.. LL.D.. 

Chancellor.
REV. MURRAY BARTLETT, D.D , President. 

For information address the President.

H O W E  S C H O O L
A  S u p e r io r  a n d  T h o ro u g h  

C H U R C H  S C H O O L  F O R  BOYS 
Careful Selection—Limited Enrollment 

A separate school with individual 
attention for little boys.

R ev. C h a r le s  H e r b e r t  Y oung ,, M. A. Rector 
ADDRESS BOX W, HOWE, IND.
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