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THE BISHOP OF MINNESOTA-
AN A PPR E C IA T IO N

By JOHN C. SAGE

The death of Bishop Samuel Cook 
Edsali came as a shock to his many 
friends. While the Bishop has been 
in ill health for several months, the 
immediate cause of his death was tke 
result of a fall, he suffered a few weeks 
ago. Both he and his intimate friends 

\  supposed fie was making rapid re­
covery to normal health When he was 
taken with sudden severe pains while 
making a visitation at Rochester.

Here in his Diocese is situated the 
hospital of the famous surgeons, the 
Mayos, who, on the day of his attack, 
February 12, operated upon him and 
found an abdominal ci#t. Other seri­
ous Complications were also discov­
ered, and his death was seen to be 
only a question of a few hours or 
days at the best.

He showed great Christian fortitude 
during these last trying hours of his 
life and in his passing, as in his life, 
displayed his faith and trust in God,„ 
and proved himself an example to the 
flock over which God had made him 
an overseer. .....

In his death a great Bishop is lost 
to the. American Church. Recognized 
by his brethren of the Episcopate as 
a man of wise judgment, sanity and 
clarity of thought, he was one of the 
leaders in their councils. On the 
Board of Missions he served with 
faithfulness and devotion. His advice 
was often sought by other Bishops, 
who found in him a wise counsellor 
and friend.

In his own Diocese, Bishop Edsali 
proved himself , an administrator of 
great force and ability. Following 
Bishop Whipple, whose winning per­
sonality and large vision had secured 
the interest of a large circle of peo­
ple who built for him the schools and 
institutions he established, it fell to 
the lot of his successor to co-ordinate 
and carry on through a period of de­
pression these great properties. Be­
cause <̂f his marked business'ability, 
and his wise judgment, the Laymen 
in Minnesota found him a leader With 
whom they could co-operate . whole­
heartedly and conserve and build up 
the great Church institutions founded 
by Bishop Whipple. Today that Dio­
cese, and the Church in the Northwest 
rejoice in the upbuilding of the 
schools and their evident prosperity 
under the wise direction of the late 
Bishop of Minnesota.

The writer of this appreciation 
leaves to others to speak in detail 
from more intimate knowledge of the 
work Bishop Edsali did in North Da­
kota as a Missionary Bishop, and his 
later work covering a period of fif­
teen years as the administrator of the 
great Diocese of Minnesota.

My purpose is to write of another 
part of the Bishop’s career. It is 
only a few weeks since it was my 
privilege to attend a dinner given in 
his honor by the Church Club of Min­
nesota on the occasion of the eight­
eenth anniversary of his consecration 
to the Episcopate As a friend of 
thirty years it was my loving task to 
tell something of his early life and 
early ministry Knowing Samuel Cook 
Edsali as an intimate friend, I could 
speak then, as I desire to write now, 
of a side of his character not known 
by all who cape in contact with him. 
He was a man with a deeply loving 
affectionate nature, true and loyal to 
hjs friends and to his principles.

His vocation for the Ministry wj ŝ 
undoubted by those who knew him 
best. Like Charles Kingsley, when a 
very small boy, he would gather his!

little companions about him and 
preach to them. Doubtless this seemed 
to his parents and friends only a 
childish whim or play. Yet I take it, 
that thus early in life there was a 
call, coming to him from God like the 
other Samuel heard. Later, upon 
completion of his. college course, he 
studied law and was admitted to the 
bar. Yet God kept calling him to be 
His Priest, Circumstances brought 
about his reading the Service as Lay- 
Reader to a company of Church peo­
ple in a section of Chicago unsupplied 
with the Church’s ministrations. Al­
ways interested in the Church, ground-

111., where the future Bishop was born. 
He was a man of singular love for 
and devotion to the Church. His 
mother, a woman of .sweet and sincere 
Christian character, imprinted upon 
her son that love for God and man, 
those longings for service Which never 
left him. So the youth grew to man­
hood, gaining in grace and in love 
for Christ and His Church until he, 
when thé call was made clear, gave 
his whole self to His service. He 
never spared Mmself and when he 
gave his confidence and friendship he 
ever remained true.

A Bishop,, both by the organization 
of the Church and the institution of 
our Lord, is a ruler; Sometimes a 
Bishop is seen only as such, occa­
sionally men coming in contact with 
the Bishop recognize only this side of 
his character and fail, to observe 
the true graces and kindly disposition 
of the man.

It may be that some saw only the 
administrator, the ecclesiastic, the dip­
lomat, in the late Bishop of Minne-

ON KEEPING LENT—
A GOOD ILLUSTRATION

DEAN BELL OF FOND DU LAC

On the day after Ash Wednesday, 
as the Old Parson was returning frpm 
a sick call, his trolley car stopped at 
the door of the city’s principal theatre, 
while a crowd of people, coming 
from its doors >at the close of the mati­
nee, got aboard. Into the spat beside 
him came a young woman, her eyes 
dancing with happiness, a happiness 
which did not fade when she saw by 
whom she was sitting. At her greet­
ing he turned to find in her the daugh­
ter of his Junior Warden and one of 
his best Sunday School teachers.

“Oh,, Doctor,” she said, “I have just 
had the most wonderful afternoon. 
You know Galli Curci has been sing­
ing here today. It is such a rare thing 
thpt we have good music in a town of

There are no times in life when blessings descend so richly upon 
the soul as in the quiet, meditative hours of self-examination, when 
alone with God the soul learns more of duty, and finds ways to fulfil 
it—§£ privileges, and enters upon their enjoyment.

ed in its faith through his early years 
by his parents, and in- his college ca­
rper by the great Dr. DeKoven, he 
very naturally took tip the work of 
a Lay-Reader with no intent of doing 
more than any interested Layman 
should do. So began, in company with 
his friend and brother lawyer, the 
present Bishop of Olympia, the min­
istry for Which this man had a voca­
tion and thrqugh whose various grades 
God was ultimately to call him to the 
highest. ■

While continuing his practice as a 
lawyer, Edsali, the Lay-Reader, be 
gan to attend evening, lectures at the 
Western Theological Seminary, and 
soon, day lectures as well. God was 
Calling him through the work which 
he had established Soon the services 
in a private house gave place to serv-' 
ices in a rented store, then presently 
a small chapel was built which very 
quickly had to be enlarged and at last 
the present St. Peter’s Church, Chi­
cago, housed the great congregation', 
the largest Parish in the West, which 
had arisen as the result of his inspir­
ing leadership. This Was his only 
Parish. Here he learned to be a great 
leader of men and director of Church 
affairs. It is a remarkable testi­
monial tcA his wisdom as a man as well 
as his libve for all sorts of people 
that in this Parish he founded there 
was and has continued to be, both the 
rich and the poor, worshipping and 
serving God together.

The House of Bishops saw his worth 
ana in 1899 he was selected as Bishop 
of North Dakota. .Upon the death of 
Bishop' Gilbert he was elected his 
successor, being the choice of Bishop 
Whipple, but he never served as Bish­
op Coadjutor of Minnesota for before 
he could assume that office Bishop 
Whipple died and he succeeded him as 
Bishop of the Diocese.

Both by heredity *and environment 
Samuel Edsali was destined to be a 
servant of God in His Ministry. His 
father, James K. Edsali, was one of 
the builders of the Parish at Dixon,

sota. If they did, they were pdbr 
judges of men for they missed his 
peculiar greatness—that laving heart, 
th a t ; affectionate nature, that kindly 
disposition which made, those who 
knew him love him, and thank God 
for the friendship of this man of God.

The funeral occurred on Tuesday, 
in St. Mark’s Church, Minneapolis, at 
2:30 p. m., and was attended by the 
Clergy of the Diocese and delegations 
of Laymen. The Rt. Rev. Dr. Frank 
MeElwain, Suffragan Bishop, was in 
charge of the services. There was a 
celebration of the ¿Holy Communion 
at 10:00 a. m.

BISHOP NELSON 
OF ATLANTA DIES

The death of the Rt. Rev. Cleland 
Kinloch Nelson, ‘ D. D., occurred at 
0̂>: 30 o’clock on Tuesday evening, Feb 

ruary 13th. His death was unexpected 
and comes as a great surprise and 
shock to his friends throughout the 
American Church. He was the third 
Bishop of Georgia and^ became the 
Bishop of Atlanta after the division 
of the Diocese in 1907. He was con­
secrated Bishop February 24th, 1892, 
his consecrators being Bishops Quin- 
tard, Howe, Lyman, Whitehead, Ruli- 
son, Coleman, Jackson and Watson. 
He was a graduate of Berkely Divin­
ity School, was made a Deacon in 1875 
by Bishop Pinkney and priested by 
Bishop Stevens of Georgia in 1876. 
He was» Rector of the Church of St. 
John the Baptist,* Germantown, Pa., 
from 1876 to 1882 and Rector of the 
Church of the Nativity, Soutff Bethle­
hem, Pa., 1882 to 1892 when, he was 
elevated to the Episcopate. He was 
born May 23, 1852, Albamarle County, 
Virginia.

Further particulars will be given in
our next issue.

this size and I am so glad I could go.”
The Old Parson’s face had a not un­

kindly sternness upon it, and he said 
nothing. The girl’s smile fled at the 
lack of his responsiveness and l she 
seemed for a moment puzzled. Then 
she said,- “Oh I suppose you 'think it’s 
wrong to go because it’s Lent. Well 
Doctor, : don't. If it were just a 
question of going to the mo'';es, or 
something »me could,go to any time, 
I should not have gone. B n this is 
exceptional.'’

“You mean it is exceptionally en­
joyable, I suppose,” said the Old Par­
son, ‘‘you are willing to give tup a 
little enjoyment for the sake of keep­
ing this holy season, but not a great 
deal of enjoyment. Have you ever 
thought, my child, that-it was not a 
little thing, but the joy and glory of 
Heaven itself, that the Lord gave up 
for V>u. I  imagine there are arch­
angels in Heaven who can sipg even 
better than Galli Curci, yet Jesus for­
sook their music and heard instead 
the jeers of the mob on Calvary, be­
cause he cared a great deal about you.”

The young woman was silent for 
a While and so was he. Then he com­
menced to see an increasing resent^ 
ment burning in her reddening cheeks.

“That’s not fair of you,” she said, 
“I think I do love Our Lord, but I 
can’t believe that He wants me to 
deny myself the beauties and the 
glories of life for Him. I think Lent 
is a piece of un-Christian foolishness.
Î  think it’s a survival of a medieval 
misconception of life.” (You see by 
this that the young lady had been to 
college.) “Why should God want to 
punish me or to- have, me punish my­
self. Is it not service that He wants 
rather than this sort of spiritual self- 
larceration?”»

You must not get excited about 
this thing, Miss Anderson,” said the 
Old Parson kindly. “The trouble with 
some of you young moderns is that 
you get a half truth and imagine that 
you have the whole truth. You have 
said that what Christ wants is service. 
You are absolutely correct in that. 
Nothing else can take the placé of it. 
A Lent, for instance, which consisted

in, giving things up just for the sake 
of giving them up wfiuld not please 
God, because it would be such a 
silly thing. Almighty God does not 
like silliness, even holy silliness. But 
I think you have forgotten something 
that goes with the service. Where 
did your brother John spend his va­
cation last summer?”

“At Plattsburg, of course,” said the 
girl, “you .know that. He was in the 
training camp.”

“Yes I know it,” said the Old Parson, 
“but I thought you might have for­
gotten, I suppose they were under ra­
ther severe discipline there, were they 
not? Or did they perhaps do just as 
they felt like while they were there?” 

“Yes, indeed,” said the girl, “the dis­
cipline was very strict, it had to be, 
you know, because there was so much 
for the boys to learn about the service 
of their country.”

“Yes,” said the Old Parson. “Before 
I took orders* I served in the army 
and I knofw all about that. Did you 
ever hear of the Church being called 
‘the Church Militant?’ I suppose you 
were brought up on ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers’, and ‘The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War’, ‘Fight the Good Fight’, 
and ‘Am I a Soldier! of the Cross?’ ” 
The girl said nothing and he went on. 
‘‘Rightly looked at, Lent is an annu­

al training camp for soldiers, the sol­
diers of the Lord. These soldiers 
have to fight in the world all the 
tifne and Lent is a time when they go 
apart for special discipline and ex­
traordinary study and spiritual refur­
bishment of their armor and replen­
ishment of munitions of war so that 
during the rest of the year they can. 
fight the better. Lent is a Plattsburg 
Camp for Christian souls.

“Now a man who goes into training: 
for the army is not allowed to pick 
and choose which regulations of the­
ir aining camp he will keep .and 
which he will neglect. He gets his- 
orders from those in charge of the 
army and he keeps them whether he 
likes them or not. If the orders say 
he shall eat army rations and nothing 
else, he eats army rations and noth­
ing else, even though he may have a 
great dislike for beans, which, in my 
day fit least, formed the principle part 
of the diet. If there is a lecture on 
tactics going on he is present and if 
the camp is supposed to be drilling he 
ifi at drill. If Galli Cruci gave a con­
cert in Plattsburg and orders had 
been given for the men in training to 
stay in camp do you think your broth­
er would have been at the concert?
. “Especially this year, my daughter, 

it would seem to me that the Army of 
God ought to be glad to go into train4 
ing. This year the whole world is on 
a great strain. The possible destruc­
tion of modern civilization is what we - 
are fheing. The need of a stern, virile, 
trained and determined Christianity 
is immensely -great at this time, • 
Considering our national situation, 
Lent comes at a peculiarly fortunate 
time.

The world is marshaling its armies. 
Surely God wishes to jnarshal His 
army. I dp not believe you have real­
ized the situation. I am, afraid you 
have not heard what those who have 
ears to hear are hearing, the loud 
trumpet call of God. I am afraid you 
are making the same mistake which 
England made in the early years of 
the war, I am afraid you are saying 
this Lent ‘Business as usual.’—Do you 
know that you have gone two blocks 
past your street?”

The girl looked at him very serious­
ly. “Do you know, Dr. Jones,’* said 
the girl, ‘‘that you have spoiled all the 
pleasure of my afternoon?’̂  And then 
she smiled a little as she arose “And 
the strangest part of it is that I am 
very grateful to you for having done 
so.”
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PERSONAL RELIGION—AIDS AND
HELPS TO A RELIGIOUS LIFE

Edited by FRANCIS S. WHITE and H. MIKELL

THE COLLECT
0 Lord, who for our sake didst fast 

forty days and forty nights; give us 
grace to use such abstinence, that, our 
flesh being subdued to the Spirit, we 
may obey thy godly motions in right­
eousness, and true holiness, to thy 
honor and glory, who livest and reigif- 
est with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. -

This Collect should be learned and 
used regularly by every selfish, self- 
centered, self-indulgent man and 
woman. That list would not leave 
out many people, would it? And it 
would most likely include you. I 
think this Collect teaches us that fast­
ing would help to put one out of such 
disagreeable cesses. There was a 
time when Protestants used, and even 
now and they still do use, fasting on 
certain national and local occasions 
as a help in the maintenance of the 
spiritual life;7' and many ■Catholics 
have always used fasting to their own 
advantage, having been taught always 
to include it with Prayer and Alms­
giving as the Second of the Three 
Notable Duties. Others, both Catho­
lic and Protestant, have fasted on the 
advice Of physicians and Priests for 
personal and dietetic reasons. But 
all the above mentioned people have' 
missed the point contained in th is , 
Collect, for their fasting has had only 
themselves and their own religious 
or physical benefit in view.

There is only one good religious 
reason for fasting, and that reason 
lies in the benefit which our fasting 
is to bring to “the other fellow*” ’ihe 
reason for fasting is found in those 
famous words o f1 Jesus: “For their 
sakes, I sanctify Myself,” So. we 
pray, “O Lord, who for OUR. SAKES 
didst fast; ” then we being followers 
of Jesus, we imitate this fasting in 
order that our flesh being subdued 
to the Spirit, God can more easily 
move us to help the other fellow by 
His righteousness and true holiness, 
which we shall show in our daily 
lives. Remember, ours is a social 
Gospel, therefore we must ever have 
the other fe llow 'in  mind- Many 
blet&ings come with fasting, but they 
are the by-produCts of fastings. Fast­
ing for fasting’s sake, and fasting for 
one’s own sake; are part and parcel 
of a selfish or self-centered' Gospel. 
Fasting for the other person’s sake 
is. the essence of that Gospel which 

' puts Christ at the center of things. 
Q£ course, this is the ideal which is 
being set before us in the' Collect; but 
if we are in earnest in our efforts 
this Lent for “new and contrite 
hearts,” then it is most fitting that we 
selfish, self-centered, self-indulgent 
sinners should begin to work back 
to our ideals, and to begin with our 
flesh. Lent is a time when we brush 
up on fasting for the sake of the other 
man. Every Friday in the year we 
Christians ought to say this Collect 
tying lip our self-discipline to the 
death day of Jesus, in order that we 
may rightly and holily use the gifts 
which God has given us for the sake 
of the flesh. Every Lent we should 
see that our fasting is so done in or­
der that through our self-denial some 
soul shall be brought nearer to God 
and the spiritual: life. Does not this 

- thought dignify and take out of the 
trivial such fastings as giving up ci- 

» gars and candy and movies and but­
ter and coffee and desserts by ifhole 
families in order that the money 

■ saved shall go to help the other fel­
low? Apply this thought also to the 
use of the time you usually spend in 
reading and visiting, in order to spend 
it with God in extraordinary worship 
and for man-in extraordinary philan­
thropic ways. Fast! Yes, fast wisely 
and honestly, but always with the 
other, God or man, in view.

God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tnmnlts, in labours, 
in watchings, in fastings; by pure­
ness, by knowledge, by lohgsiiiiering, 
by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by 
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armour 
of righteousness on the right hand and 
on the left, by honour and dishonour, 
by evil report and good report; as 
deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, 
and yet well known ; as dying, and 
behold, we live; as chastened, and not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet alway re­
joicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet pos­
sessing all things.

Man shall not Hyo by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of 
the month of God. Then the devH 
taketh Him up into the holy city, and 
setteth Him on a pinnacle of the tem­
ple, and saith unto Him, If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down, for 
it is written, He shall give His angels 
charge concerning thee; and in their 
hands tliey shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. Jesus sàid unto him, It is 
written again, Thou shalt not tepipt 
the Lord thy God. Again, the devil 
taketh Him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and shewetli Him all the 
kingdoms Of the world, and the glory 
of them; and saith untò Him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou 
Wilt fall down and worship me Then 
saith Jesus unto, him, Get thee hence, 
Satan, for it isf written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and; Him 
only shalt tbon serve Then the devil 
leaveth Him, and behold, angels came 
and ministered unto Him.

COMMENTS ON THE NEW LECITONARY
By REV. C. B. WILMER, D. D.

FIRST WEEK IN LENT

----------■
MORNING PRAYER EVENING, PRAYER

F irst Lesson Second Lesson F irst Lesson ; Second Lesson

- 1st San. in Lent j Ex. 1 :1-14 
1 Jer. 9: 1-24

Rom. 7:1—8: 6 ■ Joel 2:1-18 : John-8:12-end:

M. Jer. 17: 5-14 I Cor. 4:1-17 ‘ 2: 18-end -----?----------1-#.
Tu. Is. 33 ; 6 .■ 3 10:1-21
W. Hosèa 12:1-14'vi 7:10-31 Zeph. I Luke 9: 51-end
Th; Micah 7: 8-end 8 2 10:1-24

F. Deut. 18:1-13, 9: 7-end 3: 1-13 10: 25-end

s. 1 18:15-end 10: 1-17 3 :14-end John 10: 22-end

2d Sun. in Lent j Ex. 1: 22-2:10 
1 Ezekiel 14

¡ Acts 7:2-22 jff Jer. 17 Luke 11:1-26

“Workers with Him!” That is the 
kind of Labor Union everyone should 
want to join. The Union which makes 
you a fellow workman with God in 
His great workshop. And vvhat wages 
they are, which are promised and 
paid! Afflictions, necessities, dis­
tresses, imprisonments, .etc., etc. Re­
read that list again. How could any­
one be expected to work for such 
wages ' or to stand up under such 
treatment, unless there was a great 
end in view to buoy one up? And 
yet there is a hero’s list in the world 
carrying names ; known and unknown 
of men and women who have under­
gone all these experiences, Yes, and 
in addition have said it was well 
worth while to keep pure, and be long 
suffering, and stay kind under provo-

Isn’t it wonderful to see the work­
ings of the human heart of Jesus; 
to have the veil lifted by Him for a 
moment and he permitted to see Him 
resisting the subtle appeals made to 
iHis Human "Nature in order that He 
might win the world of man back to 
Heaven and Home ? And does not this 
three-fold vision m ale it very plain 
that we Christians must keep the 
oth’er man always in view when we 
are tempted? Not only for ourselves 
but for the other fellow who is look­
ing up to us, or looking at us, or 
otherwise trying us out, it is abso­
lutely necessary that in the effort 
to get our daily bread we must be

SUNDAY LESSONS. The* First 
Lesson for the Morning is the story 
of Israel in Bondage in Egypt, typical 
not only for the bondage of the spirit 
to the flesh from which our Lord came 
to deliver us, but also the bondage of 
the law, the discipline which is “a 
school master to bring us to Christ.” 
The Egyptians “made their lives bit­
ter- with hard , service.” The N. T. 
correlative is St. Paul’s discussion of 
this same double bondage to the uesh 
and to the law, from which we are 
delivered only through Christ ana His 
this same double bondage to the flesh 
the sinful passions, which were 
through the law, wrought in our mem­
bers to bring forth fruit unto death;” 
but “I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord;” “for the mind of the 
flesh is death; but the mind of the 
spirit is life and peace.” The O. T. 
alternate (present Prayer Book lesson 
from P. M.) is Jeremiah’s lament over 
Judah in bondage to falsehood and in

sure never to, use wrong ways to get j justicc> making necessary a national 
that bread. And when we are led fmm whir*h rlnnhle hnndasre
to high and .prominent positions in 
the religious life, promoted there

discipline from which double bondage 
no relief was possible unless men 

3 should learn to glory, not in riches,
either from the altar or the pew, it or human might or wisdom, but in

Lent—a familiar word, a much abused word, oftentimes a lightly 
or jestingly spoken word, and yet a word of marvelous power to 
every earnest, honest man, woman and child. Its lessons are lessons 
of devotion; its truths are truths of manhood; its plea is for reality 
triumphing* over the shams of life. There is a spirit underlying all its 
ways that makes men better, nobler, holier, in their daily lives-^md 
that is what we want.

have filled in with prophetic selec­
tions topically related to the season, 
dealing with flesh and: spirit; u v ' 
couragement to sinners to look for 
tii(̂ r,LHifg îii His beauty, their Savior 
and pardoner, and to  the God of Mer­
cy and justice who was faithful to 
promises made to the Patriarchs, etc. 
The Deuteronomic selections have ref­
erence to the Ministry and to tfi® 
“Prophet like unto Moses” whom the 
Lord would raise up. These are ap­
propriate, also, to the Ember Days, 
even without substituting the “Prop­
ers.” The second morning lessons 
for the week (I Qor.4:l—10:17) deal 
likewise with the Ministry (chapters 
4 and 9,) with sins of the flesh and 
their remedy, and with Christian 
liberty. ...

Week day evenjng lessons. The se­
lections in the harmonized Life of our 
Lord cover the Ministry (Sending out 
the Seventy, our Lord the Good Shep­
herd,) the Lord who came to save, 
and His forthcoming Sacrifice. .For. 
the O. T. Lessons, we-have complet­
ed Joel, the Promise of Deliverance. 
And from Zephania “Looking through 
Discipline to Deliverance.” >

All these fit in with the ̂ season of 
Lent, in its peiiitentiai and also in its 
forward looking aspect, both to Easter 
and; to Pentecost; this arrangement 
being, in the judgement of the Com­
mission, more helpful than passages 
•which are merely denunciatory of sin. 
There is also a direct connection with 
the special theme of the Collect, Epis­
tle and Gospel—the use of discipline 
and of grace to win the victory of the 
Spirit over the flesh. In places where 
only one service a day is held-, it is 
suggested that (during the* first year 
anyway) the | morning O. T. lessons 
be used, so as to carry out the plan of 
the Sunday morning lessons, “Look­
ing toward the deliverence .from 
Egypt on Easter.”

cation, and to be misunderstood and 
misrepresented, because of the value 
of the end they had in view. And 
this list includes all people famous 
in Science and Art, and Commerce 
arid Literature and Trade as well as 
Religion. And these famous ones had 
and continue to hâve, imitators who 
have been mute, , inglorious arid un­
known, but who have also earned 
their hero’s medals in God’s sight as 
justly and as honorably as have those 
whom the world has acclaimed and 
crowned. But now right here note 
this, my friend. Every one of those 
heroes and heroines had for their, aim 
“the good of the other fellow.” It 
heartens you up* doesn’t it,' to realizó 
that all your sacrifice of strepgth and 
time and money for the: other person 
puts you in this class, and entitles 
you to sanctify yourself for still 
greater efforts? This Epistle nfakes 
strange and foolish reading to the 
folks who just live for themselves, and 
whose gospel is: “Look out for num­
ber one.” Such people have received 
the grace of God in vain. And, my 
friend, if you think this sort of Chris­
tianity is foolish and Visionary and 
impracticable, that will be certain 
sign to you that you need to say 
again the Collect, for Ash Wednesday 
with the Special Intention of finding 
out what it is that has made you 
“stale” in the Christian fellowship, so 
that by the grace of God you can cast 
it out, and have again a new and con­
trite heart in which you will rejoice 
to work with Him, Who for the sake 
of the other fellow was made perfect 
through suffering.

is equally necessary that we inust ever 
think of the other man who is below, 
because if when tempted to spiritual 
pride we should yield, the fall will 
not only ruin us, but is more than 
likely; to involve him in the crash.
And is it not true that there would be. 
little, -very little pleasure in the 
thought of controlling all the king­
doms of the world and having the 
glory of them, if there was no-one to 
share the power and the glory with 
you? And do not the stories of world­
ly ambition for place and power and 
glory dishonorably gained, always 
show that the ambition to gain these 
things, even at the peril of one’s soul, 
was stimulated by the thought of j 
having some other person to share —*- 
them with you ?; I think the Gospel j vice! 
lesson can be driven home in these 
words, which will niake good food 
for thought and action this first week 
in Lent-NO ONE CAN MAKE YOU 
SIN, UNLESS YOU WANT TO , SIN.

F. S. W.

THE EPISTLE
We then, as workers together with 

Him, beseech you also that ye receive 
not the grace of God in vain* (For 
He saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted and in  the day of salvation 
have I succoured thee; behold, now 
is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.) Giving no of­
fense in anything, that the ministry 
be not blamed; but in all things ap­
proving ourselves as the ministers of

“the God that exerciseth loving kind­
ness, righteousness and justice in the 
earth.”

SUNDAY EVENING L E S S O N S .
The Second Lesson* deals with the 
same theme as the morning lessons, 
deliverance from the bondage of sin. 
This shall be ¡accomplished only 
through the Truth and the Son, whose 
crucifixion is foreshadowed iri that 
Hik enemies “took up stones to cast 
at Him.” The O. T. Lesson is the 
prophet Joel’s appeal, for fasting and': 
penitence.

WEEK. DAYS. In order to throw 
Ex. 1:22—2:10 upon next Sunday, we

On Sunday, Feb. 4th, à special ser­
vice was held in Sti Thomas’ Church, 
Abingdon, Va., which is now without a 
Rector, by the Rev. Tlios. F .1 Opie of 
Preston Parish, in the interest of the 
Church Pension Fund. Mr. Opie 
preached from Gal. 6:10—As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us *do good 
unto all men, and especially unto them 
who are of the house-hold of faith. 
The speaker treated the Church Pen­
sion Fund as thé “opportunity/’setting 
forth-—1st, What? 2nd, Why? and 3rd, 
How? ; ; ..■■1 r |J |f |  i »
.When the offering was taken this little 
congregation of about half a hundred 
souls gave the splendid sum of $1,657 
for the Pension Fund, and they expect 
to "raise it to $1700. A worthy exam­
ple this, for some of the larger 
Churches. -

THE GOSPEL
Then was Jesns led up of the spirit 

into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil. And when He had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, He was 
afterward an hungered. And when 
the tempter came to Him, he said, 
If thou be the Son of God, commarid 
that these stones^e made bread. But 
He answered and said, it is written,

A MEDITATION
By Rev. Raimundo DeOvies.

WAS IT JUST OR RIGHT 2
“And he answering said to his 

father: Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at 
any time thy commandment; and yet 
thou never gavest me a kid, that I 
might make merry with my friends; 
but as soon as this thy son was corner 
which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the 
fatted calf!”

What a thoroughly human and natu­
ral complaint! He had tried so hard, 
and for so many long years, to do his 
father’s will'. He had not transgress­
ed, but obeyed and served in respect 
and love; and this waster, and ingrate, 
and pleasure-loving fool is received 
back w ith« love, honor, spectacular 
ceremony, and joy—while the faithful 
son has never enjoyed even a mild 
form of feast for all the years of ser-

It did not seem just or right to 
him. Does it seem so to us?

The story of the Prodigal’s Return 
is . being repeated every day; arid we 
need to See the hidden meaning, some 
of us, if we would not loose courage 
to do, and belief in the wisdom of do­
ing, good.
i  perhaps at no other time lias there 
been such a. smooth path made for the 
penitant as aow. Once sin and folly 
were punished with appalling .sever­
ity; but nowadays we are inclined to 
coddle, feed, and make much of the 
wayward.; and some make even a 
hero of him. Prison "reform has made 
the lot of the criminal surpassingly 
preferable, in comfort at least, to that 
of many an honest toiler;' and organ­
ization, vast sums of money, arid 
much human energy are at his- service.

The modern stage and screen, and 
the popular novel, find little that is 
dramatic or romantic in plain, every­
day decency and virtue. Heros arid 
heroines are often theives and adult­
erers, arid their sins condoned with 
all modern sentimentality until the 
simple, honest, loyal,, and chaste child 
of the Father sometimes wonders if 
it is worth while to obey and serve 
and do right to the best of one’s abil- 

■ ities. \ > V ■ v
| |  fit worth while when, by self- 

seeking and ruthless disregard of 
others, one may balance the account

with a glorious festival, receive honor 
and gifts arid all the warm glow of 
notoriety that' ends the story, of the 
prodigal son? 1

Yes, it is worth while!
The reception of the prodigal is 

spectacular because it is the hour of 
of an awful abasement. We see the 
whole evidence of rejoicing; but the 
suffering that made it a necessary 
reparation is hidden. We see the 
robe, the ring and the fatted calf, but 
the Father sees the swine-pen and the 
husks; and the prodigal may never, 
in life, forget them! The prodigal 
may return to the home of peace arid 
love; but there is no way of replacing 
the years of absence; Something was 
lost— and robe and ring and feast 
were gained at a bitter cost!

And what are robe and ring and 
feast but the hourly possession of the 
faithful child? There was . always 
raiment; there was adornment for 
every need; there was place, daily, at 
the Father’s table. And the clothing 
became tone naturally ; the adornment 
eXcited no comment because it was 
fitting; the food was never flavored 
with, salt or bitter tears!

We need never to compromise with 
wrong; but, when we know all or 
even in part, we must needs love and 
receive the penitant; and he has 
PAID!
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WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?
Edited by IRVING P. JOHNSON

VI.

WHAT C H R IST  DID
Here again let us follow the facts,' 

rather than our opinion of what the 
facts ought to have been: for we 
are concerned with the development 
of religion as it proceeded, like .the 
scientist who, in studying the success­
ive marks of the development of any 
species, seeks for facts and uses 
them, and does not try to make thé 
facts agree with his prejudices.

Well, what is your prejudice? Is it, 
if you are an average Protestant, that 
Christ was merely a great teacher; 

jtìiat the Gospels are valuable chiefly 
as a record' of these teachings, and 
that the Catholic or historic Church 
is ah institution which has perverted 
these simple truths by dogmatism and 
ecclesiasticisin? Is i t  a popular opin­
ion “ held by the best modern think­
ers” (as one prominent writer has 
modestly confessed), that Christ did 
not found a Church, but simply taught 
a Gospel ? Again, what are the facts ?

(1) We know that Christ spent 
three years in preparing twelve men 
whom Hé called His “Apostles”—̂(that 
is, translating the word “Apatles”, 
“those sent”)."whose undoubted func­
tion was8 to represent Him àfter His 
ministry was over. They accompanied 
Him more and more closely as His 
ministry drew to an end, and to them 
He explained teachings which Hé 
purposely withheld from the public, 
in language that is strikingly opposed 
to our modern idea that everything 
Christ said or did is public property. 
He ' emphasized, however, His own 
private rights. Let me quote His lan­
guage, in , order that you may ponder 
its significance and square it with 
your prejudices:. “And the disciples 
came; and said unto Him, Why speak- 
est Thou unto the public in parables? 
He answered and said unto them, Be­
cause it is given unto you to know 
the mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but to them it is not given.”
- The twelve were called “Apostles” ; 

•the seventy '  wefe caned “disciples*’. 
The language implies that our Lord 
discriminated in His teaching between 
those who were Known- as “Apostles” 
and “Disciples” and those who had 
hot accepted these responsibilities. It 
is not a very well defined line of sep­
aration, perhaps; buL like the earli­
er development of any distinguishing 
feature in a species, it is a sign of 
such separation. How much of a 
sign? Just as much as the» subsequent 

; development shows it to have been 
a'sign. fo r  example, if you went back1 
to the beginnings of a lobster, your 

.might find that1 the peculiar claw 
which marks him was nothing but a 
little ^protuberance. That little pro­
tuberance . whs a sign of what was to 
follow; if nothing followed, it .wasn’t  
much of a sign.

(2) John the. Baptist and otir Lord
both constantly refer to Christ’s'wvork 
as a Kingdom. Many of Christ’s para­
bles, for example, begin with the 
phrase, “The Kingdom of Heaven is 
like unto”,' etc. Now, .“Kingdom” is 
n o t a very accurate term, perhaps, 
but again it is a sign. John the Bap­
tist and our Lord were Hebrews, and 
they were speaking to Hebrews fa­
miliar with thè prophets, who fre-‘ 
quentlÿ use thè word “kingdom.” Let 
me quote one such réference: “And in 
the days of these things shall the God 
o f‘Heaven set up a Kingdom, which 
shall- never be destroyed.” (Daniel 
îi : 44.) Now the Jews were hard-
headed people, and while they might 
not have a very definite idea, of the 
constitution of this Kingdom, to them

; a kingdom was something organized, 
just as .it is to the modern scientist, 
and not something promiscuous. For 
example, no, one would speak of a 
mixed crowd as a kingdom; rather 
would he think of a kingdom às at 
least, afl organized ‘government (e. g. 
the Kingdom of Cyrus), or an organic 
life (e. g. the Vegetable Kingdom).

(3) But even in our Lord’s own 
time and language this sign was fur­
ther elaborated.. Probably the greatest 
climax is reached in the Gospel when,

' His three years’ ministry nearly com­
pleted, He takes the twelve to a re­
mote city, Caesarea Philippi, .a n d  
there puts to them the momentous 
question, which I will try to para­
phrase without irreverence, and put 
into common parlance. (For the origi­
nar scene read St. Matthew xvi; 13-22.)

“You have been with Mo three 
years. What do people think of me?”

“Well, they think You are John the 
Baptist, or Elijah.”;

' “But what do you think of Me?” He 
continued.

“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God,” Peter replies. •

We can well understand the- pause 
that would follow this answer. Peter 
was a rash man, who more than once 
made foolish mistakes, Was this an­
other of his impetuous errors?

“And Jesus answered and said unto 
Peter, Blessed art thou, Simon, son of 
Jonah, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria,- and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” (verse 
8.) And these were the last words of 

| Jesus Christ recorded by the Evan- 
{ gelist. :. i

In conclusion of this matter, what 
Christ did was to proclaim a King­
dom, to select the twelve and the sev­
enty, to draw a line between them* 
and the public, to announce the found­
ing of a Church, to promise a certain 
extraordinary gift to this Church, and 
not to the world.

As a fact, Christ not only taught 
truths,—He dealt with facts, and de­
clared His intention of embodying 
those facts in an institution which 
was to be endowed with an extraordi­
nary gift. Did He mean this? The best

Which is in Heaven. And I say also 1 commentary on what He meant would 
unto thee, that thou art Peter, and j seem I f  be that those Apostles (with 
upon this rock I wiil build My Church; ! whom He had spent forty days te’ach- 
and the gates of Hell shall not pre- ! in§ the things pertaining to the King-
vail against it.” /

Again we see a sign, more marked, 
however. There could be no question 
that the word “Church” as here used 
referred to a definite organization. He 
uses the wor d only twice—the other 
time serves to give it distinctness. 
(St. Matt, xviii: 17.) “Tell it unto the 
Church: but if he neglect to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican.”

That is, He was to found a church 
(the verb is in the future; it had not 
yet been founded) • it was to be a per­
manent - Church; it was to be built 
upon a rock (whatever that rock 
was); , it was not to include f “the 
heathen man”; it was to be capable of 
exercising such discipline as every 
human organization claims to exer­
cise, that is, putting o’ut refractory 
members; in short, the sign is de­
veloping into the thing.

(4) We must pause again to con­
sider those great forty days after our

dom of God) actually, did, unless they 
were ^too stupid to understand; His 
teaching or too willful to carry it 
out; and so we must interpret the 
signs and promises, of Jésus Christ, 
as we have been interpreting every­
thing else, not by modern opinions, 
but by the facts which followed close­
ly upon the signs. Here again let us 
interpret the Apostles’ estimate of this 
question not by modern prejudices, but 
rather by what happened as the re­
sult of their action. Moreover, let us 
remember1 that institutions founded 
on covenants are fundamental to hu­
man society. The family based on the 
marriage contract, the State based on 
an oath ot citizenship—why should it 
be thought strange that God, in deal­
ing with man, should pursue the same 
policy, in order that the principles of
Christianity might be embodied and«perpetuated in an institution?

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE—
WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES

Edited by IRVING P. JOHNSON

IX. |

How Baptism Is to
Be Administered

How Baptism is to be Administered.
, The Prayer Book expects that Bap­
tism shall be administered by a- “law 
ful minister”, using water and the 
words commanded by our Lord. 
“Lawful Minister”—7

Thd third rubric in the office for 
Private Baptism of Children directs 
that Baptism shall be administered by 
the Minister of the Parish, or “any 
other lawful minister;” which means 
of course any other Clergyman of this 
Church. Yet this does^ not mean that 
Baptism administered by any other 
than one of our Clergy is invalid and 
no Baptism. Not only do we accept 
the Baptism administered by any 
Priest in Catholic orders, but by any 
Christian man or woman- The Catho­
lic Church has always accepted lay’ 
Baptism as valid. The Roman Church 
teaches that any Baptism, in which 
water is used, and the words which 
our<'Lord commanded, is valid Bap­
tism; but in practice the Roman 
Church denies her own teaching and 
insists on baptizing all who were not 
baptized by a member of the Roman 
Church.

We are consistent,: and accept lay 
baptism, hut to be “lawful”, that is in 
accord with our rules,- Baptism must 
be administered by a “lawful Priest.” 
All other Baptism is irregular, yet 
valid, and not to be repeated.
Such a Rule Important.

If you are really aiixioiis to live a better life, if you are utterly 
dissatisfied with what you have been, and with what you are; if here­
after you want to do all the good you can, and use the time and the 
talents that God has given you, listen to the Church’s call at this time, 
follow her leadership!: take your place in God’s vineyard and there 
serve your Master faithfully.

A moment’s thought will show how 
neecessary and natural such a rule is. 
Since Baptism is the dnbi^.by which 
a person enters C hrist^^ ju rch , the 
rite of initiation, so to-sp$akf it should 
be administered as a rule only in the 
presence of the congregation, and by 
the lawful officer and head of the 
congregation. This is the principal 
which all lodges follow—it is the natu­
ral way, the normal way.
Water Must Be Used

The rubric says that the Minister 
shall dip the Child into the water, or 
pour the water upon him. Either im­
mersion or pouring is lawful and 
valnl. Sprinkling water at a line of 
candidates could hardly be regard-; 
ed as valid. And in such a case the 
person should be baptized hypothetic- 
ally. Immersion was for centuries the 
prevailing custom of the «Church, and 
the* fact that it is put first in the rubric 
may' bp the relic of that fact. But 
th,e Church Catholic has never regard­
ed immersion as the only valid form— 
that idea arose with the Bifptist Sect 
in the 17th century. We would have 
no controversy with the sA tis t on 
this subject if they merely preferred 
immersion as their way, and not the 
only way.
immersion Not /Necessary.

It is impossible to prove that the 
New Testament demanded immersion. 
No argument can be found from Johhu. 
the Baptist, because whatever his 
Baptism was like, it was not Chris­
tian, and has to be supplemented—• 
(Acts 19:1-6) Philip and the Eunuch 
Went doAvn both into the water—buts 

I if this mean immersion it teaches 
I that the officiating Minister must im- 
[merse himself as well as the candi- 
date. “Buried with Christ” in Baptism 
(Ro. 6:4) is to be compared with 
“Circumcised with Christ” “Risen with 
Christ;” It means a death unto sin. 
rather than amount of water used. 
The New Testament speaks of being 
baptized with water, never into 
water.” And lastly in St. Matt. 7:4 
Baptism with cups and couches does 
not mean immersion, but ceremonial 
cleansing by-sprinkling—and in I Pet.
3:21, and I Cor. 10:2 the children of 
Israel were baptized’ in the Red sea— 
but that baptism was not immer­
sion,—only the Egyptians wore im­
mersed, Baptize in the New Testa-

Lord rose from the dead; and before 
He . ascended into Heaven—thé forty 
days which He spent in speaking 
to the faithful “of the things« per­
taining to the Kingdom of God”. Pre­
vious to this (during Passion Week), 
He had conversed with I-Iis disciples; 
upon His approaching death. In the 
course'of this conversation (St. John, 
chaps. 14-16) He told them, “It is a 
good thing for you that I am going 
away ; for if I go not away, the Com­
forter Will not come unto you; but 
if I depart I will send Him unto 
you” (xvi:7) ; and again, “I will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you forever” (xiv:16); and 
again. “The: Comforter shall com eh 
again, “The Comforter shall teach 
you all' things, and bring to 
your remembrance whatsoever I 
have ; said unto you” (xiv : 26) ; and 
again, “Hobeit when He, the Spirit of 
Truth is come, He#will guide you in­
to1 all truth” (xvi: 13).

Now/ promises are not usually re­
garded very highly,-* but the promise 
of God to Abraham had been .the ba­
sis of the whole. Hebrew covenant, as 
St. Paul so eloquently sets forth (Gal. 
iii: 16-18). So these pious Hebrews re­
garded a promise of Christ as sacred,, 
and at the end of the great forty days 
we find them listening for the last 
time to. a reiteration of this promise 
to them by Jesus Christ: “Behold, I 
Send the promise of My Father upon 
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jeru­
salem, until ye be endued with power 
from on high.” (St. Luke xxiv:49.)
... ■ And when St. Luke takes up Ms 
narrative again in the Acts of the 
Apostles, we find him again record­
ing the same promise: “And Christ 
commanded them.; (the Apostles whom 
He had chosen) that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, hut wait for 
the promise of the Father, which ye 
have heard of Me. For John truly bap­
tized with water (and, presumably, 
with nothing else) ; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not- 
many days hence/' (Acts i: 4-5.) And 
again: “But yë shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come

EVERY-DAY
RELIGION

By Dr. James E. Freeman.

f  I Î  1 i
v B ' ‘7 >/‘Religion between Sundays” is the 

' suggestive title of an interesting 
book that sets forth the need for more

get down to the root of it all, the re­
ligion that is worth vyhilë» indeed the 
only religion that will be accepted by j 
our time as valid and* genuine,; is the

ment does 
mersion.
The wards of Baptism 
I T’lie' wore 

more impor 
water used 
words whic 
the name t

aril« 3 ply im-

whieh are sai(f are oi 
ace than the? amount of 
For valid Baptism the 
Christ appointed, :‘‘Iii 
the Father, and of the

■HR H  H |  , , x , i Son, and ;pf the Holy Ghost” must bereligion that touches market place, y R M W  1 » ^ :  expression of
shop and fireside with hopefulness intent to baptize. Either a! in the 
and helpfulness. It is the religion f5rm % baptize thee,” or as
clean dealing, clean speaking, c lean ly  the Easteni ,.The scrvant 0f God is 
living, the religion of fair play—that

practical; and vital religious habit; It rose will

despises; Shams-, abbots hypocrisies, 
loves kindness and plucks the thorn 
and plants . the rose, wherever . the

is an earnest appeal for the applica­
tion of religion, real religion to life’s 
common concerns. We used to think 
religion consisted in , saying some­
thing; today we are coming to be­
lieve it consists in being something. 
I remember an old country deacon of 
the David Harum type, whose horse 
deals were the scandal of the cbun- 
try-sidè, but whose professions of re­
ligion were loud and insistent. His 
was a religion of saying something.

Happily,: this spurious, counterfeit 
type which brought disgrace to the 
Church, is passing. Newer 'and se­
verer tests are being applied today 
to a man’s faith, and while there must 
reside behind’; a life of consistent re­
ligious habit a clearly defined belief, 
a creed of some sort, the world is 
asking for the practical evidences of 
its worth as disclosed in everyday 
living. It does mattqj- that we believe 
indefinitely and unfalteringly, it does 
matter that we stand for fixity of con- 
-viction. The man without a creed is 
like the mariner without a compass. 
If a man has a creed -an unfailing 
belief in the. Fatherhood of God, let 
him show it in daily life.by demon- 
[strating his belief in the brotherhood 
of man. Religion is being and doing.

Says a wise man: “Neither religion 
nor philosophy can get on without an 
incarnation.” In other words, princi­
ples must be vital, self-revealing 
forces—and be it said with all insist­
ence—the vital forces of our religion 
must speak and act in a language un­
derstood of all men. We have known 
some so-called exemplars of religion 
whose every-day expressions of their 
faith no man could understand. To

Those old lines of an Austrian pact 
are suggestive:

The Parish Priest of Austerlitz

baptize,” Our Prayer Book Service 
which is required to lie used guards the 
rights of the laity, Everyone baptized 
in our Church can know that all was 
done rightly, because this form is re­
quired. When the Minister can make 
his own form there is no assurance. 
The, late Bishop Paret told of Baptisms 
when the Minister said “I baptize thee;

Climb’d up in a liigh church steeple, | with the Baptism:of Repentence. I 
To be nearer God, so that he might j baptize thee with John s Baptism.

hafid - | “According to thy faith I baptize
His word down to hi! people. thee.” None of these forms gave

/Christian Baptism. Our Prayer Book 
“And in sermon script he daily wrote is the guarantee to one, who was bap- 
What h e ' thought was ; sent from i tized in infancy, That, all was done in 

heaven • ¡ accord with Christ’s command.
And he dropped this down on his 

people’s hfeads,
Two times’, one , day in seven.

J. H. Y.

“In his age, God said, ‘come down and 
die;'

And he cried out from the steeple: 
‘Where art Thou, Lord?’ and his Lord 

replied:
‘Down here among my people.’ ”

Oldest Clergyman in
the Church Dies

The Rev. Janies Trimble, age ninety- 
four years, and active in. the ministry 
up to the .time of his death passed 
away in Minneapolis, Minn., on Friday 
last. He was the Rector of St. Mat­
thew^ Parish that city. He was a na­
tive of Ireland and came to this coun­
try when he was sixteen years old. | jo
He had been a resident of Minneapolis 
since 1902. Dr. Trimble is reported 
to have been the oldest clergyman in 
active service of the Church in this 
country.

Interesting Addresses
At Seabury

The Breck Missionary Society, Sea­
bury Divinity School, Faribault, Minn., 
has been having a very instructive 
series of addresses by the students on 
the different mission fields in the 
Church. Mr. Tabor described tbe work 
of a personal friend in Alaska. Mr  ̂
Jones, a resident of South Dakota, ex­
plained the Indian work in the Nio­
brara Deanery. Mr. Bidders discuss­
ed the Mormon problem in Utah, 
where he has worked under Bishop 
Jones, Mr. Street spoke of Bishop 
Restarick and the Church in Honolulu. 
Mr. Stowe, who has spent three sum­
mers under Bishop Brewster, pointed 
out the nature and difficulties of the 
Church’s m ission in Western Colora- 

Mr. Pinkham, born and raised in
Cape Colony, showed wliat the Eng­
lish Church is doing in South Africa. 
The personal knowledge of the speak­
ers make these addresses unusually 
interesting.
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OPEN LETTERS TO LAYMEN—
BY THE BEHÔP OF IOWA

My dear Friend :
I appreciate what you say about 

the Lenten Fast. I t is true that very 
few of our people practice fasting. It 
is true that comparatively few of our 
people attend, at least with any regu­
larity, theigifeecial week day services. 
It is time Wsk at present only a  very 
few of , 'osur people refuse to go to 
places of amusement during Lent. I 
admit all you say, but I do not agree 
with you when you conclude that the 
observance of Lent is necessarily 
something of an unreality, that we 
are merely observing Lent in obedi­
ence to a tradition, and that we had 
better shorten Lent to a  week or pos­
sibly give up its observance altogeth­
er. ,

I am not going to argue that it is 
the duty of the great majority of peo­
ple to fast, though I see very clearly 
that most people need some form of 
self-imposed discipline, and then, too, 
I am quite sure that the restriction of 
diet would be for most people of posi-

clares to be the need and joy of men. 
The Church will not help us attain it. 
The Church does not make a  law. If 
a communicant does not keep Lent 
there is no penalty imposed by the 
Church. But the Church does advise 
self-discipline, the Church advises 
that we give up ordinary social en­
gagements, cries, “Come ye apart in 
the desert and rest awhile.” The 
Church advisps us to make time for 
meditation and prayer. The Church 
advises self-examination, the forsak­
ing of sinful thoughts and words and 
deedsr But all this is to an end that 
we may live our Christian life as a 
conscious disciple and positively. Our 
wills are to be given to the, enlarge­
ment of love, of devotion to the King­
dom of Heaven. We are to go into 
Lent seeking God, knowing that if 
we draw nigh unto God He will draw 
nigh unto us.

I f  your heart is hungry, if life per­
plexes you, if you must have some­
thing, somebody not yourself to guide

tive physical benefit. I certainly you, to give you power, to show you
would not argue that the spirit of 
Lent can he expressed in a series of 
“Don’ts.”

The ohiect of Lent is to give earn­
est peoiffl an opportunity to get a 
deeper personal religious experience, 
a more intimate discipleship with our 
Lord Jesus Christ, a consciousness of 
God’s presence and their final rela­
tion to Him.

I said earnest people, for to mere­
ly give up meat or tor refuse to give 
entertainments or to accept invita­
tions to social functions, even to go 
to some of the special services, does 
not do very much good. There is a 
value in obeying the counsel of the 
Church and it is a  fine thing to con­
sider for the sake of other people, the 
proprieties of such a season of pray­
er, but so far as the man himself is 
concerned there must be a spiritual 
hunger and the surrender of the will 
to. God.

There are times in every life when 
a man feels it would be blessed to 
have his religion real to him; when 
in the depth of consciousness he 
could say to God, “Abba, Father”, and 
know that he said it not because of 
any authority or because he had rea­
soned out God’s existence, but be­
cause he knew by a personal relation, 
because God had revealed Himself, 
that there was a God and that God 

' was in very truth his Father.
The Lord Jesus Christ is alive. He 

Is not merely the Christ who died 
ninetèen hundred years ago and who 
is only to be known by going back 
and studying,, a book of history about 
Him. The study of the record of the 

- life and teaching of Jesus is neces­
sary, absolutely necessary, to an in­
telligent discipleship, but we, like St. 
Paul, cannot f-now know Christ after 
the flesh. We are to know in our 
discipleship that Christ was alive, 
so near to us that a thorough desire, 
reaches Him, so near that He can 
reveal Himself to us in our thoughts 
and feelings.

There is an intimacy possible. The 
Holy Spirit is in our very selves. God 
is not far away. Christ did not only 
live and die in Palestine. God the 
Holy Ghost makes each of our bodies 
the temple in which he dwèlls, takes 
the things of Christ and shows them 
as they are related to our needs, is 
comfort and power and love welling 
up in our consciousness.

“If a man love Me, he will keep My 
words and My Father will love Him 
and we will corné unto him and make 
Our abode With him.” St. John, xiv 
23. “He that hath My Command 
meats, and keepeth them / he it 
that loveth Me, and he that loveth 
Me shall be loved of My Father, and 
I will love him and will manifest My 
self to him.” St. John, xiv, 21.

Whether many or few keep Lent 
the man who desires this personal re 
ligious 1 experience may find an op 
portunity for cleansing his own heart 
from sin and experiencing personally 
a sense of reconciliation with God 
Though nobody but himself keeps 
Lent, a man may have in Lent an op 
portunity for the seeking to under­
stand and practice whàt , Christ Jesus 
has taught him. An earnest man may 
find in Lent an opportunity for enter 
ing more fully intp the sympathy with 
the suffering life of Jesus; a thought 
ful, needy man may so open up his 
mind and heart to the living Christ 
that he will know personally, immedi 
ately, that the things seen are tern 
poral, mere appearance, that the re 
ality is God and that the things not 
seen are eternal.

Personal religion is what Lent d

the richness| and fullness of life, of 
you. want the peace which passeth un­
derstanding, not merely as a blessing 
from the priest, but as an experience 
of the inner consciousness, abiding 
always, try to keep this Lent earn­
estly and see how wise the Church is 
in continuing even today this cüstom 
and tradition of the past.

Very faithfully yours, 
THEODORE N. MORRISON.

My dear Brother :
Did you read the open letter I wrote 

a layman ■ about thé" observance of 
Lent? I have no doubt you would have 
written a wiser letter. We Bishops, 
like the. clergy, have the treasure of 
the Gospel in earthen vessels. If we

IMPORTANT EVENTS
THE BISHOP OF DULUTH’S ANNI­

VERSARY
The/feast of the Purification, Febru­

ary 2nd, was the twentieth anniver­
sary of the elevation to the Episco­
pate of the Bishop of Duluth, the Rt. 
Rev. Dr. James Dow Morrison. The 
event was appropriately celebrated at 
the ,Cathedral in Duluth. The Bishop 
officiated at a celebration of the Holy 
Communion and was heartily congrat­
ulated and extended good wishes by 
members of the congregation at the 
close' of the service. In the evening 
the Bishop and Mrs. Morrison were 
guests of honor at a dinner tendered 
them by the choir. The Bishop was 
called upon and responded very happi­
ly to the toast “Twenty Years A 
Bisbop.” He was pleasantly surprised, 
by the gift of a desk by the choir and 
a gold headed cane from the present 
and former clergymen of the Diocese. 
The Rev. A. H. Wurtele, of Rochester, 
Minn., at one time Dean of Trinity 
Cathedral, Duluth, made the presenta­
tion speech on behalf of the clergy.

A large number of letters and tele­
grams of congratulation were received 
by the Bishop and he was deeply 
touched by the receipt of a memorial 
signed by a large number of his 
friend^ and former Parishioners in 
Ogdensburg, N. Y.

A SIGNAL HONOR PAID DR. WAT­
SON

According to a cablegram under 
date of January 28th, the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel N. Watson, Rector of the 
American Church of the Holy Trinity, 
Paris, France, has been nominated as a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. 
The official order indicates that this 
honor has been conferred upon him 
owinfe to the “great zeal” on his part 
“shown in the work of propaganda in 
favor of France and her allies.” But

LENT IN OUR P AR I S HE S
[Editor’s note: Believing that the 

experience o f , many Parish priests 
would be helpful to their brethren if 
they reported in our columns some 
methods used in the observance of 
Lent, we requested a number of Cler­
gy, both in the smaller as well as 
larger Parishes, to give our readers a 
brief account,of “Lent in Our Parish . 
We present herewith the first install­
ment of these articles.]

CHRIST CHURCH, OYSTER BAY,
m  y . -

By George. E. Talmage

We are probably very little differ­
ent from any other Parish in our con­
ditions ,or our methods. If what we 
try to do is of any use to others, it 
ife hereby passed on for what it is 
worth. Our scheme for Lent is so 
arranged as to provide the most 
strict’ observant thereof with all that 
he needs, and at the same time to 
bring home to the least observant the 
fact that there is such a season. We 
regard Lent not as an end, but merely 
as a means, looking to the greater 
profit of Easter.

In addition to our, Regular routine 
we have the following appointments.

The day school children are provi­
ded with a/Service every morning, in­
cluding a ythree minute address on a 
series of themes.

The students of the Sunday School 
a,pd Parish have a special Bible Class, 
one evening a week.

The women who work for the 
Parish (and for Missions) have a 
service after their weekly meeting, 
which others also attend. This we

Wherever you turn, amid the holy occupations of Lent, you feel 
one influential power towards the better, truer, holier life. Multiplied 
services, frequent communions, fasting, acts of self-denial, withdrawal 
from amusements, more abundant labors, larger offerings, the renewed 
study of the Bible, the deeply searching utterances of the pulpit, the 
acts and prayers of penitence—all combine to secure a thoughtful 
frame of mind, à conscience ready to hear, a heart full of sympathy 
with Christ in His sufferings; and these conditions, carefully pre­
served, produce the devout, earnest Christian in heart and life.

mind for ourselves, BIS' purposes for 
us will not be realized. And so, as 
Lent begins, let us hear Him saying 
to each of us, “What will you that I 
do unto you”? And unless we answer 
that question quite definitely, we 
shall get little or nothing from- our 
Lent. ,

In a college, the purpose of the in­
stitution, the desires of the faculty 
for every student determine the tone 
and standard of the School. But for 
each student, the thought which must 
correlate him to the college, which 
will determine what it means to him, 
is, What am I here for, and what do 
I purpose to get from the time I spend 
here?

The fact that; God so- loved the 
world that He gave His Son, the fact , 
that our Lord died ‘for .us on the 
Cross, His life, His teaching, make 
plain enough what God desires that' 
we should get from this Lent. But 
what we do get is determined by what 
we ourselves purpose to get from it.

We must face the Master’s question 
and answer it definitely. We must 
know exactly what we hope to re ­
ceive from this Holy Season. There 
must be a clear knowledge of just 
what evil habits are to be mastered 
by our self-discipline, what impulses 
controlled, what desires chastened. 
We must be specific as to what weeds 
are to be pulled from the garden.

Then we are to have an 'equally 
clear understanding of what is to be 
planted in their1 place. Just a vague 
desire to be better than we are will 
not do. -We want help from the 
strength of Christ. What kind of help? 
Help for just what purpose? To what 
end are we to draw from the infinite 
resources of God?

If we are to become saints, it can 
only be by the co-operation of our­
selves with Christ. I t is a joint work. 
As so often said, we can not accom­
plish it without God, and He will not 
do it without us. Lent calls not to the 
accomplishment' of the whole task—- 
a life long work—but to some definite 
part of the work. Lord, What wilt 
Thou have me to do? Seek His answer 
to that question. Then hear Him lay, 
“What will ye that I do unto you”? 
Tell Him exactly. Then go to work, 
and with H is  help accomplish your
desire. .

can help any man to know God or 
hasten, however little, the coming of 
the Kingdom, to God be all the praise.

But I began this letter because I 
had two things to say. The first is 
that no man can hope to teach what 

does not know, nor can a man guide 
any one into religious living and re­
alization until he has found out in his 
own practice and experience that a 
method of practice will work. If there 

e very few in your Parish who will 
keep a real Lent, how about the Lent 
you propose to keep. A card announ­
cing services and a short exhortation, 
will not mean that you are seeking 
God, nor will attending the services, 
which, of course, having announced 
them, you must attend, be evidence 
that you are seeking an interior, con­
scious communion with Christ. The I 
greatest blessing the Church could re­
ceive this Lent would be for Bishops | 
and clergy to know God as they have 
never known Him before and to enter 
more completely into1 fellowship with 
jbsus Christ our Lord. What is your 
will set upon doing?

The other thing is that in all'Lenten 
services and .addresses you .are to 
study the spiritual need of earnest 
men—possibly of only one man. Do 
not make Lent a time for lecturing on 
Church history, on the cu s to m s^  rit­
ual of the Church—only in a  ¿secondary 
way of the doctrines of our holy and 
Catholic religion, above all do not lec­
ture on literature. Even economic 
and political problems, closely related 
as they are to religion, had better be 
taken up some other time. Let Lent 
be given to the seeking of God and of 
His Son Jesus Christ. If men are 
once spiritually alive, instruction will 
illuminate their thought, quicken their 
conscience, arouse them to work^for a 
reign of justice and love in the af 
fairs of the world.

Be careful that your plan of Lent 
observance be related to the inner 
life and realizations of your people. 

Faithfully yours, 
Theodor^ N. Morrison.

he has doubtlessly won for himself regard as the most helpful of our 
this richly deserved recognition by extra services.
reason of distinguished service ren 
dered through his membership on a 
number of war - relief committees. 
His work of propaganda has been to 
raise funds among his friends in A- 
merica for the relief of soldiers, and 
their suffering wives and children. 
Before going to France Dr. Watson 
had been Rector of large parishes in 
Iowa, Missouri and Ohio. He was 
born in Ohio, is a graduate of Shat- 
tuck School Faribault, Minnesota, 
and of Trinity College, Hart­
ford, Conn. The Shattuck Spectator 
voices the sentiment of Church­
men in the U n i t e d  States gen 
erally in saying: “To those of his 
host of American friends who have 
been following Dr. Watson and co­
operating with him in his ‘War Or- 

i phan Relief, work, this signal recogni- 
| tion on the part of the French govern­
ment comes as no surprise. To be 
made a member of this century-old 
and distinguished order, is no small 
honor; it is seldom conferred-upon 
foreigners. Bht if the honor is note­
worthy, the occasion for it is- more 
so.”

Twice a week visiting preachers 
bring us the message that is hear 
their hearts, and we are aroused by 
the new presentation of truth, and 
the strange voice.

Our social needs are met by a 
series of instructive lectures, whicji 
take the place of the social activities 
and amusements.

Easter is our final- goal, some fea­
ture of its celebration being stressed 
all through Lent, the other features 
taking care of themselves through 
the habits acquired in previous years. 
For example,one year we devoted our 
attention to the Easter offering, an­
other year to the attendance, another 
to the proper method of communica­
ting, and so on. This year we shall 
dwell upon the “invisible” things 
which ate only visible to the eye of 
faith.

We are not sorry when Lent be­
gins,1 nor are NV& glad when it is 
over.

iST. JAMES’■: CHURCH, ;SAULT STE.
MARIE, MICH.

By Stephen M. Ailing

The most satisfactory service dur­
ing Lent is held on Friday afternoons 
when the children come to church for 
tiiis service. They come directly from 
school—sing their hymns—say the 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, and listen 
to a ten minute, address., Last *year 
we took up together Naafnan, the 
Syrian. \ Each child has a, card like 
the enclosed, sample, which is punched. 
Record is kept of attendance. The 
average last year was 150, and those 
missing but one service received a 
plant at Easter. The other services 
are about what one has in any ordi­
nary Parish, but I try to take one 
thought and drive that home in the 
sermon and addresses.

All Saints’ Hospital,
Fort Worth, «tex., Feb. 15, 1917.

Bishop Garrett today (Feb. 14) 
granted the request of the Clergy 
for a Coadjutor Bishop, to be "chosen 
at the twenty-second Annual Council, 
to bb held in St. Matthew’s Cathedral, 
Dallas, on May 8, 1917.

The Rev.' S. M. Bird of St. Peter’s 
Church, Bfenham, has accepted a 
call to S t. John’s Church, Corsicana, 
in this Diocese.

EDWIN WICKENS,
' Registrar. -

CHURCH OF THE HOLY' SPIRIT, 
LAKE FOREST, ILL.

By John Herbert Edwards.

The Rev. Richard L. McCready, 
Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Louis­
ville, hqs declined an election as Dean 
by the Bishop and Chapter of St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Memphis, Tenn.

When two blind men, sitting by the 
wayside, heard Jesus passing by they 
cried, Have mercy on us, O Lord, the 
Son of David. Jesus, heeding their 
call said, What will ye that I do unto 
you.

We take for granted that we are 
to take Lent seriously, that we mean 
to get a great and abiding benefit 
from it. If so we turn to Jesus and 
ask Him to give His help. Of course 
we wish to know what He wjphes us 
to do, what purposes He has for us. 
To know His,, will and do His will is 
of the first importance if Lent is to 
be a real help.

But there Is not only HiS will, but 
ours, to be considered, and unless we 
have a  definite; concrete purpose in

BISHOP TUTTLE’S BIRTHDAY RE­
MEMBERED

The Missouri Branch of the Wo­
man’s Auxiliary to the Board of Mis­
sions held its annual meeting at the 
Church of the Redeemer, St. Louis, 
on Friday, January 26th, last, which 
was also the eightieth anniversary of 
Bishop Tuttle’s birth. Grace Church, 
Holy Cross Mission, and Miss Annie 
Lewis, on behalf of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, pleasantly surprised the 
Bishop by presenting him with two 
birthday cakes, one decorated with 
eighty red candles and the other w it#  
eighty white candles all lighted. 
The B i s h o p  received the gifts 
g r  a c i o u s 1 y a n d  expressed his 
warm appreciation of tthe remem- 
berance. The women conferred a 
further honor on the Bishop by voting 
the neat sum of $250 toward the pro­
posed hew hospital in the city of Boise, 
Idaho, which was in his jurisdiction 
before he was transfered to. Missouri. 
A portrate of himself, painted by the 
well-known St. Louis artist, GeoVge 
C. Eichbaum, at a cost of $1,000, was 
presented. to him in commemoration 
of his anniversary fty  Bishop Freder­
ick Foote Johnson, on behalf of the 
Diocese of Missouri. At the request 
of Bishop Tuttle the canvas will be 
hung in the chapter room, the vestry, 
or the Mary B. Bofinger Chapel of the 
Cathedral. ,
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Besides this formal Emperor worship, Rome wisely permitted 
each locality to preserve its traditional Pagan cult.

£ 4 Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” was a refrain that could 
have been repeated in a thousand different localities, in honor of as 
many different deities. Besides this, Rome was ;as thickly populated 
by the strange and grotesque, religions of the Orient, as is the United
States today. n j  " .

A menace to the Virility of the nation, that Rome was quick 
to recognize, and sokhe exerted herself in a spasmodic way to stamp 
out these Oriental cults which debased the manhood and outraged 
the common-sense of the Roman world.

But the common people, for the most part, believed in the little 
gods of the hearth and the home, the Bares and Penates of their 
perverted superstition; which same little gods „could be whipped into 
submission when they could not be flattered into acquiescence.

THE ROMAN WORLD

Application made for entry as second-class matter in the post-office at 
Hobart, Indiana. C

The ordination of the Rev. Eric 
Algwynne Hamilton and the Rev. 
John J. H. Wilcock to the Priesthood 
took place in St Stephen s 
Church, Newton, Iowa Thursday 
morning, February 1st, at 10.30 
o'clock. The usual service of morning 
prayer, said by the Rev. Leonard K. 
S.mich, Dean of the Des Moines Dean* 
ery, immediately preceded the Ordin­
ation service. The Rt. Rev. Harry 
Sherman ; Longley, D. D., ordained 
the two Deacons and altogether the 
service was most impressive. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev. John. 
Dysart, D. C. L., Rector of Saint John’s

A LENTEN PASTORAL
To the Faithful in Christ Jesus, Greeting:

The season of Lent is a time for spiritual preparedness, in which 
each year we come apart in order to practice the things which are 
worth while—in which we should pray a little more faithfully, give 
a little more generously, deny ourselves a little more strenuously, 
in order that, when they come, we may meet the tests of life a little 
mòre faithfully and its trials a little more courageously ; and so, 
little by little, prepare onrselyes to take joyously that voyage of 
•discovery which awaits every soi^.

Truly may it be Said-that in this world we shall have tribulà 
tion (how great God only knows!); but be Of good cheer; Christ 
has overcome the world. Its trials and irritations are not calami­
ties that can crush us, but opportunities by which wé may under­
stand more clearly the service that we are to render. May God 
give good cheer to those who seek, for they only are worthy to find.

As your Bishop, may I urge upon you certain things this Lent:
Go to Church regularly and pray for our country that she may 

be guicÉd amid the trials that await her, that* she may stand the 
test, and that she may Contribute her share to thte settlement of the 
great catastrophe : Pray for our Diocese that we may know what 
things we ought to do and have grace and power to perform the 
•same ; pray for your Parish that yon may realize more perfectly 
the meaning of Christian, fellowship and that you may practice more 
unselfishly your share of Christian service.

In your living, try to cut out all extravagance, unnecessary 
waste and unseasonable amusement. The world is watching your 
Dent and is only too ready to point out the shams of its nonobserv 
.anee, and then to shun more than ever the hypocrisy of our pro­
fession. And that which you thus save, give to the cause of Christ 
and humanity. The opportunities for such giving are so great, and 
you will have your share to give only by strict economy in the 
things that are necessary.

Finally,•♦take yourselves seriously in the vocation to which yon 
.are called, and endure hardness as good soldiers .of Jesus Christ. 
There never was a greater need for prayer, for giving, for self-denial, 
Tor making full proof of the Ministry to which each of us is called.

You of the Clergy need to be men of prayer; yon of the Laity 
/must fill out this ministry of the Clergy or it will be a barren one. 
Rally around your altar and your flag and make your Christian 
citizenship a reality in the community where you live during these 
ft»rty days oPspecial effort, and you will find they who do His will 
¿ h a llY ^

Be of good cheer, for Christ has overcome the world.

' A superstitious city, intent on its free head and free gaums, Dubuque while the Rev. Alex-
was the city ’ of Rome, and the whole Empire reflected as best it j ander ¿ rant> B ¿., presented the can­

didates. Assisting priests were the 
Rev. Leonard K. Smith, the Rev. 
George R. Chambers (formerly in 
charge of Saint Stephen’s Church,)

In this time when the necessity of preparedness instead * of 
•Jingoism is being forced upon us in the state, may we not be im- 
pressed*with the fact that Lent is a time for spiritual preparedness 
when fasting, giving apd praying take their place in the formation 
ol‘„Chmtian character on the part of the soldiers of Christ.

Let us discriminate. “ To get religion” is one thing and a.very 
poor thing, if by getting religion we do not begin to acquire the 
elements of a Christian character. *

For just as a soldier who has neglected drill will prove a dis­
aster instead of a help to the regiment in-action, so a soldier of 
Christ who knows only how to profess Christ with his lips will prove 

-;a stumbling block in the long fight with sin and instead of helping 
the Church to win its victory, will usually go off at some impossible 
tangent, just when the regiment is trying to present a united front.

Make your Lent a time for discipline in the realm of spiritual 
self-control and service. “ So run I, not as uncertainly” (not as ah 
untrained runner would run); “ so fight I, not as one thatbeateth 
the air, but I discipline my body, lest in "any way when I have 
preached to others, 1 myself should be found a castaway.”

THE STORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
THE HEATHEN OPPOSITION /

The Judaizing enemies of St, Paul would have narrowed the 
Christian Church into a petty Hebrew sect. »

The Gnostic enemies of St. John would have disintegrated the 
Christian Church into a multitude of philosophical cults.

But the" witnessing consciousness of the Church made it keep 
the' Faith and the fraternal solidarity of its organization held it
together. . .

But, as the Church enlarged its scope and engaged m an active 
campaign for the extension of its work, it met a more formidable 
antagonist than either Judaizer or Gnostic, and that ,was the/ great 
Pagan world,' allied with and protected by the jealous supervision 
of Imperial Rome.

PAGAN RELIGION
It would be difficult to say what religion was believed by the

Pagan Empire. .';.Y
The legal religion was that of Emperor worship. Each Em­

peror, after death, forming, a new deity to he commemorated. “ I 
feel as though I were about to become a god,'” said one of the expir­
ing Emperors in a facetious mood. ,

This religion was almost entirely perfunctory as no one really 
believed that even Augustus was a god/ but it served the Imperial 
purpose, and turned the natural instinct for religion into welding the 
national consciousness into a religions ceremonial.

It was the formal religion of the army, the forum and the public 
: games.

could the low morals of its mistress.  ̂ vr y v j
The military caste and the official politician bound the Empire

into one. |  •
Conjugal virtue was rare and children, left to the care ot slaves,

were early inoculated with servile vices. ;
The theatre, the ai\ena, the forum) the market-place, the military 

camp, the Pagan temples, were the centers of its civic life.
Into*each of these permeated the formal religion of the Empire 

and the local religion of the people. , .
The games were begun with heathen rites; the meat offered .in 

the market had first been offered to idols; the banquet began with 
a toast to Pagan deities; the life of a soldier was attended with
Pagan rites. . , „m  ,. ...

To drown dull and monotonous care m a round or iestivities
having a Pagan atmosphere was the spirit of the time.

THE GOSPEL
Into this miasma of loose morals  ̂ and bad worship, came the 

Gospel of Christ, breathing the fresh air df Galileo and the pure 
morals of the Galilean.  ̂ ^

The mere statement of the fact shows the character of the oppo­
sition. The Christians were “ haters of mankind” because they 
would not participate in the ungodly and licentious amusement of 
the hour. The Christians were “ atheists” because they worshipped 
no visible image, no tangible idol, but only at an empty shrine. The 
Christians were “ odious to all men” because they rebuked the morals 
of all'men and so seemed to stand on a pedestal of self-righteous
hypocrisy. •' -

The Christians were “ enemies to the Emperor” because they 
repudiated the merely formal requirements* of Imperial religion. 
They were “ stubborn and unreasonable” because they persisted to 
the death in this continuous opposition. ' .

The Christians were “ violators of the law” because all gath 
erings without the permission of the Magistrate were illegal and 
because, forsooth, they must gather in obedience to Christ, and could 
not gain permission from the Magistrate to gather for the perpetra­
tion of their odious religion.

And so the persecutions came about, at; first spasmodic as the 
result of public animosity, when the brutal populace, not yet sated 
'with the blood of wild beasts and gladiators, would raise the terrible 
cry at the public games, “ The Christians to the lions!” or when some 
Emperor, like Nero, desired to allay the public wrath for his own 
misdeeds, or, like Domitian, desired to execute^ some, friend or rela­
tive upon whom political suspicion had been directed in his morbid
mind. Y> Y 'MC

Afterward, more deliberate, as when Marcus Aurelius would
stamp out the stubborn superstition of legal process. After that 
more diabolical)'as when Diocletian, spurred on by the brutal Galerius, 
endeavored to drown the Christian religion in tlie • deluge of its 
own blood.

But the story of the Martyrs must form another tale; the pur­
pose of this is to show how great was the task before the humble 
disciples of the Master, to make the Kingdom of Rome to be the 
Kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ. , »

the Rev. Arthur H. Brook and the 
Rev. John B. Arthur.

Combined with this service was the 
mid-winter session of the Des Moines 
Deanéry, which held its first service 
on Wednesday evening, the R e v. 
Alxeander H. Grant being the preacher 
of the occasion. After the f service 
of Ordination on Thursday morning, 
a delicious lunch was served by Mrs. 
Whitlock of the Hotel Churchill, and 
his was attended by the visiting clergy 
and the men of the Parish. After the 
repast, the business meeting ;of the 
Deanery was held in the hotel parlors, 
Dean Smith presiding. The Rev. John 
J. H.- Wilcock was elected Secretary 
and Treasurer to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of the Rev. Har­
old E. Ford, B. A., and a committee 
was appointed, Consisting of the Dean 
and the Secretary, to draft resolutions 
expressing the sorrow of the Deanery 
at the removal of so earnest and zeal­
ous a worker as Mr. Ford. After dis­
cussing several matters, the Deanery 
adjourned, the clergy expressing ap­
preciation of t h e i r  entertainment 
while ifi Newton.

AN APOLOGY
When a man makes a mistake in a drawing room he apologizes, 

and so when mistakes occur in a man’s published articles, he must
apologize. ■ Y-. ! ■-■YYYî.-., Y" :Y;>/w YYv.'YYV

Somebody once told Beecher he had made three mistakes in
pronunciation in his sermon. “ Only three,’” he replied. I am 
surprised that it wasn’t a dozen.”

So when I wrote that Christ was born in the days of Julius 
Caesar, in the first article on the 11 Story of the Christian Church,
I want to assure you all that really I knew better—that after teach­
ing Church history for three years, I learned that much.

Also, when I derived Martyr from “ Marturos” and not from 
“ Martyr,” I ought to have known better, and I am sorry to have 
offended thé nice ears of any scholar. May I say in extenuation of 
such and similar mistakes that the articles contributed to this paper 
are written by busy men who lay no particular claim to exact
scholarship. Y "  . ; , .

These articles are written at all sorts of times and places. I he 
editorial in this issue on a railroad train ; the next one possibly in a 
country hotel; the next at my own desk. Moreover, owing to dis­
tances of the editors from the place of publication, there can be no 
proof read by the writer ; even'though the article may have been
written in a railroad train. 1 ‘

We are not attempting to write for exact or exacting people 
Personally, I have no talent, time nor inclination for such work 
We are trying to put, our ideas in language understood of the 

people, and if we make twenty typographical mistakes in one issue, 
we must say “ Beg pardon. We were in a hurry and didn’t mean
to jostle you.” n > ' , .  ,

And if we get Julius Caesar confused with some ot his less
worthy relatives, we apologize to Julius—we didn’t mean to con­
tradict the obvious. ■ . . . I

Thé truth of the matter is that, in publishing this papeç, we 
are risking onr reputations for scholarship, sanity, and sobriety, and 
each subscriber is risking a dollar a year. ~

The obligation is ours, gentle reader, and we acknowledge it. 
If you fail to get your dollar’s worth, we can only assure you of one 
thing—we haven’t your dollar. We spent it all in trying to satisfy 
vou IRVING P. JOHNSON,
 ̂ ~ Editor-in-Chief.

An Archdeaconry Meeting in Georgia 
A meeting of the Archdeaconry of 

Albany was held in Trinity Church, 
Blakely, Georgia, on Monday, Tues-“ 
day and Wednesday of last week. A 
preparation service was conduct (ffi by 
the Rev. J. B. Lawrence, Rector of the 
local Parish and Archdeacon. The 
general subject of the discussions 
was “The Church Catechism.” The i 
Bishop of Georgia, the Rt. Rev. Dr. F.
F. Reese, administered the rite of Con­
firmation and gave an address on 
“The Christian’s Creed.” The Rev. 
W. W. Webster, of Doyglas, read a 
thesis. The Rev. Wm. B. Sams, of 
Bainbridge, reviewed Vail’s book, “The 
Portraiture of Jesus in the Gospels.” 
The Rev. Mr. Sams also gave an ad­
dress on, “The Christian s Covenant. 
The Rev. John Moore, of Cordele, gave 
an address on “Tfie Christian’s Duty/’ 
At a service for the children, the Rev. 
R. N. MacCallum of Wayeross gave 
an address on “The Christian’s, Pray- 

- A Bible Study was conducted 
for the Clergy ¡pn “Psalm 130”. Very 
helpful Cottage Prayer Meetings were 
held at the residence of Mrs. M. B p  
Murkerson, led by the Rev. Messrs. 
W. B. Sams and’ W. W. Webster; at the 
residence of Airs. Henry Lee, led by 
the Rev. Messrs. N. Middleton and W. 
H. Higgins; at the residence of Mrs. 
W. J. Cowart, led by the Rev. Messrs. 
J .  M. Walker ; and R. N. MacCallum. 
The Rev. Mr. Higgins, of Thomasville, 
Ga., gave the closing address on “The 
Christian Sacraments.”.
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ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE
Annandale-on-Hudson,, N. T.
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By the Rev. T. Tracy Walsh, Endorsed by 
Churchmen of all schools. Episcopal Church 
Merits, Facts and Principles. 5 cents each, 
and 3c for the following: . ' s . ..

Be a Professing Chnstmn? 
Baptise Infants?
Use Forms Of Worship? 

C H U R C H  L IT E R A T U R E  P R E S S ,
■2 Bible House, New York ___ _

d 3c for the fo

W hy

A. € T O R Y  M A G A Z IN E S  — Little Folks, 
$1.00; Everyland, $1.00; Story telle$s’,1.50; a year,

B . Send me 35 cents in stamps and I'll send 
you Plan and Fancy need NEEDLEWORK for 12
“ ot?  CH O IC E CATALOGUEof church Maga­
zines; 1917 General Magazine Catalogue; Free ask 
for them. Address, JAMES SENIOR. Lamar. Mo

TWO GOOD BOOKS FOR LENT
T H E T -IF E  O F A C H R IS T IA N  

W ith an introduction by the Bishop of Milwaukee 
(75 cents)

T H E  L IT T L E  V A LLEY S  
W ith an introduction by the Bishop of Dallas 

(.80 cents)
Doctrinal and Devotional 

By the Rev. Charles Mercer Hall, M. A. 
Rector of St. Mary’s. Asheville, N. C.
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How a Parish Makes Christians
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Through Its Organized Activities

R OU ND  A B O U T  T H E  P A R I S H
A Series of Articles fey

GEORGE P. ATWATER
Rector, Clmrcli of Our Saviour, Akron, Ohio

EDUCATION WORSHIP SOCIAL SERVICE CHURCH EXTENSION
The Church School 

Font Roll 
Kindergarten 
Primary -
Junior

THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
In this department of the Church 

School plan lies the greatest possi­
bilities for the future of the Parish. 
The educational program must meet 
the child’s developing needs if the 
process of Christian malting is to be 
successful, ’ Here is the age when 
habits are being formed that are to 
become a permanent part of the char­
acter. With the awakening o f ' new- 
physical powers and forces come new 
conceptions of life and duty. How 
can this budding life fee conserved 
and built up into a vital Christian 
manhood and womanhood? /  ~

WANÍED. A MAN
One of the essential things the 

Church School needs in this depart- ! 
ment for its boy life is a Christian [ 
’man to, sit beside him as a teacher | 
and chum with him as a friend, to 
show him by precept and example! 
.what a Christian’s life ought to be. I 
All honor to the faithful and cons'e- j 
crated women of the Church, who, in 
faithful devotion, have given them" 
selves unreservedly' to helping solve j 
the hoy problem in the Sunday! 
School. Words fail us in our en-j 
deavor, to express our gratitude and f 
appreciation of the service they reu- ; 
der, but they, know as well as we do, ¡ 
and they themselves are the first to j 
acknowledge it, that there comes a  j 
time in the boy’s life when a man’s j 
influence and a man’s contact with 
the life of the growing boy is essen­
tial for the complete development of ; 
his Christian manhood. The men of 
the Clfurch must wake up to a deeper \ 
sense of their responsibility in Chris- ! 
tian education. There is no bigger: 
job waiting for the active co-operation j 
and activity of the mén today who ! 
believe - in the Christian enterprise, I 
than this one in the Church School, j 
The boy life of Amériça is today chai- j* 
lenging the men of- this nation to put V 
religion on the map of the boy’s -life 
as a vital thing; and he can only do] 
it as he himself believes it ami then !

his educational advancement by a 
system of credits and examinations. 
The kind of work he does in class, 
regularity of attendance, home work 
on the lesson, punctuality, Church at­
tendance, All of these features can 
be utilized to help him form good 
constructive habits, if a systematic 
and intelligent ‘scheme of credits is 
worked out and kept prominently be­
fore the School as a measure of at­
tainment. He learns very quickly thrit 
advancement in Church School, as in 
Public • School, depends upon the! ef­
ficiency of the work.

I can hear a, good many readers 
say to themselves, as they read the 
above, “Yon can’t do that in a Sun­
day School. That may be all right in 
a Public School, where children have 
to go, whether they like it or not, 
but you can’t have any such system in 
a voluntary organization, where the 
children can quit when they please, 
and you have to cater to their whims 
and caprices, in order to hold them 
at all.” May I say that I radically 
differ from such views. Out .of my 
own practical experience and obseiwa- 
tion for the past twenty»years, I have 
seen Church Schools built up and 
made great successes by just such 
methods. It is one of the things that 
appeals to the normal child as being 
the thing to do, and his interest in 
the enterprise will grow and be sus­
tained, because he learns that he is

day of the “gang” with the boy and 
the “clique’- with the girl. He begins 
to appreciate the value of team work 
with his companions and learns -to 
sink in some measure his individual 
desires for the good of the crowd he 
.runs with.. He is intensely loyal to 
his “gang.” Here is a fine chance for 
an intelligent teacher who recognizes 
this natural instinct in boy ho od and 
girlhood to use it for their best in­
terests. By organizing the Class in 
the Church School and laying upon 
them as a corporate' body certain de­
finite responsibilities many valuable 
things can be done. By working for. 
the creation of a Class a spirit an 
“Esprit de corps” can be built up that 
Will work wonders in building up 
character. The Boy Scout movement 
and the Camp Fire Girls and. other 
kindred organizations are attempts to 
utilize this instinct on a larger scale. 
Let the Class organize with its Presi­
dent, Secretary and Treasurer and let 
individual merit be rewarded by the 
gift of an office. Guide their interests, 
and activities with an unseen hand. 
Through the personality of the teach­
er many a group of hoys and girls may 
be led into a deeper and blearer un­
derstanding of what it means to he 
a Christian. 1 |

(To be continued.)

T il

THE CHOIR VISIBLE
It is a .delicate matter to write of 

choirs. No parson would ever dare' 
to write of his own choir unless he 
were as fortunate as I have been with 
an honest, faithful and capable cli-ir 
But I shall err on the safe side and 
write of other choirs, possibly yours.

You may ask what I mean by an 
honest choir. Simply this : A ichoir 
offering its ministry of music with­
out compensation and making the: 
music ah act of worship toward God 
add not an act of- entertainment for 
the congregation.

Now you must'not conclude that all 
• paid choirs are therefore disho * j ••. 
paid Choirs are therefore dishonest, 
because he accepts occasional install­
ments ' on the : sum stipulated as his 
salatÿB: Blit in the volunteer choir 
there is a peculiar integrity thatii 
avoids the possibility' of insincerity 
which may arise when men and w m h- 
en are paid for their voices alone. 
It seems as if there might be a rea­
sonable doubt of the moral right of 
a Church to pay men and women to 
sing the “Credo,” “I believe in God 
the Father Almighty—and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son; in the Holy 
Ghost; the Holy CathoHc Church; the 
Communion of Saints ; the forgive­
ness of sins; the Resurrection of the 
Body find the Life ever lasting,” when 
the aforesaid singers did not believe 
a word they uttered. Have our Ves­
tries seriously considered the danger.1

The Christian world has always looked with wonder upon this 
strange picture of Jesus Christ “ led np into the wilderness.” He was 

^ed up thither for a purpose. What there transpired: forms a very: 
important Raft of that revelation that the Gospel makes of life—real 
life. These lessons of the wilderness are lessons of daily living; and 
they have taken so deep an hold upon
centuries past these forty days of Lent have commemorated this wil­
derness life of the Saviour, that by special prayer and fasting andj 
meditation we may the better learn its lessons and profit by its strange 

.experiences.
gets next to the boy and helps him
to form his ideals of life, fey close as­
sociation and friendship. The boy j 
demands reality in ibis stage of his f 
career and no man can declare big-1 
ger dividends with his own life tlftm 
by making the Christian religion' a j 
living reality to - a .group of boys who . 
look up to lym as their hero; and j 
leader, God . send us men to meetI 
Ahe <n$ed. Training Classes for men 1 
who are ready to meet this challenge ¡ 
can easiljr be formed to fit them for : 
the job; Excellent teaching material j 
is; being put before the Church today ] 
as never before. All it needs now is/ 
for men to step forward and say to 
their Rectors and Bishops;: “This is 
a man’s job. Here am T, send me.”

THE SMALL CLASS
One of the essential features in 

the Junior School that makes for 
successful work is dealing with pu­
pils in small groups. The teacher’s 
personality must, closely touch each 
pupil, and he must enter into the per­
sonal life of the individual as 'far as 
possible. This, can be accomplished 
successfully as the classes are, made 
small enough to enable the teacher 
to handle the situation. »From six to 
eight pupils might well be the stand­
ard to work towards.

SEPARATION OF SEXES
The boy and the girl in this , period 

of development begin to manifest 
some of the special characteristics of 
sex, and should be dealt with in sep­
arate classes. Because Of the la$k of 
teachers, this is often impossible, and 
the work- is retarded because of it.

WINNING OF CREDITS
The setting of certain standards of 

achievement in. this period of child 
life makes a tremendous appeal to 
the average boy or girl. He is accus­
tomed, in the Public School to exam­
inations and credits. His ambition to j 
excel in whatever he undertakes can 
fee utilized in the Church School for

accomplishing something really worth 
while. ; . * A

THE USE OF CERTIFICATES
- The end of the*year’s work ought to 
be made a decided feature of the 
School. After the final examinations, 
an impressive closing service should 
mark the close of the regular session 
of the School and its entrance into 
a new year’s work. Report cards have 

i been sent home from time to time for 
| the signature of the parents, and now 
i the v child goes home from such a 
‘ service with a beautifully printed 
j certificate, proudly conscious of the 
! fact that he has a year’s good record 
j of work well done behind him, and 
I the concrete evidence of that fact in 
I his hands in the sfeape of a certificate.
! I confess that I still hjave hanging- in 
my office a certificate; of that kind, 

j  framed and conspicuous, in my. study. 
| It was given me as a child for pass­
ing ’certain pretty stiff examinations 

j in Bible knowledge! and Catechism 
in the Prefebyterian Church iffi Scot- 

i land. I still recall the. feeling of pride 
l and satisfaction I had in marching 
| up the aisle of the chuvch and receiv- 
j ing from the hands of -the Presiding 
| Elder of the Church this” coveted 
| prize. Children of today are much the 
j  same in their natural instincts as they 
i were when you and I were youngsters, 
j  Let us stir up their ambitions to 
[ achieve and accomplish things worth 
[ while, by using every 'device in the 
; Church. School that will appeal to 
j their imaginations.

ORGANIZING t h e  class

This period of the child’s life is the 
time of entrance for him into the larg­
er life of society. He is breaking 
away frpm the home to some extent 
and getting into touch with the life 
beyond its threshold. At this time 
he develops certain traits -of char­
acter we need to utilize in our Reli­
gious Educational process. It is the

The Social Gospel in 
a Rural Community 

of Michigan
The congregation \ of St. Jude’s 

Church, Fenton, Michigan, is making 
a contribution to the life of the com­
munity in the way of a Social Improve­
ment Association, arid while trie men 
were busy in organizing the social 
service, the women volunteered in 
ways of entertainment.
! The town of Fenton comprises a 
population of 3,000, a : quietTittle; town 
in the south of Genesee county. It is an 
excellent residential town near a fine 
summer resort \region made possible 
by a chain of. little lakes. As a com­
munity, it is firstly agricultural with 
a good share of dairy and truck farm­
ing, and secondly, industrial with 
some/cement factories'and promising 
local shops.

To contribute to the life of such a 
neighborhood the Community and Civ­
ic Improvement Association w a s  
launched. Its aim is to have monthly 
“get-to-gether” meetings for the citi­
zens, at which time discussions of 
local interest will be thé order of 
business. For example, topics such 
as “Good Roads and Transportation’” 
“Progressive Schools”, “Directed Rec­
reation for the Township”, Health and 
Sanitary Convenience” are on the pro­
gram. These topics will be intro­
duced by a principal speaker chosen 
for each meeting.

This work was organized in the fol­
lowing way: The Church hired a 
hall in the center of the village and 
arranged for the first speaker. At 
this meeting the aims and plans of 
the work were put'before the men. A. 
teriiporary president was then chosen 
to select a representative committee 
for the community. The committee 
that was appointed includes a local 
hardware dealer as president, the pro­
prietor of the moving pictures in the 
village as vice-president, and the post­
master as secretary.

The organization has had two en­
thusiastic meetings at the first of

of allowing their Faith to be sung be­
fore God by those who hate not that 
Faith? More than the voice of the 
singer should be tested by the Choir* 
master. The question should be asked 
squarely, “Can you honestly sing and 
mean the words which you may be 
asked to sing in this Choir?” No 
Minister would fee tolerated':: if it 
were known that he held doctrines 
contrary to his public utterances. 
Why should he ask less of those who 
lead the ministry of praise? |fc 

Nor do h believe in the practice of 
“stars” in the Choir. They are. apt, 
like Browning’s star, “to throw, now a 
dartvof red, now a dart of blue” to­
ward anyone who appears to infringe 
upon their fancied prerogatives, Not 
all singers have equal ability to be 
sure. But each ought to be offering 
the best he has and that offering 
ought to be appreciated for its hon­
esty. 'That is one reason.' why we 
should never permit the Choir to be 
augmented by talented singers on 
special occasions. If your faithful 
Choir is good enough for other Sun­
days it ought to be good enough for 
Easter. Thè ‘‘stars” themselves, when 
their magnitude is enlarged by too

which there were forty men present, 
and, fifty at the second. The fee of 
one dollar a year pays for the fun­
ning; expenses which are Chiefly for 
the traveling expenses of a speaker 
and refreshments. Officials and lead­
ing citizens in near-by progressive 
towns can be found who will gladly 
give their services. The Rev. J. B. 
Pengelly, Rector of St. Paul’s, Flint) 
who is a Director of the Board of 
Commerce and a member of the city 
Planning Committee of that city, was 
heartily welcomed as one of the speak­
ers, for he is deeply interested in 
such work , in .the life of Genesee 
county.

Fenton has, great hopes of this body 
of men banded together to serve their 
neighborhood.

REV. J® G. C. MARTIN, 
St. Jude’s Church, Fenton, Mich.

Fenton, Michigan.

exclusive fin assignment of solos, are 
apt : to become - the subject of Undue 
attention from the nimble' wit of the 
lesser lights; One particularly aspir­
ing young lady in a Choir in Alaska,: 
whose voice carried with it the sug­
gestion of an endurance contest, was 
called the “Heavenly Anthem” by her 
fellow Choristers. Their explanation 
of the epithet was suitably contained 
in .a line from a familiar hymn:

“Hark how the Heavenly Anthem 
drowns all musics but its own.”

The anthem has established itself 
with Choir more than with congre­
gations. The serious fault of the an­
them is that the words are too often 
slighted in favor of the melody. With 
some anthems,.especially with those 
detectable' bits of meaningless senti­
ment known as sacred songs, this 
fault of the indistinctness is a decid­
ed Advantage. The supervision of the 

[words, however, should be without 
1 mercy .on the , part of the Parson. We 
have too many so-called sacred songs 

I which run about like this :
“How long must I wander,o’er life’s 

dewy paths
While a. sweet bird in blue heaven 

, J; riingsi;1 / ; ;i]/;
How.long must sweet flowers in fair 

gardens bloom, | |
Before I get angelic wings?’ '
' When your Choir gets to that stage 

it is time to do soinething radical. It 
would be better for the Choir to re­
lieve the Minister by chanting the 
notices; ; That’s quite an idea: The 
congregation would get some benefit 
from thfit. It would not take long to 
get up a whole hymn of notices, say 
to a familiar tune like St. Anne;

“The Dorcas Guild will meet again 
On Thursday next' at nine;
Please bring your sewing and your 

lunch,
Get someone else to ‘jine’.” -J

In what celestial sprioce were Bish­
ops born and under the spell of what 
Divine harmonies were they brought 
to the Episcopal Throne that they 
should i he the targets toward which 
so many special anthems should be 
directed at the time of trie visitation, 
of the Parish. Why should the sim­
ple people of the pews, who enjoy the 
plain anthems and 4 chants of the 
Choir, be overlooked, and the chief 

! Pastor, whose ears have rung daily 
i with anthems, be thought the “occa- 
! sion” ', for a tremendous outburst of 
sprig. I use the word “occasion” ad­
visedly, for the Bishop Sis not only a 
person an d a  very welcome oÀe in  our 
Parishes but, so (great is all that is. 
implied in the person, lie becomes an 
occasion at the time of his* viSifatiop;; 
Let us honor pur Bishop by .giving 
him the music that we think is good 
enough for ourselves.

And now a word about vestments. 
It is quite the proper thing for the 
democratic people of this land to think 
of vestments as a bit of formalism, an. 
assumption 1 of righteousness or a 
badge of fashion, or high-toned dis­
play. IIqw far wide of the mark is 
such a judgment. There is no for­
malism in a, proper uniform. The most 
delicious bit of real formalism, that 
might almost be called ritualism, was 
recently proposed in a Church that 
would look upon vestments as idola­
try. It was in the form of a general 
letter requesting that the men of the 
congregation wear frock coats and 
high hats to the morning service. If 
anything can beat that for unadul­
terated- formalism and unbounded 
self-consciousness, I  have yet to hear 
of it. But vestments for the Choir 
are most democratic.. The sipaple 
white cotta, symbolic of purity, re­
moves every distinction between pur­
ple or fine linen and homespun. It 
opens the privileges of the ChOir to 
the poor and rich alike. It relegates 
to the realm of absolute unimportance 
every distinction, of dress. The sim­
ple cap banishes the inharmonious 
display of millinery. As one wag: 
said, “It places every head on art 
equal footing.” The vestments are a 
badge of brotherhood and equality hey 
fore God.

Give words of encouragement to 
your Choir. It is not an easy matter 
for them to prepare to sing. Re­
member their constant faithfulness 
and let not an occasional lapse bring 
criticism to your lips. A few words 
of praise will bring cheer to their 
hearts and success to their efforts.
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THE KINGDOM GROWING-CHURCH
EXTENSION IN OUR DAY

News Note from the 
Board of Missions

“Rev. G. W. Gibson, of Gape Palmas, 
Liberia, writing on behalf of the 
Council of Advice of the Missionary 
District, reports that disturbances 
have occurred in the interior of Mary­
land County between »the government- 
police force and the Baneke tribe. 
This has necessitated the return of 
two of the Missionaries from the in­
terior to the coast. It is feared that 
workers in other out stations will also 
have to be recalled for the time being.”

OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND
It is not likely that this news note 

will produce any very profound sen­
sation throughout the Church, espe­
cially that part of her which lies in 
this country. For most of us, knowl­
edge of.-Liberia is born in the 6th or 
7th grade of the Grammar School and 
permanently laid to rest shortly aft­
erwards. Therefore, as a rule, the 
ten-yea? old member of .the family is 
the family authority on this subject. 
When he is promoted to the steward­
ship of Latin declensions, previous of­
ficial responsibilities cease, and par­
ents* of necessity, resort to guessing. 
Thereafter if Mr. Gibson and his two 
Missionaries take any chances on get­
ting jammed up between the Baneke 
tribe and the government police they 
must do it at the risk of getting lost, 
a t least as far as we are concerned. 
It 'is a pity, however, that they have 
not.been advised more fully as to the 
present world situation so that they 
might have taken to the woods instead 
of to the sea.'

THE COAST OF WEST AFRICA
The point of the Liberian coast that 

these Missionaries áre making for is 
probably -Harper at Cape Palmas. 
When they get there, if they do, they 
will be about 250 miles north of. the 
equator and about 5,500 southeast of 
New York. Even at that a i?ee" choice 
might elect New York. But it was 
not always so In days gone by the 
inhabitants of this region very much 
preferred the. neighborhood of the 
equator to any Atlantic trip, for such 
ended in slavery This terrible trade 
was fed very liberally on this very 
coast a hundred and fifty years or so 
ago .and where formerly hundreds of 
towns and thousands of inhabitants 
existed one may now travel many 
miles without finding single town* 
Even to this day in the interior of 
Africa, this wretched business is car­
ried on by Arab adventurers. But 

I  civilization slowly and surely set its 
face against it and the timbers long 
since have sprung from the keels that 
bore* slaves from the African shore.

naval manoeuvers could be performed 
without the trouble of putting to sea 
and such a craft as the Ark could go 
most anywh'ere at any time. The 
forest contains in abundance teak, 
mahogany, rosewood, hickory and 
many kinds of gum trees, dyewoods, 
palm trees and medicinal shi’ubs. Rub­
ber and palm oil are produced in 
quantities, as are also cotton, coffee 
and sugar. A rather efflorescent ac­
count of some of the other products 
of Liberia appears in an encyclopaedia 
of 25 years ago and is set forth in 
these words “Among other valuable 
products are the * * * pawpaw,
the unripe fruit of which is said to 
make tender the toughest meat, and 
the kola-nut, which is active as a 
stimulant, is a nerve tonic of great 
value and is said to remove effectually 
the stupor of inebriety. This nut is 
also valuable in asthma. The natives 
Carry a few of these huts and re­
quire only a few kernels of the same 
to sustain them for a whole day’s 
march. The active principle of the 
pawpaw; is powerful as a dissolvent 
of albuminous substances and the 
membraneous deposits of croup and 
diphtheria are said to be removed by 
it. Liberia also furnishes a hemor­
rhage plant and a powerful antiseptic 
in its termite earth, valuable in ul­
cers, boils and gangrene.” The alpha­
betical Sir Hhrry mentions ijoné' of 
these things. But that does not neces­
sarily discredit the account, for it 
might easily be that his training and 
circumstances have rendered him su­
perior to considerations of inebriety, 
tough steak and the high cost of living.

have cleared the coast line strip of 
350 miles. All along this are settle­
ments and plantations indicating much 
of prosperity. Here live the men 
called Am erico-Lib erians, that have 
made the Liberia that we know. Of 
these there are some twelve to fif­
teen thousand. This relatively small 
number, English speaking, extends its 
governing influences and still further 
its moral influences back a long way 
from the coast, thus affecting more 
or less the 2,000,000 indigenous in­
habitants of Liberia. These Americo- 
Liberians are the survivors of de­
scendants of freed slaves or persons 
dissatisfied with their social condi­
tion in the United States in the past 
century.I A number of them came 
from the British West Indies, but thp 
movement which founded Liberia orig­
inated with the American Coloniza­
tion Society, which "was organized at 
Princeton, N. J., in 1811. In 1820 a 
colony of 88 persons went thither from 
the United States and since nearly 
20,000 have followed. The firgt fifty 
years of the history of this new Li­
beria were marked by constant strug­
gle between the Americo-Liberian in­
vaders and the native blacks, t

GOVERNMENT*
The government is republican in 

form and of late years has been -wise 
and conciliatory in its methods. s The 
tribes are encouraged to send their 
chiefs or representatives to the gov­
ernment councils. Hence cordial feel­
ing is daily becoming better estab­
lished throughout the country, though 
there is still much yet to be done. A 
trip to or from "the interior” i£ not 
yet sufficiently provided for by the 
purchase of a ticket and the checking 
of baggage. The capital of Liberia is 
Monrovia, a name derived from Presi-( 
dent Monroe (from whom the “Mon­
roe Doctrine,” as olir English Sir 
Harry does not fail to note). Many

THE SHORTAGE
OF CLERGYMEN

By Dean DeWitt of the Western 
Theological Seminary

VI

Remedies: Development 
of Educational 

Facilities

Last week we spoke of the existence 
of the General. Board' of Religious 
Education as the most hopeful fea­
ture of the outlook in. supplying need­
ed Clergymen. That Board will find, 
or has found, its greatest difficulty 
in the matter of theological educa­
tion to consist in the ignorance of 
both Clergy and Laity concerning the 
Church’s educational, institutions, their 
relative importance and efficiency, 
their needs and their capacities for 
greater usefulness. During the past 
century seventeen n Church Colleges 
have starved to death; three remain— 
all »of them discreditably poor. Were 
it not that Clergymen- will work for 
less than Laymen, poverty in educa­
tional institutions would spell ineffi­
ciency."'!?. But it is not creditable to 
the Laity of the Church that either 
her Colleges, or Theological Semina­
ries should ever be hampered in pro­
curing and keeping the most efficient 
instructors, in purchasing needed 
books and apparatus, and in main - 
taining a^creditable status among in­
stitutions of their class. It is dis­
tinctly unfavorable to the increase of 
the Ministry by the accession of the 
best quality of young men, when it is 
commonly observed that the Church 
seems to care little how her Clergy 
are educated. If* as was the case 
with Racine College, an institution is

THE WITNESS “ fills a long felt want.” I am delighted‘with 
i t /1  am edified and instructed by it, and may success attend your 
efforts to place it in every home in the Church.

Faithfully yours,
?  ARTHUR L. WILLIAMS, W B m

Bishop of Nebraska.

STRATEGIC POSITION OF LIBERIA

Much of what follows is taken Lorn 
a  paper read before the Royal Geo­
graphical Society by Sir Harry Johns­
ton, whose name is followed by the 
alphabet so slightly expurgated that 
confidence in his credentials is ¡'suffi­
ciently assured. According to Sir 
Harry, “Liberia occupies a most im­
portant strategic position on the west 
coast of Africa.” Such positions as 
this do not pass beneath the British 
eye unnoticed and so Sir Harry adds 
tha't ‘‘in the hands of a strong naval 
power, it might exercise a very domi­
nating influence over the Eastern At­
lantic.” He goes on to say rather 
naively “that this is one reason why 
Great Britain desires to see the inde 
pendence of the Liberian Republic 
preserved,and maintained.” It is en 

.couraging to note that the eye of the 
. -Church, in this instance, was as keen 

for strategic position as. was that of 
the British government, for the Church 
is pretty strong at this place, from a 
missionary point of view. ,

|  FORESTS,'.̂ AINFAIJL'"AND 
PRODUCTS

Rising not far from the ’coast and 
for far away inland, Liberia is cov­
ered with dense forest of primeval 
growth Along the coast itself the 
woods have been largely cleared away 
for plantations and towns. A hot, 
moist climate is everywhere the 
friend of the forest and such a climate 

i  in high degree belongs to Liberia. The 
annual rainfall is estimated up to 130 
inches, i. e„ about 11 feet. In a mod­
erately hilly country with a concrete 
bottom to retain the annual catch,

ELEPHANT TRACKS
To return to Sir Harry’s account we 

find that after leaving the cleared 
Strip 15 miles deep - along the 350 
miles of coast we face at any point 
200 miles or more of the densest kind 
of forest penetrated only by native 
paths and elephant tracks. As ,these 
great beasts in their road construction 
are moved by other considerations 
than that of providing exit to the sea 
for escaping Missionaries, the latter 
must travel many miles to advance 
but few. The term “trunk line” is 
misleading when applied to Liberian 
highways. : In this struggle to the 
seaboard there are many rivers and 
streams to cross, the which may not 
be regarded with unconcern in a 
country of 130 inches of rainfall. 
Mountains from 4,000 to 6,000 feet 
high parallel the coast a t a distance 
from it of 50 to 150 miles. These, like 
the rest of the interior, are densely 
wooded but some of them are precipi­
tous with faces . of bare rock. The 
lion and the rhinoceros dwell far back 
and, the elephants are everywhere to 
within 30 miles of the coast. And 
these are by no means- of the mild 
peanut-eating, child-pecked variety 
that most oT us are only familiar with. 
Sir Harry ‘ .himself assures us that 
they are much dreaded by even the 
natives of the forest region, for they 
Will attack man quite unprovoked. 
Back deep in these sinister woods 
there is also a nest of cannibals who 
rove over considerable extent. They 
“relish most keenly the hands and feet 
and this very dainty dish is usually 
set before a king or a chief.” So, Sir 
Harry. From all of which it may be 
presumed that a trip to the coast from 
the “interior of Maryland County” 
subjects the trippers to nerve-strain.

BACK TO THE COAST
Liberia’s coast line is,‘ however, 

quite free from the disadvantages that 
begin a few miles back. Man's pluck, 
man’s faith, his axe and his spade

other names from the United States 
are given the counties and settle­
ments, .as  Maryland, New Georgia, 
Virginia, Lexington, etc. The consti­
tution of the country is modelled after 
that of the United States. All"men 
are born free and equal before the 
law. Elections are conducted by bal­
lot and every male citizen possessing 
real 'estate has the right of suffrage. 
The President is elected for twro years, 
the Senators for four, the Represen­
tatives, of which there is one for every 
'10,000 inhabitants, for two. There are 
four counties, each of which sends 
two Senators to the Legislative As­
sembly. ’

THE CHURCH IN LIBERIA
The Church’s organization in Li­

beria consists of the Bishop, 21 other 
Clergy, -8 candidates for Holy Orders, 
27 Lay Readers and 58 Catechists and 
other teachers and 2,500 communi­
cants. There are 43 Mission Stations, 
38 Sunday Schools/ 26 Day Schools 
and 21 Boarding Schools—whether the 
last mentioned two overlap or not is 
not clear from the published statis­
tics. The missionary district as a 
Whole is divided up into subsidiary 
districts which correspond, perhaps, 
with our convocations here at home. 
There are four of these districts 'and 
they, teri’itorially considered, are co­
extensive with the four counties of the 
Republic and take their names, ex­
cept in the case of the “Cape Palmas 
District,” which politically is Mary­
land County. These counties or ec­
clesiastical, districts, are divided • by 
approximately parallel lines running 
at right angles from the sea off 
through the dense and fearful forest. 
The sea-base of each is about 75 miles 
except that’ of the northwestern-most, 
the Montserrado District, which is 
nearly double that. It is at the sea- 
Base of this district where stands the 
Capitol of the Republic and several 
of our strongest Missions and it is in 
the forested interior of the same dis­
trict where» thé cannibals live and

hunt. The distance.between the two 
is exactly one hundred miles.

SLOW BUT SURE
The Church naturally went to Li­

beria with the first emigrants thither, 
early in the nineteenth century. There 
has been a Bishop there since 1851. 
One of the most interesting figures at 
our General Conventions has been 
Bishop Ferguson, who was the Li­
berian Bishop, colored of course, from 
1885 till his death a year or so ago. 
He was a man of great eloquence and 
ability. All accounts agree, that the 
influence of the Church in Liberia per­
meates the whole situation and is the 
soul of that which is most worth 
while. The literate but observant Sir 
Hàfry himself says “the vf ork of the 
Missionaries has certainly brought 
solid advantages to the coast negroes 
of Libei’ia.” , It was in the attempt to 
carry these solid advantages up from 
the negroes of the sea-shore to the 
negroes in the wilderness that our 
two Missionaries got nipped between 
the government police and the Baneke 
tribe. Their enforced retreat, there­
fore, is not altogether a matter of 
uncoricern for those who still believe 
in the Brotherhood of Man.

LIBERIA NEAR STARVATION 
Trade of Negro Republic Prostrated 

as a Result of thè War
(Special to the New York Times.)
Washington, Feb. 14.—Official dis­

patches from Liberia indicate that the 
people of the negro republic are near­
ing starvatiòn as a result of the war. 
The trade of the republic was conduct­
ed by German residents, but the war 
stopped their operations. The popu 
lation includes 12,000 America-Liber- 
ians, 30,000 semi-civilized natives, and 
2,000,000 savage population.

The Liherian Government is seeking 
now in the United States an auditor to 
enforce governmental economies. The 
country already has an American Re­
ceiver General of Customs, H. F.

refused the financial help necessary 
to maintain an honest competition 
with secular institutions, in its failure 
the Church not only loses the great 
influence of such an institution, but 
loses a favorable means for securing 
and educating her postulants. The 
University of the South, Kenyon Col­
lege and St. Stephen’s College are 
all deserving of the active interest 
of Churchmen. If they were put on 
the same plane, financially, as any 
one of forty other colleges conducted 
under denominational auspices, or on 
the same plane as any one of an hun­
dred secular institutions, the effect 
upon the present need of the Church 
for well trained Clergymen would 
shortly appear.

And what is thus true in connec­
tion with Church Colleges is in some 
particulars more apparent concerning 
her Theological Seminaries. Theolog­
ical Seminaries die hard; but they 
seldom come to a commanding influ* 
ence in their communities. They are 
usually- regarded as retreats where 
young men are se n t. to learn from 
archaic libraries and under the tui-» 
tion of aged and infirm Clergy how to 
write sermons that bore our congre­
gations, and how to read the Scrip­
tures and prayers with penitential 
pessimism. And, so far as most 
Church people, seem to care, that is 
all that ought to be expected. The 
faculty of a modern Theological Semi­
nary should be composed of the most 
competent professors that money can 
secure, in the following subjects : Old 
Testament, Language, Literature and 
Interpretation; New Testament, Lan­
guage, Literature and Interpretation; 
Dogmatic Theology; Ecclesiastical 
History ; Sermon Composition and 
Pastoral Care; Apologetics, arfd Chris- |  
tian Evidences; Moral Theology a n d : 
Ethics ; Liturgies; Church Polity and 
Canon Law; Christian Sociology, Ru­
ral and Urban; Christian Pedagogy £ 
Reading and Interpretation; Churck 
Music. In other words, a  complete 
faculty in any one of our Theological 
Seminaries should \p e  composed Of 
thirteen experts. Nothing but lack of 
money compels such* a division of the 
above subjects among four, five, six 
or seven instructors that it is absurd 
to expect masterful treatment in many 
cases. Moreover, the short period 
of time allotted to the Seminary 
course—three, academic years—is al­
together inadequate to produce fin­
ished scholars in any. of these sub­
jects. Were there a sufficient number 
of-candidates for Holy Orders and a 
sufficient amount of money for • their 
training, the time should be length­
ened to four years, and provision be 
made commonly for post-graduate 
courses by which to fit men for ex­
pert responsibilities in special fields. 
Until the Laity furnish the men and 
the money they will be obliged to put 
up with Clergymen who will continue, 
in many instances, to reveal the un­
happy and destructive results of un­
intelligent and parsimonious | treat­
ment of the most-important and most 
pressing interest of the Church.

N#xt week ,you may find in 
column some words concerning 
Many Seminaries.”

this
Too

The Rev. Wm. H. Pettus* formerly 
of Preston Parish,,Saltville, va., now 
of West Somerville, Mass., has just re­
ceived a bequest, - through the will of 
the late Mrs. Josephine R. Dunlap, a 
former parishioner, who bequeathed 
to him two thirds of her estate, com­
prising two buildings in Marion, Va., 
valued at perhaps §15*000 or §2,000 in
mm

The Rt. Rev. B. D. Tucker, Bishop 
Coadjutor of the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia, has had to cancel all appoint­
ments, and has left his home in 
Lynchburg to go to Florida to recuper­
ate. He will probably not take up his 
Diocesan duties again for two months. 
Bishop A. M. Randolph being also un­
able to do the active work of visiting 
the various Parishes for Confirmation, 
etc., Bishop Darst, North Carolina has 
offered his service to such an extent 
as his own duties will allow.

Worley, selected by President Wilson 
for the post from the Insular Bureau 
of the War Department, who receives 
$5,0,00 a year from the Liberian Gov­
ernment. The country has had prac­
tically no customs receipts, however, 
for a considerable time.

The Liberian Government is also de­
sirous of securing from the United 
States officers to command its frontier 
forces, its borders: being subject to 
continual raids by uncivilized tribes, 
and it desires to employ also a road­
building expert to take charge of fha 
construction of highways.—New York 
Times, Feb. 15, 1917.
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We Want One Hundred Thousand Subscribers
Before Summer Comes.

•__________________________ /  _____________  • __________  -

T H E  P U B L I S H E R ’S  W O R DTH E EDITORS
Defined the Scope and ^Policy of 

This Publication in Its First 
Issue on January 7.

THIS IS WHAT THEY SAID

There are those who boldly enter 
where angels fear to tread, and we 
know of no place less angelic than 
an Editor’s office; and of fno man more 
foolish than the 9ne who voluntarily 
attempts the impossible—

For we have been told by those who 
know that it is impossible to publish 
a weekly newspape^ih the Episcopal 
Church for one dollar a year.—:

And yet the joy of life consists in 
attempting the impossible.

“I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” and His “grace 
is sufficient for me.”

If Heryvants this paper to continue, 
;then we can do it, and if He does not 
want it to sucteed, then we do not 
want it to continue,, so whether we 
succeed or fail, we are content.

After all, \the supreme test of our 
witness to Christ is whether we are 
willing to be fools for His sake, and 
no hian who. is afraid of failure will 
ever attempt the impossible.

And yet most enterprises that have 
accomplished things for Christ have 
begun in attempting that which Wise 
men have said could not be done.

We are in a sense risking our repu­
tation to put this enterprise over— 
we are asking those who believe that 
a weekly Church newspaper costing a 
dollar a year is a desirable thing only 
to risk one dollar a year in attempts 
ing to make the thing a reality.

“What kind of a newspaper do you 
propose to publish?”

The question is fair, and should be 
answered before you invest your dol­
lar on this enterprise.

Let me answer this question under 
four heads:

1. We propose to publish a dollar 
newspaper. At this price, which seems 
the psychological one, we must come 
unadorned and in simple dress. The 
Editors are working for love. That 
doesn’t cost much, but the publi^iers 
must have cash! The margin between 
the cost of the paper and your dollar 
is a very small one.

2. We propose to publish a newspa­
per that the plain man can read and 
understand. The staff has been told to 
avoid big words and technical terms. 
Plain facts for plain men.

3. We propose to publish a human 
newspaper, accounting human touch 
and human viewpoints of more value 
than profound learning or scholastic 
attainments. .

4. We propose (but ah! how difficult 
to accomplish) to publish a newspa­
per that shall be instructive and de­
votional rather than controversial.

Now of course this is impossible. 
For the moment a man touches any­
thing definitely, somebody' denies it, 
and the fight is on. We do not pro­
pose to issue a newspaper without 
teaching definite truth, and we hope 
that we may teach it with some 
“punch”; otherwise we are fore­
doomed to failure.

We all believe that this Church 
"stands as a witness for definite.truth, 
and that such tr.uth may be found in 
the Prayer Book.

A witness is one who bears testi­
mony to facts rather than fancies, 
realities rather than theories—and we 
believe that these facts are such as 
are embodied in the formularies and 
liturgy of this Church.

We propose to be loyal to these 
facts. Wq hope to represent the big 
center of this Church, and we want to 
shut out from its columns the din 
that is being made by the extreme 
right, and the extreme left. By saying 
that we do not proposé to be contro­
versial, we do not mean that this pa­

per will not have a definite sound. We 
hope it will. What we -hope is that it 
will not change that definite tone in­
to a chaotic din. We do not expect 
every reader to agree with all that is 
said in this, paper—neither are we go­
ing to enter into a controversy with 
any reader on that difference. That 
is between yoq and us, and we are 
not going to inflict the general pub­
lic with our personal differences, but 
we will take it kindly ifi-you will write 
us, if you think us unfair.

We wonder if there is another re­
ligious body in the world that has 
such a varied constituency as this 
Church? It has its advantages and it 
has its  disadvantages, especially to 
one editing a paper."

And one of its greatest disadvan­
tages comes from the habit that each 
man has of wearing a label.

Here is, a man who believes that in 
the tear 1789 God made a special rev­
elation to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, a sort of second Pentecost, 
which it is sacrilege to dispute. Ah-; 
other- finds a complete revelation in 
1552, when the second Prayer Book 
of Edward VI. was put forth; another, 
in 1549; when the first Prayer Book 
was . compiled; others see God’s hand

in the faith and practice of the Me­
dieval Church. Others hark back to St. 
AugUstipe and St. Jerome )400 A. D.) 
—and so it goes. Each man has his 
label.

This paper refuses to have a label 
of this sort. Its mission is to be a wit­
ness to the facts upon which bur re­
ligion is based, rather than the de­
ductions from those facts which any 
special age has made.

The faith is unchangeable ; the in­
terpretation of the faith has changed 
with the. changing years. "

the situation than that made by Canon 
Scott-Holland in the following quota­
tion: % *

“If only the- Church Will trust 
herself, and the Spirit of God that 

: is in her ! She has but to put out 
her true innate power. Let her 
concentrate all her power upon her 
central act of worship. Let her, in 
hours of perplexity, be content to 
reassert her central verities, avoid­
ing definitions and deductions, 
leaving the declaration to do its 
work by its own spiritual weight 
and momentum. Let her give free­
dom, elasticity, variety, to her 
minor , offices. Let her show to liv­
ing people that she can teach them, 
in perfectly plain and simple 
speech, by ways that are intelligi­
ble to any human heart that cares 

,to  learn, how to live as they ought, 
and to die in Christ. She has but to 
be loyal to her own claims, and she 
will live. What clogs her, what 
chokes her, is our dreadful world­
liness, our conventionality, our stu­
pidity. We, her individual members, 
are the main cause of her defeat. 
It is we who make her name a by­
word for timidity and cowardice.” 

—Canon Scott Holland, in “Our Place 
inf Christendom”. Lecture VII.

TO THE CLERGY
For forty years we have heard the 

question of a Church Weekly at one 
dollar a year discussed at Conven­
tions, Convocations, Deaneries, etc., 
etc., etc.,—a paper with a circulation 
of hai? a million, the saine as farmers 
and mechanics have. “It can be done 
—why don’t  somebody do it?”

But ; nobody did it until now. 
The great need is supplied. A few 
brave men—active men—Overworked 
men, every one of them—determined 
to associate themselves and edit a 
paper such as the whole Church could 
accept, and do it without any ; finan­
cial compensation—and ask the whole 
Church to sustain them—and give 
them the half a million (Circulation, 

They called upon their brethren of 
the Clergy to sustain this movement, 
and in return „for their venture of

,W.

faith asked each one of them to send 
a list of three months subscribers and

advance twenty cents for’ each of 
these subscribers, and then appoint 
some Guild or person during the three 
months to ask for subscriptions 
throughout the entire Parish, They 
asked it because they believe that this 
is the natural way to reach the rank 
and file ’or our people, and they were 
sure that a very large majority of 
these people would subscribe. A 
number of the Clergy have respond­
ed, and already those people are pay­
ing their dollar apiece.

Could these men have asked less?
And with confidence we ask every 

clergyman who has not yet given his 
co-operation to do it now.

THE WITNESS is only a few weeks 
old, but already it has proved two 
things: '

1. That the laity cap be interested 
in reading, about the Church and her 
life, presented in the popular way in 
which it appears in THE WITNESS. 
And we ought to enpourage it by 
every means in our power.

2. That a live Church paper need 
not wear the tag of partisanship in a 
Church where there is so much that 
is grand and inspiring to rouse love 
and zeal, without emphasizing indi­
vidual viewpoints. Each issue is evi­
dence of this fact.

L E N D  
• A  

H A N D

TO THE LAITY
This paper is published for the 

Laity, not for the Clergy. The Clergy 
will naturally be interested in it, be­
cause it will increase interest in Par­
ish work, and create a more intelli­
gent Churehmanship. They will also 
be interested in the clear way in 
which Church truth and principles 
are presented. But THE WITNESS is 
published for the rank and fild of the 
Laity—and written in a, style that will 
interest them to read it through every 
week. ‘ ■ '' * /-V* * *1

Look through this issue.
Dean White’s comments on the Col­

lect, Epistle and Gospel breathe the 
spirit of the Prayer Book, and will 
lead you to understand that wonder­
ful book of devotions, and! linked with 
it comes a. better knowledge for the 
new; Lectionary by Dr. Wilmer. This 
page alone is worth a dollar a year as 
an aid to your devotional life.

Bishop Wise is working out a prac­
tical diagram of an efficient Parish' 
and its activities. Before he is 
through, you will find just where you 
constitute a part of it. Wherever the 
Bishop' holds conferences with Church 
workers he brings enthusiasm up to 
the boiling point. It is worth a dollar, 
a year to watch that Diagram grow.

On another page there are brief ar­
ticles each week on what the Church 
believes, and an outline of what actu­
ally constitutes Christianity. Xt is 
worth a good deal to any Churchman 
to consider these “Essentials”, week 
by week.

If Rev. Mr, Atwater were to arrange 
with some publisher to issue, in book 
form, his series of articles as they ap­
pear week by week—Round About the 
Parish—you would pay §1.50 for it;5 
and you would become so interested 
that you would read it through at 
one sitting, as the author gives * so 
rich and deep a meaning to tfee, ̂ Par­
ish. You will enjoy these articles, and 
they will do you good.

And can you ask for a clearer or 
more concise History of the Church 
than “The Story of the Church” by 
Bishop Johnson?

These are only a few of the features 
that make every number so interest­
ing, and hundreds of the Laity al­
ready read it through every week. It 
is instructive and wonderfully inter­
esting. We ought to have a place in 
one million Church families. I t  would 
enrich the Church in every form «of 
activity.

And you Laymen know this paper 
cannot be published for One Dollar 
a year without an immense circula­
tion.

HOW GAN YOU HELP THIS CAMPAIGN? I

Become a committee of, one. *
See that in some way every family in your parish subscribes for it. 

Choose your own way—but produce this result.
.^o any Guild or Sunday School scholar, or Choir boy* or person 

we allow a commisssion of twenty cents on each dollar subscription. 
Send your own subscription, and start the ball rolling TO-DAY.

&

W hat They
: Think of Us

“I think the project a splendid one, 
and anything I can do to help it along 
I will do gladly.”—The Rev. Philip K.^ 
Edwards, McAlester, Okla.

“I congratulate you upon .your un­
dertaking, THE WITNESS. I am sure 
there is a place for such a paper as 
you propose. Please call on me for 
any service I can render.”—The Rev. 
Dr. Hiram Van Kirk, New York, some­
time Editor of “The,Parish Visitor”. .

\ “I trust you may make it a suc­
cess. We need a 'good, attractive and 
interesting family paper. The initial 
copy of THE WITNESS is all right in 
matter, and contents.”;—The Rev. G. 
Hunter, Mayville, 111.

“For several- years I have had in 
my mind an idea that the Church 
needed a good newspaper, and by 
newspaper I mean not, on the one 
hand, a magazine, nor, on the other, 
a paper which invades the Sphere of 
the secular press, but a  paper gotten, 
up after, the style of the daily papers,, 
and containing the news of the- 
Church, presented in such' a way that, 
the laity will read it. Without apy ex­
pectation of ever being able to carry 
such a project into effect, I have 
often mapped out in my own mind 
how such a paper should be gotten 
up, and what it should contain. THE 
WITNESS comes very near to those 
ideas. Your departments are all good.” 
—The Rev; J. Claude Black, Chelan 
Missions, Chelan, Wis.

“The paper is filled .with excellent 
matter, \and would be a great power 
for good, especially in the Missionary 
districts. The 'paper ought to have n 
circulation of one hundred thousand 
copies. Every priest should try to get 
it inti/the hands of his people. It will 
be the most effective missionary work 
I can do.”—Western Colorado Evan­
gel.

“At a clericus held yesterday in, 
Asheville a number of copies of THE 
WITNESS were distributed to those 
present by the ReV. Mr. Baum of" 
Tryon, and we are all interested in 
the success of THE WITNESS, and 
^ould h.e glad to co-operate and help 
iii any way.”—The Rev. F. D. Lobdell, 
Rutherfordton, N. C.

“I had not heard of THE WITNESS, 
and I looked over with much interest 
the copy you sent me. There is cer­
tainly room in our Church for a pa­
per of the kind. Less expensive than 
the big weeklies, and the tone off 
this- seems very good.”—Vida D. Scud- 
der, Wellsley, Mass.

“Allow me to wish you great Suc­
cess in this much-needed undertak­
ing.”—The Rev. Charles ,A.„ Weed,. 
Kansas City, Mo.
“ THE WITNESS is the name of a. 
new Church weekly which has many 
features to recommend it to the in­
telligence of Church people.” -The
Ascension Bulletin, Detroit, Mich.

“I appreciate the advance issue 
of THE WITNESS so ’ much that;' 
I ordered ten trial subscrip­
tions. Several of my people 
have spoken of it in the highest 
terms. I have always wanted a Church 
paper that I could recommend to peo­
ple in general. It is a brave thing to 
start a religious paper in these stren­
uous times.”—The Rev. A. E. Dunham,- 
Fayetteville, N. Y.

“Let me express my admiration for 
the men who have the courage and 
conviction to print a paper such as 
yours is to be. The great body of cen­
tral Churchmen will some day realize 
that they must be heard by the Chris­
tian world at large. Some organ must 
strike a balance between the wings,, 
which is the power of the Church, 
army, and I know of none* that is as 
likely to do this as yours.”—The Rev. 
G. S. Keller, Winona, Minn.
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